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EDITORIAL 


COMMENTARIES THE HOLY RULE 


the sons and daughters St. Benedict, his Holy Rule truly 
vademecum. many communities ancient and recent times 
has been customary that each member memorize the 
haps was for the purpose facilitating this practice committing 
the Rule memory that metrical summae the Rule, such exist 
manuscripts the fourteenth and later centuries and are traceable 
the monastery Melk, Austria, were composed. 


More important than the memorization the Rule the intelligent understanding 
and appreciation it. The fifty more authors whose names are associated with 
systematic running commentaries the Rule, not mention the many anonymous 
commentaries extant medieval manuscripts, are evidence this eager desire make 
the Rule better known and understood. Likewise the many manuscripts given 
commentary still preserved European libraries, for example the forty known manu- 
scripts the Carolingian commentator, Smaragdus, witness this interest the 
Holy Rule. 


Then there are the free quasi commentaries the Rule, namely, expositions 
topics related the Rule, such the treatise entitled Professione Monachorum 
William Lyons, the Speculum Monachorum Bernard Monte Cassino, the 
learned Disquisitiones Benedict Haeften. the modern counterpart these medi- 
eval examples might cite current articles the degree contemplation which 
St. Benedict intended his followers attain, the meaning the phrase ‘conversion 
morals’. 


third type commentary found numerous copies medieval and modern 
times that which, because its purpose, might classified functional con- 
stitutional. The reference here the the ordinarii, and the 
tiones which certain sense are authorized revisions supplements the Rule 
with respect its application within given monastery congregation. These records 
external practice reflect the implementation the Rule through custom and ritual 
and the formal organization the monastery. 


fourth type commentary, likewise composed both medieval modern 
times but which its very nature rarely found its way into print (or parchment), 
the oral explanation discourse the Rule given the Abbot his monks 
the novice master the ‘tyros’ the school the religious life. this class, too, 
the series exhortations conferences the Rule addressed chaplains their 
assigned flocks. 


Neither written nor oral, but perhaps more impressive with God and with man 
fifth type commentary, the life the monk zealously fulfilling the spirit the Rule 
the reverent observance its precepts expressed through the will his superior 


and the declarationes his monastic organization. this class are the medieval 
Benedictine saints the hidden well the canonized, and our own times, the 
living example our elders and fellow Benedictines whose unassuming yet faithful 
observance daily fills page the great commentary life. 


Sister Alfred Schroll, O.S.B. 


WHO’S WHO AMONG OUR CONTRIBUTORS 


Rev. Denis Blank, O.F.M., assistant St. Anthony’s Church, Kansas City, 
Kansas, experienced leader youth. His “Formula for the Future” simple, 
practical, and inspirational; Catholic Action reduced its lowest terms. 


Rev. Paschal Botz, O.S.B., S.T.D., Professor Scripture and Dogma St. 
John’s Seminary, Collegeville, Minnesota, editor Sponsa Regis, and frequent con- 
tributor Orate Fratres. 


Rev. Patrick Cummins, O.S.B., Conception Abbey, Conception, Mis- 
souri, eminent theologian, outstanding student Thomistic philosophy, 
ardent Dante scholar, and author Dante Theologian. interpreting the 
Encyclical” establishes the place literature the cultural schema and throws light 
the contemporary problem integration. 


Very Rev. Felix Fellner, O.S.B., Subprior St. Archabbey, Latrobe, 
Pennsylvania, recognized historian, earnest student American Benedictine 
history, and acknowledged authority Abbot Boniface Wimmer, O.S.B. 


Sister Bernarda Giovanni, O.S.B., M.S., Director Nursing Education the 
College St. Scholastica, Duluth, Minnesota, graduate the School Nursing 
the Catholic University America. Her article gives account detailed servey 
the nursing education program sponsored jointly St. Mary’s Hospital and the 
College St. Scholastica, Duluth. 


Kathleen McLaughlin, LL.D., distinguished journalist, present foreign 
correspondent for the New York Times. She alumna Mount St. Scholastica, 
Atchison, Kansas, and was recently awarded the honorary degree Doctor Laws 


that institution. 


Rev. Bernard Mullahy, C.S.C., Ph.D., Assistant Professor Philosophy the 
University Notre Dame, Notre Dame, Indiana. also teaches Moreau Seminary, 
Notre Dame. regular contributor liturgical and philosophical periodicals. 


Rev. Mother Jerome Schmidt, O.S.B., A.M., Prioress Sacred Heart Convent, 
Yankton, South Dakota. She was delegate the first general meeting Benedic- 
tine Sisters the Northwestern States, which was held St. John’s Abbey the sum- 
mer 1932, when the Congregation St. Gertrude the Great was projected. 


Rev. Mother Aemilia Shonka, O.S.B., A.M., wrote the article the 
Congress” Sacred Heart Convent, Lisle, Illinois, before her election the office 
Prioress. She pursued graduate study English and education the University 
Chicago and Paul University. 

Rev. Augustine Wand, S.J., Ph.D., Professor Christian Archaeology St. 
Mary’s College, St. Marys, Kansas, writes authoritatively John Baptist Miége, S.J., 
“Pioneer Bishop the This the first our series articles the bishops 
the diocese Kansas City Kansas. 


All other contributors are members the community Mount St. Scholastica, 
Atchison, Kansas. 
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Pioneer Bishop the Prairies: 
John Baptist Miége, 


Rev. Aucustine S.J. 


May 1851,a motley and some- 
what confused group men left St. 
Joseph, Missouri, crossed the Missouri 
River and headed westward. The course 
was determined the outset two 
guides who had claimed know the route 
the point destination but soon were 
found heading along the California 
route the northwest instead south- 
west, where the Pottawatomie Indian 
Reservation and Mission were located. 
The rest the group were two Jesuit lay 
brothers, two creoles, Jesuit priest, and 
bishop, all them new this part 
the country and inexperienced with 
its type living. fill the measure 
discomfort rain- and windstorm soon 
overtook the caravan which lasted for 
more than twelve hours before exhausting 
itself; during this the small tent served 
little purpose. The next day brought 
sunshine and new courage. That second 
night was spent small settler’s cabin 
and about noon May the adven- 
turous trip came end St. Mary’s 
Pottawatomie Mission, which now became 
the ecclesiastical center all the terri- 
tory between Missouri and the Rocky 
Mountains. 

Most dismayed and confused amidst 
these bedraggled travellers doubt was 
the bishop, John Baptist Miége,? 
Not yet fully thirty-six years age, 
priest for less than four years and the 
country only three, felt himself wholly 
unfit for the task that lay before him. 
had been consecrated, were under 
protest, and solely the consequence 
precept obedience issued the Holy 


Father, the preceding March 25. 
had never been employed administra- 
tive office, had experience missiona- 
life but now was faced with task 
that would try the mettle veteran. 
The Vicariate Apostolic the Rocky 
Mountains had been created pursuance 
the made the Seventh Pro- 
vincial Council Baltimore 1849. 
comprised all the territory lying between 
the west line the states Arkansas- 
Minnesota, etc., and the crest the 
Rocky Mountains; the north reached 
British territory whilst the south the 
border was undefined. Within this wide 
expanse were two Catholic establish- 
ments, Indian Missions; smal] number 
Indians who had been baptised 
Father DeSmet and Father Hoecken were 
scattered along the upper course the 
Missouri River; the forts the United 
States and the Fur Companies few 
Catholics were managing hold 
their faith, but were without anyone 
provide for them spiritually. The land 
still belonged the Indians and evi- 
dently was the purpose the authors 
the request have missions among them 
multiplied; but they furnished neither 
men nor other support for the purpose. 

Such was the responsibility that weigh- 
the soul the Bishop Miége 
made his first entry among his subjects. 
addition there were other difficulties 
more intimate nature. rather 
unusual action was, besides being ap- 
pointed bishop, also made superior the 
religious within his territory. Thus 
was burdened with the care for the reli- 
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gious and temporal welfare two com- 
munities his fellow-Jesuits, one com- 
munity the Religious the Sacred 
Heart and one the Sisters Loretto. 
Both missions were struggling with pover- 
and sources income were very un- 
certain. addition, the bishop was 
aware difference opinion regard- 
ing the advisability keeping the 
Mission school view the heavy out- 
lay required for their upkeep; sooner 
make decision this matter; for the 
present was resolved keep open 
mind this subject. 


Miége Fitted for Task 


Such were some the reasons which 
weighed the soul the bishop and 
made him form the resolve doff the 
mitre soon proper for obedi- 
ence would allow him so. the 
other hand sincere friends could assure 
him that nothing the task assigned 
would variance with the poverty 
and simplicity which his religious pro- 
fession bound him. Nor was quite 
devoid qualities needed for the work 
thought. possessed excellent 
health, naturally pliant and affable 
disposition which helped him take the 
privations frontier life stride and 
fund good humor that enabled him 
see the droll side otherwise embarrass- 
ing situations; add this balanced 
judgment which made him keep neutral 
attitude the heated political controver- 
sies the time, good sense for realities 
amid changing situations, and sincere 
piety that led him keep the prac- 
tices true Jesuit’s life far his 
new position would allow. With such 
mixed qualifications the recently con- 
secrated prelate was now set about 
laying the foundations for spiritual 
edifice which has grown apace till our 
own days. 

The first phase this career may 
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called preparatory and was centered 
the mission among the Pottawatomie 
Indians the present town St. Marys, 
Kansas. Here the coming the new 
prelate had been anticipated though the 
exact time could not known. was 
pursuance the friendly invitation 
and persuasive eloquence his former 
travelling companion, Father Maurice 
Gailland, S.J., that Bishop Miége had 
come the decision make his head- 
quarters this place. came close 
about noon May 31, word 
the fact was passed about and crowds 
came greet him. was conducted 
the hastily constructed log cabin which 
was now dignified the name 
“Episcopal the next day, 
which was Sunday, was conducted 
with all the possible barbaric display 
the Mission church, which now became 
cathedral, and there held his first 
solemn function and reception. the 
following Sunday, Pentecost, was 
privileged confirm one hundred and 
seventy-five neophytes; few weeks later 
additional sixty were confirmed 
the church the Seven Sorrows, south 
the Kaw River. Then proceeded 
the Osage Mission, arriving there 
June 27. Here had his first oppor- 
tunity take part the battle against 
poverty and want. Crop failures had 
reduced the Osage Indians great need 
and addition the United States Gov- 
was much regarding 
payments due them. For that reason 
Bishop Miége July addressed 
petition the Commissioner Indian 
Affairs asking him supply the deficit; 
this was only opening skirmish 
campaign that lasted many years. 
bishop soon realized that there was little 
episcopal character for him do. 
had seen the only two institutions 
under his charge, but was posi- 
tion make new foundations. the 
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other hand his unusual position regular 
superior made him responsible for the 
financing the existing works for which 
the sources support were meagre and 
rather uncertain. soon became his 
settled conviction that the schools must 
kept running, any lasting good was 
reaped from all the labor and sweat. 
The Government was indeed making 
allowance for every Indian child school, 
but this sum far short the 
second source income consisted 
private donations, particularly such 
came directly indirectly 
Society for the Propagation the Faith; 
but result the disturbed conditions 
Europe after 1848 this help was dwindl- 
ing. third and more secure hope lay 
the fuller development the mission 
farms that they would produce full 
capacity. For this reason the bishop 
entered heartily into the various schemes 
the energetic Father Duerinck, who 
was then superior St. Mary’s Mission, 
much that the more conservative 
successor Father Duerinck thought 
some them rather daring. doing 
this sort joint control was exercised 
Bishop and Superior which eased 
situation that might have proved 
source friction. 

This prudent reserve the bishop 
see also other directions. 
October 30, 1851, Father Roothaan had 
the Vice-Provincial, Father 
Mission, belongs [the Bishop] and 
for this depends only Propaganda. 
There nothing then but get 
along with one another harmony.” 
The bishop himself felt the anomaly 
the situation and 1855 succeeded 
having changed, thus leaving the local 
superiors full charge. 

But the meantime the bishop con- 
fulfilled his duty regard 
the spiritual welfare the 


ties under his charge. this sense 
reported Father Roothaan July 
1852. lieu much preoccupation 
with strictly episcopal duties gave 
regular spiritual instruction the Reli- 
gious the Sacred Heart St. Marys. 
But the inner management the com- 
munity left the superior. The 
children the schools likewise benefited 
the dearth pressing duties the 
bishop; them frequently explained 
the catechism simple and sympathetic 
language. also gave some attention 
the Indian language but, rue- 
fully admitted, made little progress 
this. regretted this sincerely 
that first year the Mission had lost its 
big linguist, Father Hoecken, and Father 
Gailland had not yet attained full maste- 
Pottawatomie. 


Delegate Rome 


The year 1853 brought sudden change 
this peaceful life. March the Pro- 
Congregation the Vice-Province 
took the unusual step electing bishop, 
and chose man who had not yet taken 
his final vows the Society one its 
delegates the twenty-second General 
Congregation. When notified his elec- 
tion expressed his surprise but thought 
would offer him good opportunity for 
offering his resignation from the office 
Vicar-Apostolic. things 
turned out, ever made such pro- 
posal was not accepted. sailed for 
Europe April, had cordial audience 
with Pope Pius and the end July 
was back his native Savoy. Here and 
elsewhere France pleaded behalf 
his Vicariate for vocations and financial 
aid. But times were not propitious. 
Not single additional priest religious 
could bring with him and the money 
contributions were insignificant; yet some 
cases vestments and other church 
supplies were highly valued the poor 
missions. Most important was oil 
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painting the Immaculate Virgin which 
still adorns the present parish church. 
Bishop Miége sailed from Havre 
November 23, and after adventurous 
journey, during which nearly lost all 
his possessions, got back St. Mary’s 
Mission March, 1854. 

Here, however, the situation was un- 
dergoing considerable changes. act 
March 1853, Congress authorized 
the President negotiate with the In- 
dians west and Missouri secure 
cession their lands and for this pur- 
pose voted the sum fifty thousand 
dollars. Already for 
Europe Bishop Miége had written 
the Vicar-General the Society that 
this probably was the death sentence 
the missions his vicariate. The prob- 
lem was, said, what was done 
with them and what for the hordes all 
nationalities who would rush into the 
territory. During the time the bishop’s 
absence Europe commissioner visited 
the various tribes affected the Act 


Congress and opened negotiations pro- 
pose sectionizing the land and sale 
such was not needed. this time 
the Pottawatomies gave firm refusal, 
but the debate was now under way. 


White Men Invade Indian Territory 


Here was situation which called for 
careful deliberation and wise decision. 
Benevolent but unrealistic friends the 
Indians, like Isaac McCoy, might dream 
about restricted area the plains 
where the various tribes could live their 
own lives under the benevolent aegis 
the United States. But bishop must 
face realities and provide for coming 
issues best might. However 
might regret the fact, Miége saw clearly 
that the days Indian independence 
were numbered and that the future be- 
longed the whites. Already two great 
national highways were running athwart 
the Indian territory and landhungry 
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whites were battering the eastern 
frontier. Both the bitterly contend- 
ing political parties the time were cast- 
ing hungry looks the wide expanse 
territory which might added 
their own. Commissioner Manypenny 
was busily engaged signing treaties 
with various tribes which contained 
cessions land, that the end 
1854 eighteen million acres 
transferred the Government the 


United States Kansas. The passing 


the Douglas Bill May that year 
gave the signal for the opening the 
flood gates white immigration. Claim- 
jumping had already begun before this 
date and now towns were blossoming forth 
like mushrooms. Soon the reservations 
the Pottawatomie and the Osage, 
who still held out, were beleaguered from 
all sides and encroachments were begin- 
ning. 

Amid this welter the most immediate 
matter settle was that residence: 
St. Mary’s Mission longer answered 
the purpose episcopal administration 
the changed circumstances. The first 
public intimation impending change 
came notice the Kansas Herald 
for December 15, 1854, that Bishop 
Miége was considering Leavenworth 
his future place residence. Writing 
his brother the same month the 
bishop spoke the same strain; the lo- 
cation was excellent and attractive offers 
were being made. But was also well 
aware all the outlay and planning the 
step would involve. 

Pending the final arrangements for 
this move the bishop set out the middle 
March, 1855, acquaint himself with 
the actual condition Catholics his 
vicariate. With old spring wagon and 
two mules entered Nebraska territory. 
Omaha the Governor offered him two 
lots for the building church; the 
bishop contributed $500.00. 
wise made beginnings Kearney, Belle- 
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ville, Platteville, and Nebraska City. 
Towards the end June, while his 
return journey, stopped Leaven- 
worth survey the situation. Soon two 
lay brothers were sent there begin the 
erection house; July Miége 
wrote that far had spent $9,000.00 
preparation but that with that his 
funds were exhausted. 


Mission Opened Leavenworth 

August 1855, Bishop Miége 
brought his stay St. Mary’s Mission 
toan end and the 15th opened his new 
one Leavenworth. With him went 
Brother Francis The residence 
had still completed and the church 
had not yet been begun. Soon the 
cathedral frame was begun together 
withastable. The total cost these two 
buildings estimated $1,100.00. 
Before his arrival the bishop had invest- 
$1675 twenty-three town lots and 
forty acres land mile from 
town. yet could not get clear 
title the purchases, that went 
through agonies before all was settled. 

With this move Leavenworth 
second epoch the bishop’s career was 
opened. was now the pastor 
growing population whites, where 
everything had built from the 
bottom. The beginnings had made 
amid great insecurity life and proper- 
which resulted from the raging 
cal conflict. His first care was pre- 
his neutral position. strive 
remain wrote his bro- 
ther, “and disinterested the midst 
the tumult, doing what good can, with 
ostentation and talk possible.” 
When approached representatives 
tither faction obtain his support his 
reply was what concerned 
the Territory Kansas was the salvation 
souls here; that pertained them, 
the legislators governors, determine 
what would most beneficial for the 


country; and that, furthermore, the 
Catholics are left perfectly free vote 
they please.” 

the time his arrival Leaven- 
worth Bishop Miége counted Catholic 
congregation nine families. the 
spring 1856 had enlarge his church 
and two months later third church had 
erected accommodate the grow- 
ing parish. the fall 1856 Father 
Heimann, secular priest who had been 
engaged the school Osage Mission 
for some years, was called take charge 
the parish and act somewhat the 
capacity vicar-general the bishop. 
About this time also Father Beshor, S.J., 
was called from St. Mary’s Mission 
take share the growing work. 
the end 1856 the number parish- 
ioners had grown six hundred and 
church that would accommodate two 
thousand was being planned. 

While the Catholic population the 
new residential city was thus growing, 
new centres were process formation 
elsewhere the vicariate. During 1855 
Father Ponziglione began his career 
itinerant missioner southeastern Kan- 
sas with his center the Osage Mission. 
The first stations were Crawford and 
Bourbon counties. April, 1856, 
the bishop himself celebrated the first 
Mass the town Doniphan and soon 
after sent priest take residence 
there. This man short time later 
visited the Catholic settlers Wathena 
St. Peter’s Creek, was then called. 

more lasting importance for the 
permanence the Catholic Church was 
the trickle additional priests and reli- 
gious which set this time. 
November 1856, Father Defoury was 
heartily greeted the bishop. 
the year the pioneer Benedictine 
Kansas, Father Peter Henry Lemke, was 
accepted the bishop and assigned 
the pastorate Doniphan. Here, the 
following year, Benedictine community 
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was formed with the full approval the 
bishop out which time came or- 
ganization first importance for Catho- 
licity Kansas. The foundation was ap- 
proved Abbot Wimmer, St. Vin- 
cent’s Abbey, the occasion his first 
visit the West November, 1857. 
1855 Bishop Miége had proposed the 
Congregation Propaganda that this 
territory separated from that the 
Vicariate the Rocky Mountains and 
given separate administration. After 
long waiting his suggestion was finally 
acted upon 1857, but himself was 
put charge for the time being. This 
arrangement lasted until 1859. 


New Foundations 


The phenomenal growth Catholic 
life continued also through 1857, despite 
the disturbed political conditions. Dur- 
ing the summer this year new frame 
church was built, one-hundred feet long 
and forty feet wide. this time, like- 
wise, frame church measuring thirty 
forty feet was completed Doniphan. 
Periodical visits the Catholics 
Mooney Creek were begun the Bene- 
dictines from Doniphan. For time 
priest resided Lecompton the Kaw 
River and from there attended the 
smal] group Lawrence. May 
Father Augustine Wirth, now the superior 
the Benedictine community Doni- 
phan, celebrated the first Mass Atchi- 
son. Likewise visits were made from 
Doniphan the scattered settlers along 
Wolf River, where now the parish 
Fanning; the same was done Mt. 
Pleasant, near Atchison. 

The next year, 1858 brought another 
religious community the Vicariate 
which was prove itself inestimable 
blessing. This was group the Sisters 
Charity which had detached itself from 
that Nazareth, Kentucky. The first 
few arrived November 11, and six days 
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later the papers announced the opening 
new academy for girls 
worth. school for small boys was 
follow promptly. 

the summer this year Bishop 
Miége made another journey through 
Nebraska. December reported 
Father Beck the forlorn condition 
these Catholics whom was unable 
aid spiritually. Ata Provincial Coun- 
cil held St. Louis was agreed ask 
for the appointment bishop for this 
district. 

Kansas the year 1858 witnessed 
number new foundations. can 
more than give enumeration 
the more important. the Wyandotte 
village, the area the present Kansas 
City, Kansas, Father Theodore Heimann 
said the first Mass January; March 
his work was taken Father William 
Fisch, who built brick church measur- 
ing forty twenty feet. Scipio, 
Anderson County, where Bishop Miége 
had begun the work, Father Ivo 
Schacht took residence during the fall 
and Christmas completed the first 
church. From here visited the Cath- 
olics Paola and Prairie City, the present 
Baldwin, beginning the organization 
new parishes. Most numerous were the 
establishments made Father Ponzig- 
lione: Allen County, Humboldt and 
Iola; Anderson County, Greeley; 
Cherokee County, Baxter Springs; 
Coffey County, Burlington and Roy. 

The year 1859 again brought number 
new foundations and steady growth 
old ones. The Sisters Charity open- 
the first boarding school for white girls 
and for their use the bishop erected large 
building which cost $6,000. July 
they opened novitiate with five novices. 
the fall this year the Benedictine 
community was moved from Doniphan 
Atchison. 

the end the year Father Heimann 
could report that there were fourteen 
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urteen 


priests the ten Germans, 
Savoyard, Frenchman, Irishman, and 
this year Benedictines be- 
gan visit settlements Nemaha Coun- 
built crude church near Wildcat 
Creek. this time Axtell, Marshall 
County, was first visited. Emerald, 
Anderson County, Father Ivo Schacht, 
then living Scipio, supervised the 
the first log church. 

will readily understood that amid 
these new cares Bishop Miége could 
give little thought the Indian Missions. 
When complaints were made this score 
the Father General, the bishop took 
the occasion emphasize that meant 
said when was relieved the 
wote July, 1858, “for two years back 
have been entirely separated from those 


the Mission.” But this does not mean 
that longer had interest the 
work. Visits his St. Mary’s Mission 
are recorded for April and September. 
the former occasion confirmed one 
hundred and eighty-four persons. His 
view was that was bishop, but that 
responsibility for management rested 
the local superior. 

The most important the bishop’s 
personal undertakings the year 1860 
was visit the gold diggings Pike’s 
Peak and Denver City. Accompanied 
the Jesuit lay brother John Kilcullin 
set out, May His conveyance was 
his famous spring wagon which was drawn 
two mules. Colorado found 
very mixed population and con- 
siderable number Catholics. 


(Continued page forty-six) 


The Mass and the Workers 


night November, the year 
1944, vast throng filled the old 
cathedral Castres and overflowed into 


the streets. was throng French 
caught the meshes fierce 
frightful war. These workers had 
all the horror the war right from 
the beginning. They had seen their 
bothers and sons off the front lines 
become bloody, mangled bodies 
the bombings and the strafings. They 
had seen their country crushed, humili- 
ated, stripped its honor and dignity, 
pillaged and defiled the savage 
foreign power. They had 
all the poverty and want and 
hunger that the devastation 
their country had brought its wake. 
These men had known the misery 
labor known what meant 
for gruelling hours factory 


the bidding foreign dictator, and 
for small salary that was scarcely suffi- 
cient keep themselves and their fami- 
lies alive. They were depressed and be- 
wildered, and their depression and 
bewilderment they had heard things 
whispered them: glowing promises, 
earnest pledges which spoke them 
salvation and redemption and new life— 
salvation and redemption come from 
Karl Marx, new life realized 
Communism. They Communism 
preached them with burning intensi- 
they had never found any other 
preaching. They had been told that 
Communism alone could lift them out 
the blackness and hopelessness their 
misery and pain; and many them 
sounded like “the good the 
only good news which seemed realis- 
tic and have meaning for the suffering 


Page Eleven 


life worker. That was the crowd 
that packed the Cathedral Castres and 
overflowed into the streets that cold 
November night, the year 1944. 


Great Drama Enacted 


What that crowd workers saw and 
heard the cathedral that night brought 
them back another story salvation 
and redemption. was story with 
which they had once been familiar, but 
which many them had forgotten be- 
cause they had never been brought see 
the realism and actuality could have 
been the lives workers. What they 
witnessed that night told them another 
kind Communism called the Com- 
munion Saints. Years before they had 
learned the phrase rote; but the reality 
had never been preached them 
with burning intensity. 

When they entered the cathedral, they 
found themselves facing immense stage 
built level with the communion rail. 
Just the Middle Ages mystery plays 
were enacted the churches teach the 
people the meaning their religion, 
that stage that night, the glare 
floodlights, great drama was enacted 
teach these workers the meaning that 
Christ’s work Redemption could have 
for them, teach these members the 
labor unions the significance the Union 
Saints. All the actors were workers, 
and they were all dressed their work- 
ing clothes. And the drama they pre- 
sented was the story the fall France, 
with all its horror and shame and misery. 
For almost two hours these workers lived 
through the sorrow and pain crushed 
and humiliated people, until suddenly 
just before midnight there was change 
the organ music and joyful notes began 
creep into its melodies. 

that moment two carpenters appear- 
carrying with them carpenter’s work- 
bench which they set the middle 
the stage. Then group weavers 
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came forward, carrying their hands 
three long, white, linen cloths which they 
themselves had woven. They. spread 
these cloths upon the carpenter’s bench 
and thus made altar for the Holy 
Sacrifice. They were followed two 
miners, who took their place either 
side the improvised altar, with their 
lighted miner’s lamps burning like 
Then came printer with missal which 
had printed especially for the occasion. 
And thus was that the workers the 
different crafts and trades brought the 
Holy Sacrifice the fruits and the symbols 
their life toil. 

When everything was finally ready, 
Archbishop Moussaron entered and 
vest for Mass. And just the 
clock struck midnight began the offer- 
ing the Sacrifice upon that workman’s 
bench. The impact which this whole 
ceremony had upon that crowd work- 
ers was tremendous. Many them 
realized for the first time their lives 
that through the Mass their labor could 
made one with Christ’s labor love 
Calvary. great number who had 
not practiced their religion for twenty 
twenty-five years went Confession and 
Holy Communion. 

This was not the first time that 
attempt had been made France 
bring home the workers the meaning 
the Holy Sacrifice. One July night 
back 1937, midnight dialogue Mass 
was celebrated the Paris stadium be- 
fore gathering 80,000 Young Christian 
Workers, with delegates from every part 
the world. that Mass, celebrated 
there under the stars, the representatives 
all the different trades and crafts 
brought the altar the symbols their 
life They came forward slow 
procession the central stage, the miners 
from the north bearing lump coal; 
those from the east, piece iron; the 
furniture makers, plank wood. From 
the four points the horizon the weavers 


| 
lal 
liv 
ing 
the 
anc 
gar 


hands 
they 
bench 
Holy 
two 
either 
their 
which 
the 
the 


ready, 
Start- 
the 
offer- 
whole 
them 
could 
love 
had 
and 


hat 
nce 
night 
Mass 
part 
ebrated 
their 
slow 
miners 
coal; 
the 
From 
weavers 


approached the growing altar and, 
they came, formed with four long strips 
linen gigantic white cross the 


green grass. Finally, slow procession 
crossed the length the area bearing 
many shoulders cross ten meters. 
They were the invalids and their nurses. 

What was the meaning all this 
drama? What kind relation was 
trying establish between the Holy 
Sacrifice the Mass and the life work 
and order answer that ques- 
tion must back the dawn 
creation when God rested after six days 
work. 


Meaning Work 


When God first created man and placed 
him the garden paradise, was not 
His intention that man should have 
support himself hard labor, that 
should have life pain and toil and 
fatigue and weariness. But man sinned 
and lost his preternatural gifts. And 
when God expelled him from paradise 
said him: 

the earth thy work; with 
labor and toil shalt thou eat thereof all the days 
thy life. Thorns and thistles shall bring 
forth thee; and thou shalt eat the herbs 
the earth. the sweat thy face shalt thou 
eat bread till thou return the earth, out 
which thou wast taken. (Gen. 17-19) 


Man walked out the garden para- 
worker. who had never known 
anything but leisure now began dis- 
cover what meant spend long hours 
out the fields under the blazing sun 
wrestling with the stubborn earth for 
livelihood. began discover what 
meant have aching limbs and strain- 
ing muscles, and blisters and calluses, 
and broken fingernails, and 
covered with grime perspiration. 
But throughout all his pain and fatigue 
there was always something sustain 
and comfort him. For before left the 
garden paradise had heard the 


promise Redeemer who would one 
day come repair for the evils his sin 
had caused. And was the anticipa- 
tion the coming this great Redeemer 
that gave him strength and courage and 
hope the pain and toil his life 
laborer. 

But the meantime man felt the need 
rendering God the worship and 
honor and love owed Him. knew 
that one way expressing his devotion 
would words, and used this 
means. But instinctively felt that 
this was not enough. knew that true 
lovers are never satisfied with expressing 
their love words alone, that they are 
inevitably led beyond words and 
try prove their love offering gifts. 
man began look for the gifts which 
would symbolize most perfectly the sur- 
render and donation his whole life 
his Heavenly Father. And seemed 
him that nothing could offer would 
have deeper significance than the fruits 
his own daily toil. And thus that 
the book Genesis, just few verses 
atter the account the expulsion 
Adam and Eve from paradise, come 
upon these lines: 

Abel was shepherd and Cain husbandman. 
And came pass after many days that Cain 
offered the fruits the earth gifts the Lord. 


Abel also offered the firstlings his flock and 
their fat. (4: 2-4) 


Why was that from the beginning 
man instinctively felt that the most per- 
fect gifts could offer God express 
the donation himself would the 
fruits his daily labor? Was not be- 
cause the worker puts something his 
own very life into the things produces, 
something his mind and heart and 
energy? Every worker the works 
his hands; and when offers God 
the best all produces and sacrifices 
His sight, offering and sacri- 
ficing God something his own very 
being. 
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Down the years, while man was wait- 
ing for the promised Redeemer con- 
tinued sacrifice God the work his 
hands. But matter how excellent 
this sacrifice might be, could never 
adequate expression man’s debt 
God; could never repay for the sin that 
had first brought labor into the world. 
last the Redeemer came. And 
came acommon laborer. The crowds 
said Him: “Is not this the carpenter, 
the son Mary?” (Mark, 

Christ might have chosen for Himself 
life leisure and that would have been 
more than sufficient redeem the world. 
Yet deliberately chose born 
woman who knew all the toil taking 
family woman who spent her busy 
days sweeping and washing and baking 
and weaving and mending. chose 
have His foster father man who 
throughout the long hours the day 
was busy with hammer and saw and plane. 
was not very old Himself before 
began have share this daily toil. 
was first working around the home, 
helping Mary, that God came know 
the meaning labor. Later went in- 
the workshop Joseph, and there the 
hands God began wear blisters and 
calluses and broken fingernails. God be- 
gan know what meant the end 
day have weary limbs and aching 
muscles. And wielded His ham- 
mer and saw this Workman knew that 
was redeeming the world. 

Christ was redeeming the world not 
only when nails were being driven 
through His hands and the wood the 
cross, but also when His hands were 
driving nails through wood the work- 
shop Nazareth. was redeeming 
the world not only when His hands wore 
the scars the Crucified, but also when 
they wore the blisters workman. 
was redeeming the world not only 
when His brow wore drops blood com- 
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ing from the thorns, but also when wore 
drops perspiration coming from toil. 
was redeeming the world not only 
when His arms were aching from hanging 
the Cross, but also when they were 
aching from long day work. 


Daily Sacrifice 


When the time finally came for Christ 
offer the perfect Sacrifice Calvary, 
knew from His own experience that 
each day ofa laborer has its toil and suffer- 
ing and sorrow. That why wanted 
His Sacrifice be, not only eternal 
Sacrifice, but temporal Sacrifice 
Sacrifice that could renewed each day, 
and this daily renewal catch the 
daily pain and toil all those laborers 
who would unite their sacrifice with His 
and thus make their daily work part 
the work Redemption. longer 
would the sacrifice human labor have 
remain wholly inadequate expression 
man’s debt God. being caught 
into Christ’s infinite Sacrifice, human 
labor could last make satisfactory 
reparation for the sin that had first 
brought work into the world. 

emphasize this great transfor- 
mation the meaning human work, 
Christ chose bread and wine the species 
under which the daily sacrifice would 
offered. Bread and wine are both fruits 
human labor fact doubly 
For first all, wheat and grapes have 
cultivated man’s hands, and 
then, second piece work, they 
have transformed into bread and 
wine. Wheat cultivated men out 
the fields; bread made women 
the kitchen: would seem that Christ 
wanted catch into His eternal and 
infinite Sacrifice the daily work both 
man and women. 

The Church has understood well the 
mind Christ. Through the centuries 
she has made the Mass the focal point 
the life labor. The Mass has been 
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the enduring inspiration both fine and 
useful art. has called into existence 
man’s greatest achievements architec- 
ture, painting, sculpture, and music. 
But has also given new and eternal 
meaning the humbler useful arts 
which the majority men and women 
spend their lives and their energy. 
developing the liturgy the Mass 
bring out fully and perfectly and beauti- 
fully possible all that was implicit 
the Sacrifice Christ has instituted, the 
early Church inaugurated the offertory 
procession which the faithful participat- 
ing the Holy Sacrifice could bring 
the altar the fruits their labor: bread 
and wine and oil and fine wool, and all 
the other things their busy hands had 
called into existence. Some the bread 
and wine was used the Mass. The rest 
the offerings were placed the offer- 
tory table next the altar. There all 
these gifts were blessed during the Canon 
the Mass and distributed afterwards 
tothe poor and needy members Christ’s 
Mystical Body. Thus the early Christi- 
ans had vivid representation the fact 
that their daily sacrifice labor and toil 
could become part the infinite Sacri- 
fice Christ. 

modern times when the majority 
Christians receive money the fruit 
their labor instead such things corn 
and oil and wool and wine, the offering 
the gifts has been discontinued and the 
offertory collection substituted 
place. But the essential meaning has 
remained the same. For 
modern laborer presents Christ and 
His Church part his workman’s 
salary just the moment when the bread 
and wine are being offered God the 
altar, unites the sacrifice his daily 
toil with the eternal Sacrifice Christ. 

Unfortunately, all too few workers 
tealize this. The majority them think 
that the collection there nothing 
more than contribution the support 


the pastor, provision funds keep 
the church and school and convent 
good working order. Actually the col- 
lection means something far deeper than 
this. means that human labor has 
Christ’s redemptive act. Catholic 
workers could come realize all that 
this implies, our Catholic men who, out 
love for their family, work hard and 
faithfully the factories and shops 
and fields, our Catholic women who 
labor devotedly the homes and 
stores and offices could made see 
what means have their work become 
part the work Redemption, they 
would want participate the Holy 
Sacrifice not only Sundays, which are 
days rest, but also week days, which 
are days labor; they would want be- 
gin each one their working days with 
the Mass. Each morning the Offer- 
tory they would want place all the 
work and toil and pain and sorrow the 
day the paten along with the bread 
and into the chalice along with the wine, 
that the transformation the bread 
and wine into the Body and Blood 
Christ their work would some way 
transformed, become Christlike, and take 
eternal meaning. 

Labor unions are necessary, and Cath- 
olics should encouraged get into 
them and take the leadership them. 
labor union can great deal bring 
about the conditions necessary elevate 
labor the level true human dignity. 
But the Catholic can something in- 
finitely more than that: can elevate 
his labor not only the height 
dignity, but the height divine digni- 
labor union union between his labor 
and Christ’s labor love the Mass. 

The same evil spirit who came man 
the form serpent the garden 
paradise now coming him the 
form the Russian bear. was the 
one who first brought labor into the world. 
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Now wants keep that labor from 
being redeemed and lifted and made 
something divine. The Catholic worker’s 
answer Communism must Com- 
munionism. Communionism means 
intense and integral living all that 
implicit the doctrine the Communion 
Saints the doctrine that union 
which not only all workers, but all em- 
ployers also are made one the charity 
Christ. means full participation 
the communal worship the Mass. 


the request our Bishop, the 
Most Reverend George Donnelly, 
the Benedictine Sisters Mount St. 
Scholastica Convent are opening Kan- 
sas City, Kansas, September, 1949, the 
Donnelly Community College. one 
the first its kind established 
under Catholic auspices, and the an- 
swer need for Catholic higher educa- 
tion city whose population about 
160,000, one fourth which Catholic. 
community college, the name im- 
plies, one which serves the community 
which located, and adapts its pro- 
gram the educational needs the 
people living that area. most cases 
will combine general and vocational 
education, offer courses preparatory 
advanced study universities and pro- 
fessional schools well terminal cur- 
ricula, and serve center adult edu- 
cation addition satisfying the needs 
youth. that these advantages 
may available all those who wish 
make use them, the fees must kept 
low possible. 
the Report the Commission ap- 
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The Donnelly Community College 


Sister Jerome O.S.B. 


means frequent and fervent sharing 
the Sacrificial Banquet Holy 
munion which alone the true meaning 
Community finds its full and perfect 
realization. 

Communism crying out toiling 
humanity: “Workers the world, unite!” 
The Catholic Church saying the same 
thing, but she does not stop there. She 
saying: “Workers the world, unite 
your work with Christ’s work Re- 
demption.” 


pointed President Truman 1946 
re-examine the functions higher edu- 
cation the United States and the means 
which can best performed, the 
establishment public tuition-free com- 
munity colleges strongly 
Whether not favor this idea 
really beside the point. Dr. Martin 
McGuire, professor Greek and Latin 
the Catholic University and mem- 
ber the Commission, says: ““The Com- 
munity college here stay, and there 
every reason believe that will 
spread rapidly whether federal aid 
forthcoming 

This means that most our large 
cities and many the smaller ones, 
one more community colleges will 
established, either closely integrated with 
the senior high school separate 
unit, making possible for thousands 
American boys and girls college 
after they have finished the secondary 
school. Some educators think this 
very commendable project, others strong- 


disapprove, but whether like 
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reality that might just well look 
squarely the face. How many stu- 
dents will take advantage this oppor- 
tunity difficult tosay. 
will depend large measure the 
economic, political, and social conditions 
the nation and the locality. But 
let remember that one the most im- 
portant factors which the past de- 
termined whether not student would 
college will have presumably been 
removed, the financial problem. Most 
these new-type colleges will tuition- 
free, all expenses paid the federal and 
government. the past many 
our most intelligent and promising youths 
did not college simply because they 
could not afford it. The barrier ex- 
pense will have been effectually elimin- 
ated. 

What about Catholic boys and girls, 
graduates parochial, private, public 
high schools, who live the area where 
these tuitionless community colleges will 
set up? families where money 
scarce, where there are four, five, more 
children educated, will the parents 
their sons and daughters away 
liberal arts college universi- 
ty, where the annual expense for board, 
room, and tuition runs from $600 
$1600 and more? Will they even send 
them local Catholic institutions where 
present the minimum expense for 
tuition and fees approximates $300 
year? 

Some good, zealous people will doubt- 
less say answer this question, “Our 
Catholic people have made gigantic sacri- 
fices the past build and maintain 
our parochial schools. They have be- 
come accustomed paying taxes sup- 
port the public school system addition 
the amount they contribute toward 
Catholic education. They will continue 
Why should fear that they 
will fail now, frightened this new bur- 
den?” That all very true, but human 


nature very human times. Many 
our most loyal Catholics, living conven- 
iently near fine, well-equipped, tuition- 
free, public community college are going 
mightily tempted make use it, 
unless provide Catholic community 
colleges, offering the same advantages 
the public ones, plus the very distinc- 
tive benefits that accrue Catholic 
education. essential that make 
known these additional benefits, and that 
our Catholic people become vitally con- 
scious them. 

These benefits may summarized: 
curriculum based sound Catholic 
principles, with solid core religion 
and scholastic philosophy; faculty 
well-trained and self-sacrificing religious 
teachers, whose primary aim promote 
God’s glory and spread His kingdom 
among men; Catholic philosophy life, 
which will enable the student live 
this contemporary world attain 
his final end the next. Catholics 
are thoroughly cognizant these facts, 
how can they secular institutions 
too often permeated with false philoso- 
phies, where the faculty largely com- 
posed atheists, materialists, and skep- 
tics, where God completely banned 
from the classroom and religion forbid- 
den topic? 

There will many difficulties 
establishing Catholic community col- 
leges, and the greatest these will un- 
doubtedly the financial one. The: 
Report the President’s Commission 
states very clearly that private institu- 
tions higher learning are not receive 
any funds from the federal government. 
How then are they supported? 
The tuition rates must kept low 
expect students attend our colleges 
preference the free public ones. 
have followed this policy low tuition 
many our diocesan and parochial 
high schools, and has proved fairly suc- 
cessful. Sisters are used teaching for 
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nominal salary, they will feel right 
home college where monetary re- 
turns are very meager. But money will 
have raised somehow for capital 
outlay and current expenditures. Father 
Cyril Meyer, dean St. John’s College 
Brooklyn, suggests that the income 
from student fees supplemented 
diocesan fund drive, and that some 
sort consistent program appeal 
for contributions the cause Catholic 
education introduced. important 
also that conserve our limited resources 
and avoid wasteful duplicaton, being care- 
ful set our community colleges only 
centers where opportunities for Catho- 
lic higher education are not already 
offered. 

establishing the Donnelly Com- 
munity College, many these difficulties 
are non-existent, owing the foresight 
and generosity our Bishop. The land 
and buildings already belonged the 
diocese, great the usual initial 
expense was spared. The cost for re- 
pairs, remodeling, and equipment was 
taken care diocesan fund. Most 
the faculty for the first year, least, 
will composed members our own 
Community and diocesan priests, 
the matter salary will not too much 
burden. Later on, course, more 
lay teachers will hired. The total 
expense for student for one year will 
about $100. This the amount 
would pay attended the junior col- 
lege the same city. 

The general purpose the Donnelly 
Community College twofold: en- 
able Catholic boys and girls this locali- 
continue their education, general 
and vocational, Catholic institution 
without prohibitive expense; permit 
adults whose formal education com- 
pleted return for special courses which 
may serve stimulus and beneficial 
them their civic, social, and religious 
life. The curriculum, therefore, will in- 
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clude general education, pre-professional 
courses, vacational training, and special- 
ized courses for adults. Although the 
College primarily for Catholics, one 
will excluded account race, color, 
creed. the present time are 
trying determine what the needs 
the community are, that can build 
our program accordingly. have had 
interviews with priests, Sisters, doctors, 
lawyers, politicians, business men, labor- 
ers, parents, teachers, and students. 
more thorough and systematic survey 
will made after the College has been 
operation year two. Some the 
courses that have been suggested de- 
sirable are the following: Great Books, 
contemporary literature, speech, parlia- 
mentary practice, radio, business English, 
commercial Spanish, marketing, clothing, 
foods and nutrition, child care, health and 
hygiene, political science, government, 
labor problems, encyclicals, accounting, 
interior decorating, ethics, theology for 
the laity, art appreciation, and the Bible. 
This adds educational hodge- 
podge and not all these courses will 
given, but stimulating know that 
there are people our cities who are real- 
interested such subjects. 

Another problem that must given 
careful attention that guidance, 
personal, social, and occupational. 
hit-and-miss system will not do. There 
will have tests discover the stu- 
dent’s aptitudes, conferences with train- 
counsellor, and means finding out 
opportunities for employment the city 
well outside it. This colos- 
sal task itgelf, but one that can hardly 
side-stepped the college accom- 
plish its avowed purpose. 

impossible foresee what the 
actual development the Donnelly 
Community College will predict 
There will many contribut- 
ing factors, some quite our con- 
trol. Our chief aim founding it, how- 
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ever, can summed follows: Pub- 
lic tuition-free community colleges are 
being established throughout the United 
States. not wish our youth 
trained these secular institutions, 
must establish Catholic community 
colleges with tuition fees low pos- 
sible. This why are opening Don- 


nelly Community College Kansas City 
next fall. want put within the 
reach all the boys and girls, men and 
women the city the opportunities 
Catholic higher education. The under- 
taking precarious and the difficulties 
many, but the cause God’s and with 
His help all things are possible. 


The Dante Encyclical: the Magna Carta Literature 


Rev. Cummins, O.S.B. 


the fifteenth May, 1891, Pope 
Leo XIII published encyclical 
which the working men the world 
their Magna Carta. Forty years 
later, Pope Pius felt his duty 
renew the mesgage Leo’s forgotten en- 
cyclical. the thirtieth April, 1921, 
Pope Benedict published encycli- 
cal which the worldwide teachers 
literature were see their own Magna 
Carta? this encyclical too process 
being forgotten? 1965, say, honor 
the seventh centenary Dante’s birth, 
will the reigning pontiff have tell the 
forgetful world what has lost ignor- 
ing the encyclical written commemo- 
rate the sixth centenary Dante’s death? 
cal and pseudo-prophetic, demands 
answer two other questions: 


What precise meaning when 
say that the Dante encyclical find 
the Magna Carta literature? 


what grounds affirm that 
the Dante encyclical forgotten en- 


The Rights Literature 


Magna Carta means authoritative 
and definitive document which approves 


and sanctions long-contested rights. 
what rights long-contested refer? 
How does the Dante encyclical approve 
and sanction these rights? 

Literature the handmaid wisdom. 
Behind this bald statement lies the story 
age-old warfare. One army pro- 
claims that literature enemy 
driven forth intruder and usurper. 
The opposing army maintains that litera- 
ture, far from being intruder, with 
rights all the court wisdom, 
rather the very queen that court. 

The history that long warfare the 
history human education. Plato ex- 
cluded poets from his ideal republic. 
reaction, the Greek poets, tragic and 
comic, found literature substitute for 
Plato’s ideal. Occidental Christians of- 
ten attempted banish the pagan clas- 
sics. Many Renaissance Christians all 
but deified pagan literature. Pietism, 
these last four centuries, looked 
literature unwarranted intruder. 
our own age, dominated best-seller 
propaganda, literature enthroned the 
place wisdom. 

Truth its nature the mountain 
highway, flanked opposing precipices, 
each equally dangerous. Literature, the 
enemy wisdom that one precipice. 
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Literature, the substitute for wisdom— 
that the second precipice. Literature, 
neither enemy nor rival, but the hand- 
maid wisdom that the golden 
middle way. 

Literature, then, claims three rights, 
two negative, one positive. She not 
alien intruder. She not the queen. 
She the handmaid, the lady-in-waiting, 
who clothes the queen with beauty and 
splendor. 

the age-old warfare around these 
contested rights, has literature found 
defenders? She has found defenders, 
wise and eloquent defenders. Aristotle 
saw all the arts, literature included, 
arts the most fundamental, hand- 
maids and instrumentalities that wis- 
dom which his followers called metaphys- 
ics. St. Basil the Great, whom the 
Oriental Church honors its schoolmas- 
ter, whom St. Benedict the Occident 
styles ‘our father’, defended the pagan 
classics substructure Christian edu- 
cation. St. Augustine saw Vergil, 
whom all but transcribes, the prophet 
and forerunner the City God, which 
inspired Charlemagne. 
writing Latin, still more proficient 
writing Greek, St. Thomas More found 
Renaissance eloquence the harness 
needed defend unto death the wisdom 
Christ. 

Defended through the ages these 
champions, does literature our own 
day still need Magna Carta? Alas, 
yes, just imperiously does labor, and 
the family, and education. “My people 
have forgotten Me, have not known Me, 
have ignored Me.” That divine cry, 
spoken repeatedly over the chosen people, 
the desert, the promised land, 
their Babylonian exile, reechoed 
Christ over Jerusalem, likewise the 
eternal cry Christ’s vicar Christ’s 
people. our own day, when never 
before, all Christian values are jeopardiz- 
ed, the cry echoed and reechoed from 
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Leo XIII Pius XII papal encyclicals, 


The Encyclical 


The Dante encyclical, then, 
ciple which underlies this statement 
have already dwelt. Literature the 
handmaid wisdom. Catholic litera- 
ture the handmaid Catholic 
now come the question fact: 
not this papal document the 
Magna Carta literature? The test 
very simple, simple but indispensable: 
Read the document. 

That abrupt word advice four- 
pronged. One should note: the contents, 
the citations, the author, the audience. 
Under each these four headings can 
only suggest what hope the reader will 
find. 

The purpose literature draw 
men love wisdom. Tested this 
standard Dante supreme. Why? Be- 
cause drank wisdom its purest 
source: Scripture, the Fathers, St. Thomas 
Aquinas. His great work ‘shines not less 
with the splendor divinely received 
truth than does with all the beauties 
human the reader finds what 
have here suggested, will already 
agree that literature looked upon, 
not usurper, not outcast, but 
the handmaid wisdom. 

Still, hesitant note may creep into 
one’s voice. Was not Dante’s monar- 
chia for centuries the Index? Yes. 
And did this fact not lead even the great 
Newman look with disfavor Dante 
Catholic writer? Again, yes. And 
with Newman, think, sided many 
his admirers. one admirer not 
merely think so, know. The writer 
this paper looks back with regret 
years prejudice against Dante. And 
Newman’s authority fanned the embers 
that prejudice. The encyclical burned 
away this stigma Dante’s brow. 
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This poet, condemned for reasons polit- 
ical prudence, not only transcendent 
glory the human race,’ with ‘un- 
rivaled eminence the field letters 
and but likewise foremost de- 
fender the Roman Pontiff, the ‘in- 
fallible judge the truth that comes 
from God,’ whom questions faith 
and morals, all men, the emperor includ- 
ed, are bound fullheartedly subject, 
under pain eternal loss. 

Having read the document, turn 
now its footnotes. One citation 
from St. Leo the Great. the remain- 
ing eight, all from works Dante, five 
are from monarchia itself, the very 
book which long Pope Benedict 
XV’s predecessors had kept the In- 
dex Prohibited Books. 

Roman wisdom here its best. 
Pope Benedict XV, while not pilloring 
his predecessors, who were guided polit- 
ical necessities, will yet proclaim, un- 
mistakable fashion, that the book thus 
proscribed, and hence long misunder- 
not merely removed from the In- 
dex, but included the announce- 
ment which proclaims Dante world- 
wide mouthpiece wisdom, divine and 
human, spiritual 

Why does the Pope not cite the Divine 
Comedy itself? The answer that 
does. But his citations are implicit, in- 
terwoven with his own text, compli- 
ment, may believe, his readers, who 
are supposed recognize them belong- 
ing Dante, and him alone. Our one 
illustration this hidden beauty will not, 
publication. 

One paragraph, which the pontiff 
teaches that Dante genuinely modern, 
closes with this sentence: “Behind Dan- 
te’s symbols, and behind ours, lies hidden 
that ‘truth brought from heaven, 
that lifts such sublime 


The phrase thus quoted will recog- 
nized illustration Dante’s power 
piercing condensation. Aquinas be- 
gins his Summa saying that theology 
‘comes from heaven and leads back 
truth pervades the Disputa, where 
Raphael paints the Gospels coming 
from heaven, center around the Blessed 
Sacrament, which our Way back 

The phrase, then, Dante’s, yes. But 
where spoken, and from whose lips 
does let fall? spoken the 
seventh the ten heavens, the heaven 
Saturn, where meet the spirits who 
earth were devoted contemplation. 
whose lips does put the phrase? 
Let quote the passage: 

That mount, upon whose slope Cassino lying, 
frequented was summit heaven-vaulted 
folk deceived evil practice vying. 

And who first yonder halted, 

name him, who our earth conveyed 
that truth whereby men are high exalted. 
(Paradiso, XXII, 37-42) 

This one illustration may serve show 

that the language the Dante encyclical 

emulates the language Dante himself. 

Even were the writer this docu- 
ment private author, his pronounce- 
ment were unusually noteworthy. Dante, 
long sign contradiction, hence- 
forth hearald Christian wisdom. 

The same were true, if, instead 
encyclical, the Pope had written letter 
encourage the Dante Centenary Com- 
mittees. would thus have been tread- 
ing the roads followed 
sors. Julius approved Raphael’s Dis- 
puta, which immortalizes Dante both 
poet and theologian. number 
Popes, for example, Paul III, Pius IV, 
Clement XII, and Pius VII, had accept- 
dedication editions the Divine 
Comedy commentaries upon Pius 
answered Aroux going Ravenna 
and laying wreath Dante’s 

But add power and solemnity his 


Page Twenty-one 


monar- 
great 
And 
any 
not 


appeal the pope chose this higher form 
cyclical has two exceptional peculiarities. 
First, devoted the magnification 
layman, whom proclaims the 
inspiring herald Christian wisdom, al- 
most, might venture say, minor 
doctor the Church. Secondly, recog- 
nizes Dante the integrated ideal 
education, wherein literature, the queen 
the arts, wedded theology. 


Lastly, what audience the Pope 
addressing? Encyclicals, well known, 
are ordinarily addressed the bishops, 
archbishops, primates, 
who, communion with the Roman 
Pontiff, rule the Church God. 
exception, unexampled, modern 
this solemn authoritative 
form communication addressed: 
the Teachers and Students Letters and 
Liberal Arts the Entire Catholic 
World.” 


The Forgotten Encyclical 


Here rests first The 
Dante Encyclical the Magna Carta 
literature. The worldwide classroom 
henceforth worldwide shrine wisdom. 

The encyclical promised tri- 
umphant success. ‘The sixth centenary 
year Dante’s death (1921) was meant 
melt down age-old prejudices glow- 
ing barrage enthusiasm. exponents 
literature, invited the encyclical 
share Peter’s office drawing all things 
Christ, were see Dante what 
Roman theology sees Aquinas. The 
educational life the Church, sickening 
the godless atmosphere excoriated 
vain Cardinal Newman, was find 
Newman’s Florentine predecessor the 
physician its ills. From his throne 
the classroom Dante was send forth 
soldiers wisdom, battle with 
random theories, and sophis- 
tries, and dashing paradoxes,” which 
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still dominate that literary world called 
public opinion. 

Has that bright promise become reali- 
ty? brought forth indeed the blos- 
soms springtide, least our periodi- 
cal press. One the most gratifying 
these blossoms was the September num- 
ber the Catholic World (1921). 
printed version the encyclical, flanked 
numerous and worthy Dantean essays. 
Notable among these essays was one en- 
Father Gillis, the editor: “Dante 
the companion, helpful, instructive, and 
engaging all.” 

Blossoms should followed leaves, 
and leaves fruits. the twenty-eight 
years since 1921, have seen unexampled 
material prosperity, followed first un- 
exampled depression, then breath- 
ing spell, which ended second world- 
contest apocalyptic dimensions and 
colors. that chaos Dante’s voice has 
grown weak and weaker. Once, 
after the peace which not peace, his 
name was heard across the land, favor 
one world and one world-government. 

But surely, you will say, the encyclical 
has borne fruit its direct aim: Dante 
the classroom literature. Courses 
Dante are now offered and 
universities wherein before was but 
name. The statement true. God 
grant become more true. But un- 
pleasant question arises: this wider 
interest Dante result the Dante 
encyclical? not rather result 
external pressure, exerted secular in- 
stitutions, popularized lists great 
books, which must perforce include 
Dante’s name? 

How answer this question? How often, 
American classrooms, has the Dante 
encyclical, will not say, been urged upon 
students eloquent and authoritative 
document, but referred even the 
most casual and transitory manner? You 
will say, rightly, that the answer could 
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naire addressed to, and answered mil- 
lions students. Adequate answer, 
admit. But straws show which way 
the wind blows. Let put down few 
instances which point the conclusion 
that the Dante encyclical the forgotten 
encyclical. 

nun writes that she pursued 
Dantean course one our best known 
Catholic institutions, but that she did 
not know even the existence the Dante 
encyclical until she opened book 
Dante Theologian. 

Conversation with well-known 
Dante scholar left under the impres- 
sion that had not read the encyclical 
before appeared translation. 

one critics the Dante 
encyclical was unknown that con- 
founded with the encyclical St. Bene- 
dict, and assigned not Benedict XV, 
but Pius XII! 

this induction job too slender? so, 
let challenge. will thank God 
overwhelmed with contrary evi- 
dence. But meanwhile, looking the 
green, wonder how dry the dry wood. 
papal encyclical appears, which cries: 
“Go silver jubilee the 
reveals Catholic authors who 
see Dante, not the unswerving teacher 
the Catholic faith, but the disguised 
protagonist Oriental Certain- 
ly, will not bind these authors 
accept the encyclical dogmatic defini- 
tion. But may demand them, 
the lowest grounds, the recognition 
papal adversary. are these authors 
too basking blissful ignorance the 
very existence such adversary? 
And the absence protest against such 
insulting treatment, not revelation 
similar ignorance many our class- 
rooms where Catholic literature taught? 

summarize: Like Aquinas, like 
Augustine, like John and Paul, like Christ 


(Continued page thirty-eight) 


Nursing Education 


Catholic College 


single unit society exists 
without influencing society gen- 
eral and likewise without being influence 
the society which exists, find 
nursing changing with society through the 
centuries. When life was simple was 
nursing, and life became more complex 
nursing kept pace with it. longer 
nursing only the care the sick the 
hospital. True, includes such care, 
but much more extensive. The aim 
the nurse today assist curing 
the ill, preventing illness, and pro- 
moting health. Such objectives demand 
broad preparation for the person who 
carry the work. She must know 
not only the hospital but also the com- 
munity which she work. She 
must see that community part 
the nation and the world. 

planning the educational program 
for the modern nurse, educators must pro- 
vide instruction and experience that will 
prepare her fill the health demands 
present-day society. With this overall 
objective mind the administration and 
the faculty the College St. Scholas- 
tica set basic four-year curriculum 
nursing prepare the nurse func- 
tion the hospital, the field public 
health nursing, and private practice. 
Realizing that the nurse must function 
Christian her work, that she must 
bring Christ the people with whom 
and for whom she works, the College aims 
develop her the social graces, and 
lead her realize the role the true 
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nurse. religion, philosophy, 
and ethics, with opportunity live life 
motivated religion, form solid 
Christian foundation for living. The 
courses liberal arts and the participa- 
tion social activities develop her into 
cultured woman who able express 
herself and influence others. she de- 
velops into cultured Christian woman, 
she also assisted develop the atti- 
tudes and skills professional nurse. 
Her instruction and experience include 
nursing the hospital, other institu- 
tions, and city visiting nurse or- 
ganization. 

During the first two semesters, the stu- 
dent the College St. Scholastica pur- 
sues general liberal arts program. She 
learns appreciate the culture other 
ages, she studies that her own age, 
and strives form within herself the atti- 
tudies and graces cultured Christian 
woman. She learns 
both orally and writing. She acquires 
store scientific knowledge upon which 
she can draw order give good intel- 
ligent care her patients. She learns 
about the body and how functions; 
about the mind and how reacts 
various influences; about man, what 
and why is. 

the first summer her training, the 
student takes residence St. Mary’s 
Nurses’ Home and begins her introduc- 
tory course and experiences. 
Having this experience early the pro- 
gram enables her determine whether 
not nursing the vocation which she 
wishes pursue. not, she can change 
some other field when she returns 
the College the fall semester. This 
experience, also, enables the faculty 
determine whether not the student 
nursing material. not, she can ad- 
vised transfer another field. 

With the opening the fall term, the 
student returns the College con- 
tinue her liberal arts work. Two pro- 
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fessional courses, history nursing and 
pharmacology, are carried during this 
term. The student secures limited 
amount experience the hospital 
wards throughout the semester. The 
professional work continued, but there 

The concentrated professional work 
begins with the second semester the 
second year. The student transfers 
the clinical field St. Mary’s Hospital 
where she finishes the experiences and 
instruction medical and surgical nurs- 
ing the operating room diet therapy 
before beginning the rotations the 
other participating institutions. The first 
rotation Hibbing,* Minnesota, where 
she spends eight weeks the wards 
smaller hospital and four weeks the 
medical clinics the mines. The in- 
struction during this portion the pro- 
gram points the relationship existing 
between the hospital and the community. 
The student will see the patient the 
clinic before admitted and after 
discharged from the hospital. She will 
visit him his home after leaves the 
hospital. She will visit the school and 
observe sight-saving classes. She will ob- 
serve the work done regional ortho- 
pedic clinics. she observes and 
some degree participates the health 
work the community, she will also 
learn its special needs and what she 
nurse and person must help 
meet those needs. 

Other experiences gained St. Mary’s 
Hospital include the following: care 
mothers and new-born infants, care 
sick children, care the mentally ill, and 
care patients with contagious diseases. 
While the service for the ill child, the 
student spends two weeks children’s 
home. Here she learns how the normal 
child develops, what his dietary needs are 
different ages, what his play needs are, 


*The largest open-pit mines the world are 
located Hibbing. 
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how develops emotionally and intel- 
lectually. The disadvantages insti- 
tutional life for child are noted along 
with the steps that can taken 
remedy matters. 

Since one the health problems the 
nation. tuberculosis, opportunity 
learn about the disease and its treatment 
and the care patients suffering from 
provided through four-week affili- 
ation the county sanatorium Nopem- 
ing, Minnesota. the student has 
experience the admission ward, the 
ambulatory wards, the extra-pulmonary 
wards, and the operating room. She also 
observes the follow-up clinic and 
accompanies the visiting nurse the 
homes discharged patients. 

the last semester the fourth year 
the student again takes residence 
the College. She completes the liberal 
arts requirements and takes her work 


public health. Although the public 
health aspect nursing care integrated 
into every service where the student 
studies, special study health and wel- 
fare agencies made this last term 
and experience home nursing given. 

developing this curriculum nurs- 
ing the College attempted make use 
facilities the community which would 
aid the student learn nursing com- 
prehensive service, although she herself 
will serving only one phase it. 
She should see her work part and 
relation the whole field health 
work. attempt made have the 
student realize her personal responsibility 
for the welfare her fellow men. She 
does not merely perform host routine 
duties, fill certain position, draw cer- 
tain salary, but she helping build 
healthy nation and spreading the king- 
dom Christ earth. 


St. Vincent Archabbey: 


Center Missionary Activity 
Very Rev. O.S.B. 


Vincent Archabbey, frequently 

called the Monte Cassino America, 
was founded locality closely connect- 
with the early history Catholicity 
Pennsylvania. The first holy Mass 
was offered its vicinity 1787, the 
year the framing the Constitution 
the United States. Its first property 
was acquired the year President Wash- 
ington took the oath office. The farm, 
called Hall,” which the 
present monastery built, was bought 
Franciscan the same year that 
the first bishop the country was con- 
secrated. that time the parish limits 
were those Western Pennsylvania 
which now divided into three dioceses. 


1799, Father Peter Helbron, then 
pastor “Sportsman’s Hall,” welcomed 
his first neighbor, the prince-priest 
Gallitzin, who founded Loretto, fifty 
miles the east, and assisted him lay- 
ing the cornerstone the first Catholic 
Church Pittsburgh, 1807. 

During the next forty years the sons 
St. Francis and secular priests served 
pastors, and the original foundation 
was renamed. July 19, 1835, Bishop 
Francis Kenrick Philadelphia 
blessed new church, and, according 
his custom, gave the name the saint 
the day whose feast was dedicated. 
Thus was that St. Vincent’s and the 
first Abbot the monastery established 
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there were intimately associated with 
missionary activity the United States. 

Here St. Vincent’s, Latrobe, Penn- 
sylvania, Father Boniface Wimmer found- 
the first Benedictine monastery 
North America. was native 
Bavaria from the neighborhood Ratis- 
bon, where made his classical studies. 
After his theological course the Uni- 
versity Munich, was ordained priest 
1831 the saintly Bishop Michael 
Wittmann. year later, however, with 
the advice Bishop Wittman, decided 
enter the Benedictine Order St. 
Michael’s Priory, Metten, which had 
been restored 1830. After pronouncing 
his vows Father Boniface was appointed 
various offices, but ever cherished 
desire for missionary work, especially 
among the German immigrants the 
United States. His first efforts, how- 
ever, obtain permission Ameri- 
were unsuccessful, because the young 
community Metten had scarcely enough 
men carry out its own work. 
chance met the Reverend Henry Lem- 
ke, Father Gallitzin’s first successor, who 
had come Europe 1845, obtain 
missionaries for the newly organized 
diocese Pittsburgh. This casual meet- 
ing the Benedictine house Munich 
was have far-reaching consequences for 
Father Boniface and the future Bene- 
dictinism America. Father Boniface 
immediately offered his services for mis- 
sionary work, provided could obtain 
permission from his superiors. 

Permission was not immediately grant- 
ed, yet Father Boniface continued take 
active interest the German immi- 
grants the new world. wrote 
article for the Augsburg Postzeitung, 
November 1845, which stated 
that while seminary Europe might 
offer temporary assistance the settlers, 
the surest means achieving permanent 
results was establish Benedictine 
monastery America. 
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declared that while the first recruits 
would have come from the fatherland, 
time native clergy could built 
and eventually Benedictine monastery, 
With its home rule, the vow stability 
its members, the work the priests 
and that the brothers the fields and 
the trades would eventually become 
center culture and missionary activi- 
ties. Father Boniface’s long exposition 
might called the “Great Charter 
Benedictinism” the United States. 


Father Boniface Seeks Aid 


When asked were willing carry 
out such plan, Father Boniface joyfully 
answered the affirmative. Permission 
was granted him, and once sought 
men and means for the 
ing financial help from the Louis Mission 
Society, found eighteen men who were 
ready accompany him the United 
States. Four them were students from 
the college which taught and were 
also candidates for the priesthood; the 
remaining fourteen were young men, 
drawn from all walks life, who aspired 
the brotherhood. Not one the 
original group was Benedictine and only 
one had ever been inside monastery 
the Order. little wonder that some 
Father Boniface’s timid confreres called 
him idealist, and even ecclesiastical 
adventurer. Guided Benedictine prin- 
ciples and the patterns early monastic 
foundations, could not diverted 
from his plan. The religious pioneers left 
Munich, July 25, 1846, and landed 
New York, September 15. Here, the 
neighboring German priests, and among 
them one Father Boniface’s confreres 
from Salzburg, now pastor St. Mary’s 
church, Newark, New Jersey, declared 
that the undertaking was doomed 
failure. They advised the good Benedic- 
tine missionary accept parish, send 
the students seminary, and dismiss 
the candidates for the Order 
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they said, “‘they would soon leave him 
anyway.” Even Father Lemke, who six 
years later joined their ranks, acknowl- 
edges his autobiography that the 
time their coming did not believe 
possible found Benedictine monas- 
tery with such men. 

After week weary traveling the 
missionaries arrived St. Joseph’s, now 
Carrolltown, Pennsylvania. They were 
sadly disappointed. The place had only 
small church and few houses. The 
land was poor and only partly cleared, 
fact which loomed large the minds 
these men who had come from one the 
most fertile regions Europe. Upon 
his arrival, however, Father Boniface re- 
ceived letter welcome and encourage- 
ment from the Most Reverend Michael 
Bishop Pittsburgh. The 
young Benedictine decided once pay 
his respects his new superior the 
episcopal city. his great surprise, 
Bishop O’Connor offered him St. Vin- 


cent’s, the oldest parish the diocese, 
which had much better farm attached 
than the one St. Joseph’s. The 


congregation, however, 
speaking. The next day the prelate per- 
sonally conducted him the place. 
Father Boniface, who had grown 
the farm, saw once the advantages 
the proposition, but deemed best 
making decision consult his com- 
When returned St. 
Joseph’s and broached the subject, the 
entire group pleaded that take this new 
farm. 


Foundation St. 


Father Boniface and his companions 
left St. Joseph’s about the middle Octo- 
ber and two days later reached St. Vin- 
cent. The situation for founding 
monastery here was indeed unique. 
hundred feet the north the church 
stood residence, formerly occupied 
the pastor but now used home and 


school for the Sisters Mercy who had 
come from Ireland only three years be- 
fore. Three hundred feet from the en- 
trance the church was old log house 
which lived farmer and his large 
family. Southeast the church was 
one-story brick building with two rooms, 
not yet plastered, and garret which 
served temporary quarters for the 
pastor, Father Michael Gallagher. 
welcomed the group his modest home 
and sheltered them during the winter 
months. One room served the priests 
and was also used class and study room 
for the students; the other room became 
the community dining room and also 
housed two sick members who had be- 
come ill the journey, one whom 
lingered for months. The garret was 
converted into common dormitory 
where beds were spread the floor. 
Writing later King Louis Bavaria, 
Father Boniface said that was not hard 
rise from such beds 3:40 the morn- 
ing and the church for Matins, al- 
though neither the church nor the sleep- 
ing quarters were heated. Such was the 
first Benedictine monastery the 
States. 

October 24, Father Boniface in- 
ducted his companions into the novitiate. 
Since only six habits were available, 
soon the young men were invested, 
they went the sacristy, where they took 
off their habits that the same ones 
could used again for the investiture 
others. Thus was literally true that 
the does not make the monk. 

The first winter brought extraordinary 
trials the little band Benedictines. 
Their funds ran low, and their friends 
Europe seemed have forgotten them. 
was only through the help new 
friends who sold them goods and food 
supplies credit that they were able 
live. Through the grace God and the 
good example their superior, all the 
postulants persevered. 
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May 1847, the Sisters Mercy 
moved their new convent, and the 
Benedictines occupied the building vacat- 
them. This change bettered their 
housing condition, but new difficulty 
arose. Bishop O’Connor wished en- 
list the services Father Boniface and 
his men for purely diocesan purposes. 
Father Boniface saw once that compli- 
ance with such request would change 
his whole plan. would also deprive 
him financial help from the Louis 
Mission Society upon which largely 
depended. certain that had 
accepted Bishop O’Connor’s offer, the 
Benedictine Order would never have 
spread the United States 
After several months negotiations 
about the matter, Father Boniface finally 
decided leave St. Vincent. the last 
hour, however, compromise between 
him and Bishop O’Connor was reached 
and the Benedictines remained. 

During the controversy Father Boni- 
face was aided his friend, Father Joseph 
Mueller, secretary the Louis Mission 
Society. Through his instrumentality, 
Father Boniface received professor, the 
Revererid Peter Lechner, doctor 
theology from the University Munich, 
and Prior the Abbey Scheyern, who 
also brought with him August, 1847, 
seventeen candidates. Thus after year 
the Community already had forty mem- 
bers. With this increase Father Boni- 
face turned his attention further mis- 
sionary work. Apostolic zeal dominated 
his whole life, arid almost incredible 
how well succeeded most his 
undertakings. 

When Father Gallagher resigned his 
pastorship, the bishop appointed Father 
Boniface his successor. The zealous 
Benedictine began his new duties 
visiting all parts Westmoreland Coun- 
ty, the limits his parish, which now had 
nearly sixty churches. wrote 
friends saying that for weeks had been 
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almost continually the saddle, even 
having the Blessed Sacrament with him 
for sudden sickcalls, and that his horse 
might called movable chapel. The 
first fruit his labors was the construc- 
tion three churches during the first 
year. Father Boniface received addi- 
tional help from abroad, and one his 
theologians was ordained priest, de- 
cided expand into other counties 
Pennsylvania. priests Carroll- 
town, Cambria, and St. Marys, Elk 
County. 1852, Rome elevated his 
foundation, which now had sixty mem- 
bers, the rank canonical priory. 
Moreover, for some time Father Boniface 
had planned enlist Sisters his mis- 
sionary work, proposing that they con- 
duct schools for girls various parishes. 
His correspondence reveals the fact that 
before left Europe had thought 
securing the aid Sisters. had 
promised some pious German women that 
would organize auxiliary group. 
When arrived the Pittsburgh diocese 
realized that such plan was untimely, 
since two institutions religious women 
were already there, the Sisters Mercy 
and the Sisters Notre Dame. was 
only after the latter community left the 
colony, along with the Redemptorist 
Fathers, that Father Boniface could carry 
out his original plan. secured the 
promise Sisters while was Europe 
1851. the following year Benedic- 
tine nuns from St. Walburga Convent, 
came St. Vincent’s, and 
were conducted St. Mary’s, Pennsyl- 
vania. 

1855 the Holy See raised St. Vin- 
cent’s monastery the rank abbey 
and made the basis for the American 
Cassinese Congregation. The Abbey 
that time had over one hundred members. 

Meanwhile the Benedictine nuns 
the United States were increasing rapidly 
and Abbot Boniface hoped 
similar rank for their convents. How- 
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How- 


ever, mainly through personal opposi- 
tion his jurisdiction was unsuccess- 
ful. 1859 the Sacred Congregation 
the Religious altered the vows the 
Sisters and placed them under the juris- 
diction the local bishops, with the 
recommendation, however, that their 
founder Abbot Boniface should have some 
prerogatives. Thus continued 
for the welfare the Sisters 
number incidents prove. Writing 
1864 from the Kansas Priory his 
Procurator Rome says: 


Last fall seven Benedictine Sisters arrived 
here from Minnesota. Across from the priory 
they have neat convent which was built under 
Father Prior’s direction. Their boarding school 
has twelve girls from the best families the 
State, and forty-two day pupils from the town. 
cost $4150, and the people adopted unique 
plan pay for it. They founded society 
one hundred fathers families who are con- 
tributing fifty cents month. Unless in- 
creases membership, eight ten years will 
pass before they will cancel that debt. These 
Sisters are leading exemplary lives. When they 
started this foundation, Father who believes 
that has special mission reform the Order 
influenced them rise midnight, recite 
daily the whole office choir, and abstain 
from meat. evident that few these nuns, 
who have teach every day, are able observe 
such severe religious routine. Moreover, they 
are poor and they could buy meat which cheap, 
but cannot afford the much higher expenses for 
fish. explained them that this Father has 
faculties from Rome make new Statutes, 
and counselled them return their former ob- 
servance. They gladly followed advice. 
These nuns are now under the jurisdiction 
bishops, but all prioresses still appeal 
and doubts. Something, therefore, 
should done govern them with the Holy 
Rule firm basis. 


The creation the Abbey St. Vin- 
cent became incentive for great mis- 
sionary activities. 1856 five men left 
the motherhouse establish Benedictine 
missions Minnesota. Ten years later 
this foundation grew into the Abbey 
St. John and became another center for 
new foundations. 1857 two members 


from St. Vincent’s went Kansas, where 
Father Lemke had preceded them while 
the abbot was Rome, and this priory 
Atchison became abbey 1876. 
the same year two Fathers and 
Brother were installed St. Mary’s 
parish, Newark, N.J., which 1884 be- 
came the fourth abbey the Congrega- 
tion. 1858 the Abbot St. Vincent’s 
accepted St. Joseph’s congregation 
Covington, Ky., where the Fathers soon 
had large mission field. 1859 Bishop 
Odin Galveston, Texas, appealed 
St. Vincent’s for missionaries for his 
German settlers, and transferred San 
Jose, near San Antonio, them. the 
same year, Abbot Boniface accepted St. 
Mary’s church, Erie, Pennsylvania, with 
view branching out into Canada. 
1860, had two more offers: one from 
Bishop Duggan Chicago, take over 
St. Joseph’s that metropolis, and an- 
other from Bishop McGill Richmond, 
Virginia, administer St. Mary’s the 
capital city. Both missions became cen- 
ters for further Benedictine labors. 
1861 took over Sandwich College and 
several missions the province On- 
tario, Canada, and 1862, was asked 
assist Benedictines Brazil, South 
America, who had been suppressed 
the Masonic government. 

Such expansion bewildered Abbot Boni- 
face’s friends Europe, and even officials 
Rome. himself, however, con- 
sidered such missionary endeavors his 
duty. Thus wrote King Louis 
Bavaria, great benefactor his founda- 
tion Minnesota: 

better that come there first pre- 


serve the faith these immigrants, than con- 
vert them after they lost it. 


similar way expressed his mind 
about the missions 


Benedictines should not always the 
last such work, but like the Jesuits found 
the front ranks. 


Again, letter Bishop Roosevelt 
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Bayley who had asked for men, an- 
swered: 

Self-love and well-ordered love our Holy 
Church are the forces that point the West 
and draw thither. 

Prelates who tried obtain his help 
praising parish mission were cer- 
tain refused. usually wrote 
such letters the laconic indi- 
cate his answer, and even replied 
Bishop Timon Buffalo: never took 
over parish for which diocesan priest 
could found.” 


War Retards Work 


The Civil War brought temporary 
halt this Benedictine expansion, but 
after the silver jubilee the foundation 
St. Vincent’s 1871, new period 
missionary activities began. Plans were 
laid for six more abbeys. 

1871, the Chapter the Congrega- 
tion decided establish special house 
for English-speaking monks. Creston, 
was chosen the location for the 
new priory which was not too successful. 
1875 the Most Reverend James Gib- 
bons, Bishop Richmond, Virginia, 
offered the abbot farm the vicariate 
North Carolina, which was also 
the administrator. After decade this 
foundation became known Maryhelp, 
now Belmont Abbey. The next year 
Bishop Quinlan Mobile, Alabama, 
asked him send missionary St. 
Florian parish. This marked the begin- 
ning the Alabama missions and the 
foundation St. Bernard’s Abbey 
1891. About the same time Bishop 
James O’Connor, Viacr Apostolic 
Nebraska, wrote Abbot Boniface asking 
him appoint priests care for his 
Bohemian settlers the state. Since 
Abbot Wimmer was desirous helping 
nationalities other than those German 
persevere and extend the faith, and 
that end accepted boys various 
nationalities into his scholasticate, the 
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training school for Benedictines, glad- 
complied with the bishop’s 
The Nebraska missions were later ex- 
changed for St. Procopius Chicago. 
Abbot Wimmer lived see this house 
erected into canonical priory. 1894 
became abbey. first three 
abbots made their studies the mother- 
house the Congregation St. Vin- 
cent’s and offered themselves God 
the presence Abbot Boniface. 

1877 Abbot Boniface accepted the 
invitation Bishop Groos Savannah, 
Georgia, assist him the conversion 
the Negroes. the abbot had al- 
ready acceded the wishes Father 
Pierz Minnesota appoint priest for 
the Indians that state, also sent two 
Fathers the South and founded “St. 
Benedict’s Agricultural School for Ne- 
Skidaway Island, near the 
episcopal city. This institution became 
very dear the abbot who spared 
expenses sustain it. About the same 
time Benedictine Sisters Covington, 
Louisiana, appealed Abbot Boniface 
for chaplain. The Archbishop New 
Orleans desired that this priest also ad- 
minister the Tamany parish with its 
several missions having French, English, 
German, and Negro Catholics. Happily 
St. Vincent’s had priest qualified care 
for this diversified group. Sickness, how- 
ever, soon forced him resign and the 
parish was returned the archdiocese. 
Before leaving the Tamany parish, the 
Abbot accepted St. Anthony colony 
Florida which was eventually become 
St. Leo’s Abbey. About the same time 
two Fathers were sent from St. Vincent’s 
Breckenridge, Colorado, where Bene- 
dictine Sisters from Chicago were con- 
ducting schools, and Bishop Machebeuf 
Denver had appealed for assistance. 
These priests founded the present mona- 
stery Holy Cross Abbey, Canon City, 
Colorado. Finally Bishop Schumacher 
Puertoviejo, Ecuador, South America, 
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came St. Vincent’s asking for missi- 
onaries. Abbot Boniface promised him 
help but was unable carry out his 
promise died soon afterward. His 
successor Archabbot Andrew Hintenach, 
however, supplied him with missionaries. 


Dom Boniface Becomes Archabbot 


recognition his missionary zeal 
and remarkable achievements, Rome 
honored Dom Boniface with the title 
Archabbot. was also given the 
privilege wearing the cappa magna 
pontifical functions, rare distinction 
that time. his humility, however, 
wore only once, the day his 
investiture. 

Abbot Boniface was not successful 
all his undertakings but the time his 
death December 1887, had founded 
five abbeys and two canonical priories. 
Extraordinary were the achievements 
one lone Benedictine who 1846 intro- 
duced his order into America. the 
time Abbot Boniface’s death the 
American Cassinese Congregation, over 
which presided, numbered among its 
ranks two bishops, one 
four abbots, two priors, 220 priests, 
deacons, clerics minor orders, 
novices, and about lay brothers. The 
activities the Benedictines were dis- 
tributed over dioceses different 
states. Aside from the souls the 
parishes and missions cared for Bene- 
dictines, they also conducted five colleges 
numbering all about 1000 students. 
During his administration the Congrega- 
tion had given four-hundred priests 
the service the Church the United 
States. Father Boniface Wimmer’s vi- 
sion 1846 expressed his 
Charter” was realized remarkable 
way. wonder that European 
authorities have called him “The Great- 
Missionary the Benedictine Order 
the nineteenth century.” 


Lived Mexico 


Sister Payne, O.S.B. 


EXICO land that ever ancient, 

ever new! There are many 
cos. There the old, old Mexico 
was peopled Aborigines whose an- 
cestors very probably came from Asia 
across the Bering Strait. Anthropol- 
and historians have gathered some 
insight into Mayan culture from frag- 
ments their stone carvings and their 
paintings. This culture was inherited 
the swarthy, stalwart Indians whom: 
Hernande Cortez conquered made 
his breath-taking, non-stop tramp from 
the eastern coast inland the present 
site Mexico City. 

Spanish Mexico 
upon foundation laid dozens in- 
digenous tribes. There were the Zapo- 
tecs, who built magnificent mountain-top 
temples; the Toltecs, who constructed 
those grandiose pyramids and altars 
sacrifice that one can visit today; and 
the Colhuacans, who sank wonderful 
waterways through swampy lands and 
built strong fortresses thereon. There 
were the Aztecs, nomadic late-comers who 
bought parcel land from the Toltecs 
and eventually absorbed them through 
clever alliances and marital contracts. 
1325 the Aztecs founded their capital, 
Tenochtitlan, spot where the cactus 
grows from rock.” This spot now 
beautiful Mexico City, the capital our 
neighbor nation. 

Cortez came 1519 and undermined 
the loose federation that the Aztecs had 
built up. played off Indian tribe 
against Indian tribe, besieged the Aztec 
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capital, captured the kindly Moctezuma, 
used him foil, and after his accidental 
death became, together with his Spanish 
Conquistadores, the new rulers Mexico. 

Thus was inaugurated the period 
Spanish expansion. was beset with 
many imperfections and characterized 
much that reprehensible, but was 
also accompanied the benign radiance 
Christianity. 

more than three centuries from 
Spanish Mexico modern Mexico. Each 
century had repeated decades revolu- 
tion and persecution, but the period 
graced ornate, sixteenth-century cathe- 
drals, government palaces baroque 
style, peaceful patios surrounded 
arches filled with wrought-iron lace, 
niches grey walls that hold old stone 
saints, adobe hogans the thousands, 
and contented, naked children. Always 
there have been flocks fat sheep, miles 
maguey, and countless hungry dogs 
Mexico. 

Modern Mexico has its own beautiful 
culture and its own fabulous wealth. 
There are the Palaces Fine Arts, the 
beautiful parks, modern country clubs, 
the bull rings, and the highways. There 
are the universities and the government 
schools, the palatial homes the wealthy 
class and the smaller homes well-to-do 
Mexicans. There are the hogans the 
poor which satisfy and are fairly adequate 
that land perpetual sunshine. And 
there are the churches. 

order truly appreciate any the 
beautiful facets this rich old jewel one 
must spend some weeks months 
even years Mexico. Such years will 
happy, profitable years because Mexico 
land. There she rules 
gracious Queen and loving Mother, 
nationally recognized and generally ac- 
cepted. Her blue-starred mantle en- 
folds each and every dark-skinned son, 
the mestizos, the Spaniards, the tourists, 
the gringos, and foreigners. her 
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presence and her love that unifies the 
country. 

When Mary Mexico the topic 
conversation there always someone who 
will ask there religious freedom 
Mexico there were bloody persecu- 
tions. Yes, there have been number 
religious persecutions Mexico. Political, 
social, and economic upheavals occur 
while young country adolesces, and 
there are always gifted scoundrels who 
will take advantage the times. What 
the Church pulled into the brawl! 
What she has retread the dolorous 
path Calvary and see her children shot 
the wayside while the scoundrel 
History repeats itself and has repeated 
itself our own land. Mexico has had 
her passion 


Suffer for the Faith 


every classroom today the teacher 
has children sitting before her whose 
grandfathers uncles were shot for the 
Faith. You buy roses from street 
peddler whose father and mother were 
tortured death because they hid the 
parish priest their hogan when govern- 
ment soldiers were looking for him. 
the pueblos you meet old, old Mexican 
priests with copper skin that proclaims 
their ancestry. Their eyes take 
far-away look when you inquire about 
the persecutions and ask they suffered. 
Their words are few. But speak their 
people their country their Virgin; 
then, they talk native dialect, poor 
Spanish, worse English, but you sense 
the love, the loyalty, the deep spirit un- 
selfishness that motivates 
They serve and have served God and 
country through years war and years 
peace. They preserved the Faith for 
the multitudes. Mexico has more than 
20,000,000 people and over per cent 
the population Catholic. Nearly 
per cent the population Indian— 


sel 
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the poor Indian who reached and served 
and taught his unselfish 

Today there evident religious per- 
secution Mexico. Avila Comacho 
1940, after becoming president, through 
the so-called vote the people, declared 
himself Catholic. guaranteed free- 
dom conscience all Mexicans and 
freedom the Church minister 
her children. The old anticlerical laws 
were not taken from the books, but they 
were not and are not enforced. How- 
ever, the fact remains that they are 
the books and the Mexican bishops think 
more prudent for the time being con- 
form regards the observance few 
these laws and thus let sleeping ser- 
pents lie. 

There are those who the re- 
strictions and who advise “taking the 
law into one’s own hands” but those who 
know their Mexican history, the tempera- 
ment the Mexican people, and the trend 
the times respect the wisdom the 
Shepherd, willing and sacrifice 
accidentals that the flock may have bread 
and shelter and peace. 


Virgin Guadalupe 

Mexico Catholic Catholic after 
fashion, that is. Any Mexican would die 
for this faith today tomorrow, but Mass 
that difficult. One knows that the 
Virgin his Mother, that she understands 
and pities her poor son and that she will 
see that has priest before 
dies. And Mary does. 

This the tale the Mexicans tell about 
Cardenas, historical scalawag good 
they come. babyhood had 
Indian nurse, mana, one those un- 
selfish women whose love and devotion 
can compared the life-long faithful- 
ness the old Southern mammy. She 
stoically watched the rising and the 
setting her favorite’s political star. 
She and many fervent Mexicans prayed 


the Virgin Guadalupe for Cardenas’ 
return the faith which had bold- 
confessed during his famous political 
career, but vain. When Cardenas re- 
tired, broken old man, his palatial 
villa outside the environs Mexico City, 
this old nurse again took over. She 
asked the Virgin Mother for his soul, his 
deathbed reconciliation the Church, 
and Cardenas told her that she might call 
priest when was dying not before. 

The faithful watched and waited 
and when the time came, she sent servants 
smuggle priest past the watchful 
family Cardenas’ bedside. hour 
after the priest arrived, Cardenas died 
Catholic, strengthened the sacred 
rites Holy Mother Church. was 
and with many Mexicans high places. 
They are politicians Catholics 
They have learned through generations 
neither justify their actions from our 
point view, nor understand their logic, 
but neither does one presume condemn 
them. They have kept the faith, and 
deep-seated love God and His holy 
Mother through four centuries growth 
and expansion. The little seed truth 
planted the early Franciscans grew 
into lovely rose bushes which the Mother 
God has used confirm the faith 
her Mexican children. 

This faith and their Virgin are the 
great treasures the Mexican people— 
that for which they live, and that for 
which they will die. the light this 
fact many customs and rites that are 
otherwise surprising fit into harmoni- 
ous whole. For example, the numerous 
churches that one sees Mexico cathe- 
drals and basilicas and churches and 
chapels all magnificent, made cut 
stone, frescoed and filled with marble, 
wood carvings, and precious paintings 
and each with atmosphere holiness 
and peace that emanates from the pray- 
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ers and.the Holy Sacrifice that are 
God within their sacred walls. 

Mexicans need many churches and they 
use them. Thousands upon thousands 
Mass daily and they stop pray 
off and throughout the day. They 
say their rosary aloud; they make 
pilgrimages the aisles their knees. 
The young mother carries flowers for the 
Virgin one arm and the nine-month-old 
baby the other, while the business man 
rolls his sharply pressed trousers and 
bare knees follows after beside the 
poor peon, each unconscious the other, 
because both are intensely praying 
their Queen. There belief that our 
Lady grants your petition when you make 
such pilgrimage. And the deep faith 
the people based upon repeated 
answers their prayers. 

Thomas Merton his Seven Storey 
Mountain has said that the century 
Chartres was Mary’s century because 
spoke most clearly her word and 
glass and stone. this true, then 
surely one who travels Mexico-way 
will deny that Mexico Mary’s country. 

interesting get into second- 
class bus Mexico City and observe the 
look though would knife you you 
failed drop your centavoes into the 
coin box, but you raise your eyes 
the panel over his head, you behold the 
patroness your driver, the patroness 
all bus drivers Mexico City and your 
own beloved patroness, the Virgin 
Guadalupe. Her picture will invariably 
sure have few flowers adorning it, 
probably little red light feet 
the Virgin, and bit lace draped over 
her head. Many the Mexicans who 
board the bus look the image 
Mary and bless themselves (Mexican 
fashion) they pay their fare, and 
Padre happens enter, dozen unwashed 


peons rise fron their places, kneel and 
kiss his hand and offer him their seat. 
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public bus but the country 
Catholic. steeped faith and Cath- 
olic traditions that have molded archi- 
tecture, painting, family life, and social 
organizations. 


Mexico Land Beauty 


Mexico has sometimes been described 
cornucopia overflowing with the good 
things life picturesque natives who 
make wonderful friends, skies that are 
habitually azure, abundant fruits and 
fruitful lakes, rich mineral deposits, oil, 
tempered tropical climate, and wonder- 
ful mountains. 

There are many things write 
about Mexico that with limited space one 
must make choice. Most visitors and 
all the natives treasure Mexico’s beautiful 
rugged mountains and her volcanoes. 
word each these may in- 
terest. 

The Rocky Mountains our Western 
coast run into Mexico along the Pacific 
border, and other shorter ranges are in- 
land from the Atlantic. The Sierra 
Madre, our Rockies, are the “mother 
mountains” Mexico. Mexico City 
lies plateau that stretches between 
the eastern and the western mountain 
ranges elevation 7,400 feet. 
almost entirely encircled moun- 
tains. the north, the foothills are 
included within the city limits. 
here that find the little hill Tepeyac, 
the famous mount over which Juan Diego 
was passing when encountered the 
noble Lady, the Virgin Guadalupe. 

The famous Basilica Our Lady has 
been built the southern side this hill 
while the left, less than half-mile 
distant, are the flourishing Benedictine 
schools Tepeyac and Guadalupe. The 
latter school for girls conducted 
Benedictine Sisters from Atchison, Kan- 
sas; the former, for boys, Benedictine 
Fathers from St. John’s Abbey, College- 
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ville, Minnesota. 

Two famous volcanoes, Popocatepetl 
and Ixtaccihuatl lie the east and south 
Mexico City. “Popo,” magnificent 
snow-clad cone over 17,000 feet above sea 
level, has been quiescent for few cen- 
turies, but Bernal Diaz saw him belch 
forth smoke and hot stones during the 
time the conquest. 

once saw thin column smoke 
seeping out the crater about sunset. 
This 
and the natives simply say that “Popo 
smoking.” They not seem fear 
another eruption even those who have 
visited the new little baby volcano, 
Paricutin. started 1944 Mexi- 
can cornfield near Parangaricutivo. 
one time the heat and the volcanic ash 
devastated the surrounding country, en- 
the little Indian peublo and left 
only the white church tower sticking out 


the gray, hard lava. Paricutin has 
now built itself cone that over 500 
feet high. year ago December saw 
molten boulders pouring from new fissure 
the side. Men the group lit 
cigarettes cinders that tumbled from 
the new mile-long tongue lava that 
was creeping toward the rate 
meter hour. 

mate, Ixtaccihuatl, “the sleep- 
ing snow woman,” also 17,000 feet high. 
Legend says that she was the bride 
Indian chief, but she died and was 
laid rest beneath warm snow blanket. 
Anyone can see her lying face the 
blue sky. Someday her Indian brave 
coming back wake her. 

Mexico full these lovely legends, 
beauty and art and song. Pathos 
and love, faith and fun, health and wealth 
await you Mexico. 


Formula for the Future’ 
Rev. Denis O.F.M. 


HEN you started school some 
sixteen years ago, was the 

tune that all too familiar song, 
Days.” Now that song there 
reference made the three the 
subjects that you would most con- 
cerned with the classroom Reading, 
three R’s and the years study that fol- 
lowed have formed, for the most part, 
happy experience your young lives, 
period that you will always look back 
with much pleasure and satisfaction. 
you grow older you will regard these 
years, strangely enough, some the 
best years your lives. The friends you 
was the Baccalaureate Sermon for the 
class Mount St. Scholastica Col- 


delivered Sunday May 29, 1949, the 
8t. Scholastica Chapel. 


made here school, the teachers whose 
classes you most enjoyed, the social activi- 
ties, all these things are many 
precious memories the treasure-house 
your mind and heart. 

few days you will leaving school. 
You will graduating; you will leave 
the Mount begin new phase your 
lives. Until now you have been guided 
very carefully and solidly your teach- 
ers and professors, but you will 
left your own. During the years 
college your mind has matured and your 
will waxed strong that the decisions 
you may called upon make may 
sound and sensible. You out into life 
prove the value good education, 
especially Catholic one. Your success 
life, therefore, will depend upon the 
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application those principles and stand- 
ards which you have learned here. You 
out put into practice what you have 
learned the classroom. 

Just you associate the three R’s with 
your school days, try the future use 
the following formula means in- 
suring personal success, spiritually and 
materially, along the path that lies ahead. 
This formula might called the three 
“L’s” Love Labor Longing. 
This magic formula, Utopia for 
the future, but guarantees you two 
things. First all, something positive 
for which strive your future and, 
secondly, triple antidote three major 
ills our day, namely, selfishness, ir- 
responsibility, and materialism. 

look the Scriptures for its meaning and 
application. shalt love the Lord 
Thy God with thy whole heart, and with 
thy whole soul, and with thy whole mind, 
and with thy whole (Mark 12: 
30) This the first and the greatest com- 
mandment. And the second like unto 
the first: “Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
these two command- 
ments are contained resume our whole 
duty Christian. are all con- 
scious our duty love God, but 
seem forget that the true measure 
our love God our love our neigh- 
bor. This love neighbor must some- 
thing general, including all without ex- 
ception. His last talk the apostles, 
might call His dying wish, Christ 
emphasized this idea again and again: 
“This commandment, that you 
love one another have loved you,” 
(John 13: 34) 

You know, dear graduates, there 
nothing wrong with the world today 
that little love will not cure. The spirit 
selfishness which infests every country 
caused man’s centering his whole 
attention and ambition upon his own ad- 
vancement and self-aggrandizement, 
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the neglect God and his fellow 
Whence comes much hatred, greed, 
distrust, and the spirit revenge the 
hearts many men today. Put love 
back into its proper place, and these ter- 
rifying trends will vanish much the 
clouds give way the brilliance the 
sun after dark and dreary day. The 
warmth love could soon put end 
the “cold only the world 
would give chance. 

the first step the ladder 
put into your daily life 
tinual consciousness the presence 
God and genuine love and respect for 
your fellow man. Strive teach the 
world become more theocentric and 
less egocentric. this kind living, 
this sort example that cause others 
say you was said the 
Christians: “See how they love one an- 
Sheen tells us, “can save the world today.” 

Let us, likewise, the Sacred Scrip- 
tures for explanation the second 
Labor. When Adam and Eve were 
driven out the Garden Paradise after 
their act disobedience, God cursed 
them saying: “In the sweat thy brow, 
thou shalt earn thy daily bread.” (Gen. 
3:17) Adam and Eve 
the duty work has been imposed 
everyone us. one excused from 
this obligation. There substitute 
for this duty, dispensation form this 
law. plan now get yourself job 
and start climbing the second sure way 
hard work. 

the failure realize this responsi- 
bility, this obligation work, that the 
second cause the alarming conditions 
the world today. And also the 
cause much grief and trouble the 
family. Too many young people, after 
leaving college, have the idea that the 
world owes them living. The world 
does not owe you anything. Rather 
you prove the world that 
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you can make success your life. 
You owe your parents, now that you 
have one the best eduaations possible, 
toget out and help them. Young people 
seem forget the responsibility thay 
have this regard. Their parents have 
taken care them from the cradle, 
through school, the grades, high school 
and college graduation, and just when 
they expect little help and assistance 
for all their sacrifices, the child assumes 
dependence. Such attitude not 
right, not just. Many secret tear has 
been shed dutiful parents because 
the thoughtlessness their children 
this matter. Never let said you, 
1949 graduates Mount St. Scholastica, 
that you failed realize your responsi- 
bility this regard. 

might put the explanation the 
question. What your ambition 
life? What you hope some day? 
This question you must answer in- 


dividually because you alone can know 
what you want most life. The poet 
Van Dyke tells us: 

Life like arrow, therefore you must know, 


What mark aim at, how use the bow, 
Then draw the head, and let go. 


choosing your lifetime career, what- 
ever may be, keep mind the follow- 
ing important points: First all, build 
the foundation your future the solid, 
eternal laws God. matter how 
brilliant you may be, matter what 
opportunities may come your way, keep 
God your plans for real success, for 
Scripture tells us: the Lord 
build the house, they labor vain who 
build 

Secondly, personal initiative neces- 
sary. other words, you must get out 
and hustle. Knute Rockne used 
tell his football players: out there 
make and want good. Anybody 
can bad job. The satisfaction 


day’s work well done great feeling.” 

Thirdly, cheerful. The most suc- 
cessful people life have always been 
cheerful and hopeful men. They were 
people who went about their business 
with smile and took the changes and 
chances this life stride, facing rough 
and smooth alike came. 

Finally, once you have.decided upon 
your career, follow through faithfully. 
Put into practice the familiar motto 
St. Benedict, Ora Labora, order that 
may stimulate your desire persevere. 
Once you aim the arrow the mark, 
Your class motto can likewise 
guide you here: decides tomor- 
row.” 

Working and praying with God your 
companion, you will doing your part 
overcoming the evil influence 
work the world today, materialism, 
more aptly expressed the form cur- 
rent Communism. This deceitful doc- 
trine strives dissolve all men into 
classless society and with this dissolution 
destroy all ambition and initiative 
the individual for the higher things 
life and the things God. Where there 
aim, future. ask you show the 
falseness this philosophy life 
your trust God your desire 
plan your future according His eternal 
laws. 

This brief, for the 
future,” plan keep mind you 
face the future with its hopes and its 
promises. The formula the three 
Love, Labor, Longing. Love 
God and your neighbor, overcome self- 
ishness; work, overcome 
ty, hope for something, avoid the night 
materialism. 

parting, would ask you place 
this trio suggestions, the three 
under the blue mantle Mary, your 
heavenly Mother. Plan her presence, 
pray for her protection, persevere her 
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partnership! You cannot fail with her 
helping hand your future endeavors. 
She will not let you. 


THE DANTE ENCYCLICAL 
(Continued from page twenty-three) 


Himself, Dante, through the centuries, 
has been sign contradiction. The 
encyclical, which, six centuries after his 
death, him the inspiring 
guide unto the fullness wisdom, human 
and divine, all appearances, the most 
forgotten encyclicals. Popes indeed 
are accustomed forty years ahead 
their time. The Quadragesimo Anno 
Pope Pius simply told the world 
what had lost ignoring the Rerum 
Novarum Pope Leo XIII. 1954, 
sixteen years hence, may sure, the 
world letters will again rise chorus 
honor the seventh centenary Dante’s 
birth. too early for Catholic teach- 
ers recognize long last the papal 
honor they have too long ignored? 
Honor Dante will seen its true 
light, honor the Apostolic See, 
tribute the Catholic Faith, the pre- 
eminently integrating factor 
riculum that has wisdom its goal. 


See Edward Moore, Studies Dante, second 
series, Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1894, 
Epistola Encyclica, April 30, 1921, 
Apostolicae Sedis, May 1921, pp. 209- 
217. 


Aroux was French Catholic who wrote 
book which painted Dante “heretic and 
This work dedicated Pope 
Pius who answered the gesture described 
the text, Plumptre, The Divina Com- 
media and Canzoniere, vol. 181. 


The nearest parallel can find the document, 
dated April 14, 1231, addressed Gregory 
the University Paris: mother 
special workshop wisdom... skilled men 
ornament and decorate the precious stones 
the spouse (Leo Ward, Blueprint 
for Catholic University, 59). But this docu- 
ment addressed one particular institution, 


Page Thirty-eight 


and seems include not merely literature but 
all the faculties the institution. 


Robert John, True Background the 
Divina Commedia,” Dublin Review, October, 
1946, maintains that Dante’s Beatrice 
incarnation the Templar’s Gnosticism. 
From his youth this Gnosticism was ever the 
‘Mistress his spirit’.”, 149; Etienne Gilson, 
Dante the Philosopher, London, Sheed and Ward, 
1948, says that was inclined consider 
Dante’s doctrine kind Averroism, but now 
Averroism that purely formal and devoid 
not similar judgment like- 
wise time come made regard 
Dante’s 


SONG AGAINST MEDIOCRITY 


shames that are not saints! 

For mannerly milleniums have walked 
Mumbling, mouthing mysteries. 

have twisted and hurt, 

Breaking, tearing, scarring what would help; 
Using the spirit crush the spirit; 

With fumbling hands soiling and spoiling 
Everything that falls beneath our touch, 

did not know soothe and heal. 


have eaten power 

And has become barren and cold us. 

have seen beauty 

And have remained lightless and gray. 

have known love 

And have stripped loathing and loneliness. 

have heard music 

And have beaten the curves melody into 
monotony. 

have been shown peace prayer 

And have mistaken for breathing boredom. 

have handled life 

And has become hard stone. 


Christ! that might 

The hearts fire that were made be! 

Before the years become too late 

And broken spirits strew the way heaven, 

Give some power change our stumbling 
ways 

And make saints, and holy salt, and leaven. 


Sister Mary Urban Hansen, 
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one has spent some years 
alien soil (in case, still techni- 
cally enemy soil) there stimulation 
and revivification returning the 
land one’s birth and loyalty. But 
there are other impacts, less pleasant 
absorb, which indicate that although our 
American press has made the best in- 
formed nation the world, not in- 
formed adequately about conditions 
abroad which affect our lives directly. 

cite one instance recall time, 
more than two years ago, when John 
Lewis called strike United States coal- 
mines. Within two months, for lack 
the coal that was not being produced here, 
found myself, along with other Allied 
personnel well the German public, 
shivering Munich. There have been 
various other episodes, vivid their 
demonstration the interdependence 
nations. German mines were operating, 
but that time there was not sufficient 
transportation distribute, nor 
cient food keep the miners producing 
anything like normal rate. 

Another impression which have 
been conscious that the residue war- 
born hate against Germany has subsided 
only part. all too easy under- 
stand that attitude, among those who 
suffered, whose families suffered per- 
secution, torture and death under the 
Nazis, among those whose loved ones 
never came back from the war. Yet 
there must come time when the German 
must integrated once more into 
the community nations, are 


Address delivered Mount 
Schulastica College, June 1949. 


Post-War Conditions 


have peace the world. 

Four years have passed since the cessa- 
tion hostilities. There are many, 
realize, who that the German people 
have not atoned full measure for the 
horrors the Hitler regime loosed upon the 
world. But those who have seen 
the devastation their cities, the decima- 
tion their families, the utter depression 
their economy, and the demoraliza- 
tion mental, physical, and moral 
the population, know that they have been 
punished, long and bitterly. 

salvaging these people for better future, 
also true that our government has 
embarked upon prodigiously costly pro- 
gram which must add futility 
the end. might just well have 
dropped atom bombs there quantity 
wipe out their nation forever. 

cannot share this point view. 
have made mistakes many and regret- 
table. have had representatives 
Germany whom can means 
proud. Yet would emphasize that 
the American people can hardly realize 
now, and perhaps for years come, how 
fortunate were have had General 
Lucius Clay our proconsul Ger- 
many for the past few years. 

has, understand, not had good 
press” this country. That difficult 
the most trying period 
our negotiations with the Soviet Union, 
his patience, his firmness, and his energy 
contributed vastly the success that our 
Military Government has achieved, 
tothis point. putin long and arduous 
hours and his farsightedness must 
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credited for the gains have registered 
against tremendous odds. 

Actually the Germans are not fond 
any occupying powers. hard- 
But the four they prefer the 
the French, the Russians. 

For one thing, General Clay’s in- 
sistence, were the first begin re- 
turn them some degree authority over 
their own affairs. were first permit 
them hold free elections and choose 
their own representatives. January 
1946, covered the first these elec- 
tions, the American zone, and memo- 
serves, their turnout (on Sunday 
according German tradition) ran 
high ninety-two per cent those reg- 
istered. cannot remember that 
have ever done well. 

German women now outnumber men 
about ten six. They swarmed 
the polls gratifying numbers that day, 
emerging from the voting booths with 
satisfied smiles they commented one 
another, Gestapo men looking 
over our shoulders Nor was this 
record flash the pan, for they register- 
similarly large outpourings voters 
most the succeeding elections. 

Then too, although large proportion 
still are unaware it, the Germans 
understand and appreciate that the Unit- 
States doing more than any other 
country aid restoration their 
economy through the Plan. 

could hardly otherwise. Some 
months ago definite program en- 
lightenment this field was introduced 
the American zone. Under this plan, 
every product that imported there, 
down the smallest item including lumps 
sugar and quarterpounds margarine, 
plainly stamped and labeled. Every 
grocer’s window displays these goods and 


they are recognized they are purchased, 


through the United States insignia and 
the designation Marshall Plan goods. 
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The postwar history Germany di- 
vides sharply into two quite different 
eras. The date cleavage June 20, 
1948, when the currency was changed. 
Prior that time the people were genu- 
inely hungry and miserable. can recall 
seeing children Berlin, for instance, 
whose faces were visible open sores which 
refused heal, because 
Their clothes were shabby, and they 
lacked soap for proper cleansing. Fuel 
was scarce for the three years following 
the end hostilities that German 
family was permitted more than one 
heated room during cold-weather periods. 
Coal more adequate now, but this rule 
will probably carry over through the 
coming winter. 


Currency Reform 


Since currency reform, food has been 
adequate. Prices are high, however, 
and the one difficulty now find 
money pay for what one needs. 

Conditions have changed radically 
since the currency exchange. The radio 
brought the long awaited announcement 
Saturday night, June 19. was 
Munich, where saw fantastic manipula- 
tions prices the blackmarket that 
evening with cigarettes, chocolate, and 
coffee, for instance, soaring unprece- 
dented levels. 

When Germany capitulated, the reich- 
mark was the medium trade. Because 
the chaos existing, had definite 
value the world market. Therefore 
nominal rate ten the dollar was 
proclaimed. But cigarettes constituted 
the real currency. They would buy any- 
thing obtainable, and had far more actual 
value than the reichmark. 

Sunday, June 20, brought veritable 
tempest, with chill, cold weather. 
poured rain all day long. Nevertheless, 
four the morning, the Germans be- 
gan assembling the different centers 
the city where they had been notified 
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radio that they could obtain the new 
money. Five and six abreast, they stood 
that downpour lines three blocks 
long. Some told later they had wait- 
thirteen hours. proved impossible 
complete the job that day, and was 
continued Monday. During this in- 
terval there was moratorium the 
banks. 

For three years, shops everywhere had 
shown practically nothing their win- 
dows. Shelves inside were bare. 
most every German with whom had 
acquaintance had said some 
time other, “Please, would you buy 
razor 

was secret the correspondents, 
that for more than year, production 
razor blades, for instance, had been 
cient,to serve anyone Germany who 
required one. Yet they were unobtain- 
able, except the black market, pro- 
hibitive prices. the Monday follow- 
ing currency reform, went into the Wool- 
worth store Munich and saw the count- 
ers heaped high with razor blades, 
with toothbrushes, toothpaste, china and 
glassware, household utensils, stationery, 
with everything, fact, that these 
people had not glimpsed three years. 
Modern furniture filled the stores, and 
cookstoves, and shoes. Most astounding 
all, the food shops, crates vege- 
tables, some fruit, eggs, poultry, and other 
items were set out the sidewalks 
quantity. 

The German housefraus nearly went 
berserk. Purple with fury, they stormed 
these shops with violent denunciation 
the proprietors. “Where did you get 
these things?” they demanded. “You 
told you had nothing, when tried 
buy for our families. Where have you 
been hiding 

They smashed the eggs the street! 
They picked the dressed poultry and 
flung them far they could. They 


even heaved stones the windows 
these shops, whose owners were markedly 
courteous once more. Yet the new money 
was burning their pockets, and they 
bought frenziedly. Within ten days they 
were back shopping the usual stands. 
Business leaped into momentum that 
has been sustained ever since, and re- 
covery the economy proceeded apace. 
Clearing the rubble got under way, 
machinery suddenly appeared and bull- 
dozers were put work hasten the 
task. 

The most immediate result was dozens 
small, one-story shops, some them 
more than small kiosks booths along 
the streets German communities, where 
the cheapest type merchandise was 
sold insignificant prices, until grow- 
ing worry was manifest among the legi- 
timate business men trying restore 
their larger establishments. 


Situation Critical 


the housing field, the critical situa- 
tion continues, because building materi- 
als continue prohibitively high, and 
old and strict German law 
makes impossible realize invest- 
ments that category. For example, 
one has money with which make 
habitable bombed apartment, the cost 
repairing still four five times 
the rent that can obtained. 

Under these circumstances, progress 
has been made. the province North 
Rhine Westphalia alone, more than 
individuals are living cellars 
and air-raid bunkers. 

Another factor especial impor- 
tance, this connection. Since bomb- 
ings had vastly reduced the number 
housing units available, the surviving 
population naturally was forced double 
upinthe remaining shelters. 
tion the Germans themselves, there 
has been the terrific influx from the 
the displaced persons, the expellees from 
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the Sudetenland, and the refugees from 
Russian rule. They still come over the 
eastern border every day, illegally 
the thousands, despite the fact that 
German police guards especially along 
the border Czechoslovakia have been 
doubled and redoubled. 

Altogether, this exodus from the east 
reached approximately 8,000,000 souls. 
The Soviet zone accepted large propor- 
tion, the French zone relatively few. 
know that Bavaria alone, the Ameri- 
can zone, the strangers number more than 
2,000,000. 


Housing Shortage 


consequence, every German com- 
munity has been canvassed, and every 
room every house. Even the 
est villages, each home has its quota 
excess inhabitants. There are many 
five families house, with inevitable 
friction, resentment against the newcom- 
ers, and vigorous quarrels over such things 
the use single cookstove. The 
problem tremendous one and must 
solved somehow, for the sake other 
countries well Germany. 

The measure recovery that has been 
attained Germany since June 1948 
most graphically represented through 
the change that has occurred the scale 
rates for the new deutschemark the 
exchange Zurich, Switzerland. When 
first replaced the reichmark, Swiss 
bankers would give you quite legally— 
twenty-two deutschemarks the dollar, 
although the official rate Germany was 
three and one-third the dollar. (We 
usually count thirty-cent mark.) 

Black-marketing deutschemarks con- 
tinued for some time and helped retard 
the market. progress continued, how- 
the rate for the deutschemark con- 
tinued rise, Zurich. When left 
Frankfort May 15, the latest quota- 
tion had heard was eight deutschemarks 


Page Forty-two 


the dollar. may that now 
seven less. 

When one recalls that there was nothing 
whatever behind this new currency (no 
gold, backing any kind, not even 
signature it) and that represented 
only the energy and determination the 
German people accept and make 
valuable through their own hard work 
and determination resuscitate their 
country, easier estimate the degree 
improvement date. 

Let add that, although business 
Germany appears now have reached 
sort plateau beyond which the rate 
recovery will more gradual, con- 
tinues the same pace, for one shall 
want know that our own government 
alert the opposition forces that still 
exist among the population. cannot 
afford relax our vigilance, lest what 
happened there once should occur again. 

Our program Germany 1945 called 
for demobilization, demilitarization, and 
denazification the nation, and its re- 
storation place among the countries 
the world committed preservation 
peace. have, spite all the 
criticism and some failures, made prog- 
ress viewed the light the situation 
today. have, unfortunately, not 
recognized and aided those elements 
among the German people who sincerely 
support our aims, but one the best 
things have done bring this 
country our government’s expense, 
number individuals who can take back 
their people some the lessons and 
ideals democracy. 

the generation that constitutes the 
Hitler Youth, there are now, should say, 
two extreme groups. There are those 
among them who are and will remain irrec- 
oncilable Nazis. And there are those 
who have come feel that 
they were “sold down the that 
the policies with which they were incul- 
cated were false, and that German 
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nationalism was and sound basis 
for life the world now. 

considerable number adult Ger- 
mans notably the business leaders 
whose interests course are concentrated 
rehabilitation the German economy 
—share this current wave senti- 
ment favor international coopera- 
tion. 

How genuine their attitude would 
toestimate. The fact remains 
that whatever they can further 
Germany’s re-entry into good relations 
with nations the western world, they 
are doing. 

may not diplomatic bring 
the subject here, but should like offer 
answer the query which know 
uppermost minds are go- 
ing clash with Russia? book, 
there will war. Based reports 
from people trust correspondents who 
have lived there for years and speak the 
language, well Russians whom 
have met, indications are that the Russian 
nation far too exhausted and the Rus- 
sian economy too drained risk any re- 
sumption hostilities. 

Wiesbaden, near Frankfort, some 
months ago had occasion interview 
two Russian air officers who fled Linz, 
Austria, “borrowed” plane. Their 
testimony was that large proportion 
their people are anti-regime. But when 
asked about possible revolution, 
they registered amazement. There will 
revolution, they retorted, 
you 

Germans had been telling the same 
thing for more than three years, but until 
heard echoed from these officers, 
must admit that had failed grasp 
the full import life under dictator- 
ship. Revolution, they told us, not 
possible when one can know whether 
his brother his sister his oldest 


(Continued page fifty) 


Benedictine Congress 


EFORE his return Rome March 

31, the Most Reverend Bernard 
Kaelin, O.S.B., Abbot Primate the 
Order St. Benedict, called for general 
congress all Benedictine Superiors 
the United States and Canada. The 
Abbots and Priors met St. Procopius 
Priory Chicago March 15; the 
Reverend Mothers met Sacred Heart 
Convent, Lisle, Illinois, March 
These two meetings brought close 
the Abbot Primate’s seven-month visita- 
tion tour the twenty-eight Benedictine 
abbeys and priories and the forty-one 
Benedictine convents this country. 

This article does not intend give any 
official statements about the Abbot 
Primate’s tour, nor classify his findings 
and opinions; merely purposes review 
the proceedings the Congress Lisle 
and summarize the Abbot Primate’s 
address the assembled Benedictine 
Mothers. 

Thirty-three Benedictine Prioresses re- 
sponded the Abbot Primate’s invita- 
tion meet Lisle March 19, 
providential opportunity for all who share 
the responsibility guiding souls God 
through the Rule St. Benedict come 
together and receive the message their 
Abbot Primate. 

The Congress opened with Dialogue 
Mass celebrated the Abbot Primate, 
followed solemn high Mass, offered 
the local chaplain, the Reverend Al- 
cuin Kasny, O.S.B. 

the morning session, the Abbot 
Primate addressed the group, remarking 
first the historic importance this 
meeting and commenting the prompt 
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response with which the Reverend 
Mothers answered his invitation meet 
this occasion. then summarized 
his observations the life and work 
the Benedictine Sisters America, com- 
menting the effectiveness with which 
they have met the special needs this 
country. recommended closer col- 
laboration among the houses for each 
other’s mutual benefit and the good 
the Church, working more efficiently 
one worldwide Benedictine family with 
the Holy See. 

way advice, the Abbot Primate 
urged those convents that are not yet 
members Congregation join one, 
pointing out the advantages that accrue 
from such affiliation. also 
the Reverend Mothers about three dan- 
gers that threaten American Benedictine 
communities today; namely, their ten- 
dency become much too large pre- 
serve successfully the Benedictine family 
character, their taking excessive 
work with the risk pushing the Opus 
Dei into the background, and the necessi- 
sending Sisters summer school 
following full year teaching, without 
interval rest the Motherhouse for 
regaining physical and spiritual strength. 

Gratifying indeed, and perhaps well 
deserved, was the compliment the Abbot 
Primate paid the Benedictine Sisters 
America their active works educa- 
tion, nursing, and other fields. But 
insisted that the Divine Office 
that not merely enough say it— 
the Divine Office, but making the “labo- 
ra” secondary enough that the Office 
becomes primary. Cautioning the 
danger losing the Benedictine spirit 
where the direct praise God pushed 
into the background, the Abbot Primate 
said: must remember that best 
serve the Church when the work 
that has been given God 
through St. Benedict.” 
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The Abbot Primate then spoke his 
duties Father the whole Benedictine 
Order and the service position 
give the Benedictine Sisters. 
emphasized very much the point that 
his office Father the Benedictine 
Order, prefers rule love rather 
than law and authority. Abbot 
Primate not just business agent; 
his work does not consist simply “repre- 
senting the Order” Rome. Nor 
Benedictines not need 
generalship. The principle Benedic- 
tine life and not “army.” 
the principles the Holy 
Rule, the Abbot Primate father, 
and such wants safeguard the 
family character autonomy each 
abbey and convent. 

these features, emphasizing the 
family spirit the Benedictines and 
especially the direct praise God, the 
Abbot Primate reiterates some the 
glorious and traditional principles the 
Rule and Spirit St. Benedict up-to- 
date freshness. 

The Abbot Primate spoke also the 
support the Sisters ought give Sant’ 
Anselmo Rome, since they benefit in- 
directly from the good that cames hav- 
ing this International Benedictine Col- 
lege. concluded with tribute the 
founders the first monasteries Amerir 
hundred years ago, and expressed 
the hope that the second century Bene- 
dictinism this country would show 
even greater growth holiness and 
Service for God and man. 

Following the address, also during 
the afternoon session, the discussion cen- 
tered around problems and questions 
raised the Reverend Mothers them- 
selves. The exchange views and ideas 
such group superiors from all parts 
the country, yet unified Bene- 
dictine spirit and ideals, made the meet- 
ing genuinely interesting and most profit- 
able. Very welcome, too, was the Abbot 
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Primate’s proposal that the Reverend 
Mothers make Holy Year pilgrimage 
Rome next year, and there, together with 
their Abbot Primate, express their loy- 
alty the Holy Father. 

the meeting, the Abbot 
Primate again expressed his gratitude 
the Reverend Mothers for their presence 
and for their enthusiasm the Congress, 
for their generous response his call for 
financial aid Sant’ Anselmo, and assur- 
them that would tell the Holy 
Father about the success the meeting. 
thanked Mother Genevieve and the 
Lisle Sisters for their hospitality, and 
promised include all the Benedictines 
America his daily Mass, impart 
them each day his blessing, and 
true father the whole Benedictine 
Order. 

The assembled Mothers turn thank- 
the Abbot Primate for his inspiring 
message, for his fatherly solicitude, and 
for the happy idea conceived bring- 
ing all the Reverend Mothers together 
for this noteworthy and historical event. 
Then they knelt for the Abbot Primate’s 
parting blessing and final prayer. 

The Congregation St. Scholastica 
had one hundred per cent attendance. 
Present were Sister Augusta from Mount 
St. Scholastica Convent, Atchison, Kan- 
sas, representing Mother Lucy, president 
the Congregation; Mother Isabel, St. 
Joseph’s convent, St. Marys, Pennsyl- 
vania; Mother Sylvester, St. Benedict 
Convent, Erie, Pennsylvania; Mother 
Hildegarde, St. Convent, 
Ridgely, Maryland; Mother Theresa, St. 
Walburga Convent, Elizabeth, New Jer- 
sey; Mother Domitilla, St. Walburg Con- 
vent, Covington, Kentucky; Mother 
Adelaide, St. Scholastica Convent, Chica- 
go, Mother Gertrude, Mount St. 
Mary Convent, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; 
Mother Walburga, St. Scholastica Con- 
vent, Covington, Louisiana; Mother Rita, 
Benedictine Heights Convent, Guthrie, 


Oklahoma; Mother Genevieve, Sacred 
Heart Convent, Lisle, Fllinois; and Mother 
Annunciata, Sacred Heart Convent, 
man, Alabama. 

Seven members the Congregation 
St. Gertrude the Great were represented: 
Mother Monica, president, Mount St. 
Benedict, Crookston, Minnesota; Mother 
Seraphine, Convent Immaculate Concep- 
tion, Ferdinand, Indiana; Mother Jerome, 
Sacred Heart Convent, Yankton, South 
Dakota; Mother Eugenia, St. Gertrude’s 
Convent, Cottonwood, Idaho; Mother 
Lucia, St. Martin’s Convent, Sturgis, 
South Dakota; and Mother Benedict, 
Sacred Heart Convent, Minot, North 
Dakota. Mother Agnes from St. Bene- 
dict’s Convent, Sioux City, Iowa, was un- 
able attend the Congress because 
illness. 

From the Congregation the Benedic- 
tine Sisters Perpetual Adoration were 
present Mother Dolorosa, Prioress Gen- 
eral, Clyde, Missouri; Mother Blandina, 
Mundelein, and Mother Carmeli- 
ta, Kansas City, Missouri. Sickness pre- 
vented Mother Thiadildis from Tucson, 
Arizona, from attending. 

The recently organized Congregation 
St. Benedict had attendance its 
president, Mother Rosamond, Convent 
St. Benedict, St. Joseph, Minnesota, 
also the Superiors the two new branch 
houses, Mother Ethel, St. Bede’s Priory, 
Eau Claire, Wisconsin, and Mother 
Loraine, St. Paut’s Priory, St. Paul, Min- 

Diocesan communities were represented 
Mother Ricarda, St. Mary’s Convent, 
Mother Jane Frances, 
St. Scholastica’s Convent, Fort Smith, 
Arkansas; Mother Ursula, Queen An- 
gels Convent, Mt. Angel, Oregon; Mother 
Caroline, Holy Name Convent, San An- 
tonio, Florida; Mother Athanasius, Villa 
Sancta Scholastica, Duluth, Minnesota; 
Mother Decora, Convent the Annunci- 
ation, Bismarck, North Dakota. Mother 
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Claudia from St. Benedict’s Convent, 
Bristow, Virginia, could not attend be- 
cause previously scheduled reception 
and profession ceremonies, while Mother 
Raphael St. Scholastica’s Convent, 
San Antonio, Texas, was prevented 
illness. 

Present also were Mother Benedict 
from Regina Laudis, Bethlehem, Con- 
necticut; Mother Perpetua, Holy Angels 
Convent, Jonesboro, Arkansas; and 
Mother Walburga, Arborg, Manitoba, 
Canada. 

Prevented from coming poor health 
were Mother Mathilde, Immaculata Con- 
vent, Norfolk, Nebraska; Mother Stanis- 
laus, St. Gertrude’s Monastery, Ramsay, 
Louisiana; and the Abbess from St. 
Eustache, Quebec, Canada. Slow mail 
service deprived Mother Cecilia Mary, 
from St. Mary’s Convent, Victoria, B.C. 
Canada, the benefit the Congress. 


PIONEER BISHOP 
(Continued from page eleven) 


authorized the formation committee 
for building church. the spring 
wagon had broken down and one the 
mules had died sold the other and made 
the return journey stage, getting back 
Leavenworth during July. now 
proposed that this territory detached 
from the Vicariate and assigned 
the bishop Santa who was nearer 
hand. When this was done the 
Vicariate comprised merely the state 
Kansas. 

The year 1860 was one severe 
drought. Then there was the disturbed 
inner condition the state and the threat 
imminent war between the states. 
result, Miége wrote November 15, 
fifty thousand people had emigrated from 
Kansas. easily understood, there- 
fore, that new foundations were few and 
that number the old ones languished. 
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But there was one project which the 
Bishop would not abandon, though 
might delay its execution. Leavenworth 
was then thriving and rapidly growing 
city twelve thousand people. near- 
ness the fort and its location the 
Missouri River, which was then swarming 
with traffic, made appear golden 
future was store for it. Miége began 
his planning and collecting funds for 
worthy cathedral already 1859 and 
throughout the Civil War the project was 
before his mind. 

During 1861 the first visits settle- 
ments near St. Mary’s Indian Mission 
are recorded. the other hand much 
the work begun from the Osage Indian 
Mission had abandoned owing 
the lawlessness and the guerilla bands 
who scoured the the north- 
eastern part the state the Benedictine 
Fathers continued their regular pastorate 
and even made few new foundations, 
Fidelity and Bendena. 

The Civil War period may consider- 
opening new phase the career 
Bishop Miége. Amidst this turmoil 
the immediate task was keep what had 
been begun and develop circumstan- 
ces permitted. other hand was 
clear the bishop that the time was 
coming when Kansas must have regular 
canonical bishop. view this pro- 
spect would build worthy 
church and then lay down the mitre him- 
self; was longer missionary district 
and there seemed reason why 
Jesuit should wear the episcopal regalia. 
The two Indian missions, and particu- 
lar the schools them, were flourishmg 
more than ever, but there was blinking 
the fact that their days were numbered. 
What with them was matter for 
Jesuit superiors settle. apparent- 
took part the negotiations which 
preceded the final liquidation the work 
for the Indians. 

Before actual work the cathedral 
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was begun several other things were un- 
dertaken. During the years 1862 and 
1863 large brick rectory was built which 
still service. 1863 orphanage 
opened Leavenworth and the 
year following hospital. Elsewhere not 
everything was 1863-4 
the first frame church was built Beattie, 
Marshall County; 1862 beginning was 
made Junction City; 1863 one 
Fort Scott where new church was com- 
pleted 1865. 


Cathedral Planned 


The great project the cathedral got 
under way the spring 1864. The 
plan was ambitious one and last- 
ing testimony the faith which the 
bishop had the destiny the Catholic 
Church Kansas. September the 
cornerstone was laid and thereafter work 
progressed rapidly. his brother the 
bishop confided that the foundations had 
cost forty thousand francs and that ex- 
penses were going beyond his calculations. 
estimated that the whole would 
about seven hundred and fifty thousand 
francs. the summer 1865 Father 
Defoury was sent Europe beg for 
money. When returned year later 
brought several additional priests with 
him. The total cost came about 
$150,000, which about one-third had 
been paid when the building was dedicat- 
edifice, memorial left the idealism, 
artistic taste, and the daring energy 
the pioneer bishop Kansas. far 
one has made adequate study which 
worthy the subject. 

During the time that this central pro- 
ject was being carried conclusion other 
works were also undertaken. 1865 
large abbey church was begun Atchi- 
son; 1869 was dedicated.. Likewise 
1865 large brick church was begun 
Wyandotte and September, 1866, 
was dedicated Bishop Miége. 


St. Mary’s Mission Father 
S.J., was ever widening the circuit the 
north and the west which travelled 
intervals order minister the 
Catholics and organize parishes. 
July, 1866, had built four little churches 
stone and was making preparations for 
several more. After his untimely death 
year later the work was taken 
Father Rimmele. Osage Mission 
Father Ponziglione took again and 
extended the scope his circuit south- 
eastern and south-central Kansas. Many 
the stations thus organized from the 
Missions were turned over secular 
priests they became available the 
diocese. 

Bishop Miége was glad welcome 
another religious community into his 
vicariate. October 1864, the Car- 
melite Reverend Cyril Knoll arrived 
Leavenworth and two days later was 
given charge the St. Joseph’s [German] 
church the city. Father Knoll with- 
drew from the vicariate two years later 
but the intervening time had re- 
ceived novices the Reverend Theodore 
Heimann and the Reverend Kilian Guen- 
ther. The former, now called Father 
Albert, was left charge St. Joseph’s 
church and the other, now Father Louis, 
was sent take over the church 
Scipio. From there the building 
church Emerald was supervised 
1868. 

During the period that the cathedral 
brought completion Bishop 
Miége had been looking forward 
period rest Europe. The summons 
the Vatican which was open 
late 1869, necessitated change 
plans. When writing concerning this mat- 
ter his brother, August 15, 1868, 
said that would use the opportunity 
lay down his burden vicar-apostolic. 
His health was now much impaired and 
the time was now come end the mis- 
sionary era the state. 


Page Forty-seven 


During the interval before his depar- 
ture Miége had several matters some 
consequence attend to. Under urging 
from different sources the Osage Indians 
agreed 1865 make cession their 
land Kansas and accept new reser- 
vation the Indian Territory, now 
Oklahoma. was decided higher 
superiors the Order that the Mission 
would not follow them. was decided, 
therefore, establish new parish for 
the white settlers who would occupy the 
vacated lands and leave the Jesuits 
charge. the other hand large por- 
tion the Pottawatomie Indians accept- 
allotments land; the surplus land 
was offered for sale. was decided 
begin regular parish and establish 
both college for white boys and 
academy for girls. More daring than 
these steps was the establishment 
theological seminary Topeka under 
the direction Father Defouri. There 
were two students philosophy, Felix 
Swemberg and Bernard Hayden, whom 
Fathers Defouri and Bononcini lectured; 
the philosophers then acted instructors 
for younger boys. wasa 
solve the crying problem shortage 
clergy and was not without good re- 
sults. was abandoned 1873, when 
things had come crisis and other 
ways had been found. 

Bishop Miége left for Europe the 
autumn 1869. The Reverend Louis 
Mary Fink, prior St. Benedict’s 
Atchison, was made administrator the 
Vicariate and Father Michael Corbett, 
S.J., was placed charge financial 
affairs. When Miége artived 
native Chevron the people found him 
very much aged and broken health. 
Upon arrival Rome early November 
had cordial audience with Pope 
Pius IX, who listened graciously his 
proposals regarding the Vicariate but de- 
ferred action until the Council should 
ended. Some time later Miége was in- 
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formed that his clergy had sent petition 
asking that his resignation not 
ed. Thereupon asked for coadjutor 
and received the prior Louis Fink, 
O.S.B. was consecrated June 11, 
1871. 

the deliberations the Council 
Bishop Miége took conspicuous part. 
After its sudden closing July, 1870, 
tarried for few weeks Rome, then 
two more weeks his native Chevron. 
Then followed visit Ireland and the 
return the Vicariate. Here,on Novem- 
ber 20, formal welcome was tendered 
him which showed how had en- 
deared himself his people and how 
highly was respected all classes 
Leavenworth. 


New Mission Stations 


During the time his absence and 
that following new stations were being 
opened rapid rate. Here can 
give mere summary the more im- 
portant ones. The palm for number be- 
longs Father Ponziglione, S.J., who was 
located Osage Mission. Here 
summary: Cowley County, Winfield 
(1869); Labette County, Parsons 
(1873); Montgomery County, Inde- 
pendence (1869) and Parker (1872); 
Morris County, Council Grove (1869), 
among the Kaw Indians; Wilson Coun- 
ty, Fredonia (1869) and New Albany 
(1871); Sedgwick County, Wichita 
(1872). The Benedictine Fathers their 
district added several new foundations: 
Seneca (1869) and Bendena 
among others. The secular clergy have 
the credit for new foundations with 
churches Wea, Miami County 
(1869), Reading (1869), Osage City 
(1873), Burlington (1871). From St. 
Mary’s Mission Father Rimmele took 
care the building churches Alma 
(1870) and Newbury (1874). 

During all this period activity Bishop 
Miége had not given the idea retir- 
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ing from his position. But the debt 
about one hundred thousand dollars 
which remained from the building the 
cathedral was weighing heavily his 
mind. Besides, was intimated him 
from Rome, least understood this 
way, that until this was considerably re- 
duced his resignation would not accept- 
ed. Resources home were exhausted: 
Leavenworth the boom had collapsed 
and the country was the depths 
very serious depression. One hope was 
left him: while the Council invi- 
tation had been given him come 
South America make appeal and, 
all other hopes vanished, felt strong- 
inclined follow this lead. 

During the early part the year 1871 
Miége made visitation great portion 
his Vicariate. Then October 
announced his near departure from 
Leavenworth. Via Denver went 
San Francisco and from there set sail 
November for Equador. From there 
sailed for Chile, where remained 
till March, 1873. Then across the Andes 
Argentina and Brazil, arriving 
Rio Janeiro October 21. Here 
fell ill with yellow fever from which 
recovered very slowly. began the 
return journey March, 1874, was 
Puerto Rico April and got back 
Leavenworth May 25. The fruit 
the voyage was the sum $42,000. 

With renewed assurance Bishop Miége 
now again presented his request for re- 
through the Father General 
the Society. Finally November 
formal consent was given and the wel- 
come news reached Miége December 
Writing his nephew said that 
had never received happier bit 
news. kept his purpose profound 
secret and quit Leavenworth almost un- 
observed three days later. the depot 
Father Butler, who some 
gotten wind the move, had last inter- 
view with the Bishop. Bishop Fink was 


Kentucky just then and there received 
the notice the departure. Decem- 
ber 15, the Daily Times carried this item: 

The citizens Leavenworth, without regard 
creed, will regret hear the departure 
the Rt. Rev. Miege who left yesterday for 
St. Louis. came here when few huts com- 
prised what was known Leavenworth, and 
the Cathedral, the hospital and academy attest 
his faith the future our city. was 
universally beloved and the Catholics Kansas 
will sustain severe loss his departure. 


When one paper intimated that Bishop 
Miége had left because difficulty with 
regard the cathedral debt several strong 
rebuttals appeared. One these stigma- 
tized the article “gross libel the 
character one the noblest and best 
sole incentive for retiring, 
said, was deep feeling true Christi- 

Bishop Miége first stayed St. Louis 
University but some time later was 
Woodstock College, Maryland, where 
was spiritual father the Jesuit scho- 
lastics. Here his health improved slow- 
ly. August 15, 1875, was allowed 
take his final vows. June, 1877, 
arrived Detroit the capacity 
first superior the college begun 
College and there died July 21, 
1884. 

the various estimates the work 
and character Bishop Miége will 
quote only that Father Kuhls, who 
was intimately acquainted with him: 

laying the foundations for Catholicism 
Kansas, Nebraska and Colorado did the work 
pioneer, clearing the way, breaking the soil, 
forming solid, unpretentious groundwork 
which his successors could and did 

had genius for friendship; included 
the young and the old, the cultured and illiterate, 
those his own fold and those outside. 


Writing from memory his brother the fol- 
lowing September Bishop gave the 24th 
the day departure from St. Joseph. But 
Father Ponziglione, who was diligent diarist, 
gave the 28th. Father Gailland his 
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gives the 24th the day arrival 
St. Mary’s, but this does not square with other 
data given him. The group arrived Satur- 
day, the reception was the Sunday following 
and the Con tion was Pentecost Sunday, 
which 1851 was the 7th. 


The name often written with grave accent, 
without any accent. The Bishop him- 
self ordinarily used the acute accent, Miége, 
whereas Garin, friend the family, used the 
rave. The acute accent used Sister 
‘aul Fitzgerald, Father Garraghan, and 
Father Beckman, 


POST-WAR CONDITIONS 


(Continued from page forty-three) 


friend may the one betray him, and 
when the Russian secret police are just 
active and ominous the smallest vil- 
lage, the largest cities. 

This generation Germans, con- 
vinced, will never forget what happened 
them when the Russian forces con- 
quered their territory nor what has 
been continuing happen. mean, the 
looting the east zone, the reopening 
concentration camps, the kidnappings, 
and the disappearance many who have 
never been heard from again. 

And although there was time when 
Russia might have won the gratitude all 
Germans whose intense desire 
see their country reunited restoring 
them the eastern lands over which 
they have domination, that time has 
passed. The border has been declared 
permanent, and especially East Prussia, 
Russian famlies have been settled the 
land and their industries integrated into 
the Russianeconomy. would neces- 
sary uproot these people again and 
return them Russia and this cannot 
done without considerable disturbance 
the Soviet internal situation. There- 
fore belief that the chances are against 
any German-Russian pact, and that there 
prospect war for the present. 
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Congregation 


St. Gertrude the Great 


first general meeting which 
the Congregation St. Gertrude 
the Great was projected was held St. 
John’s Abbey, Collegeville, Minnesota, 
July, 1932. the priories the 
Northwestern States were represented. 
Abbot Alcuin St. John’s Abbey spoke 
the desire our Holy Father, Pope 
Pius XI, that all 
unite into congregations which would en- 
joy papal jurisdiction. After explaining 
the benefits belonging such con- 
gregation, asked the delegates 
present how many were prepared speak 
for their community and assert their 
serious intention entering such con- 
gregation. Only few individuals were 
ready the time take action, and 
the Abbot urged that the various mother- 
houses given year which think 
over the matter and discuss their 
own various communities. suggested 
that July, 1933, another meeting 
called, this time St. Benedict’s Convent, 
St. Joseph, Minnesota. that time 
those who were definitely interested 
forming Congregation were come pre- 
pared write their Declarations and 
Constitutions. 

compliance with Abbot Alcuin’s re- 
quest, the meeting held the next summer 
St. Benedict’s Convent found the fol- 
lowing communities actively interested: 
Mt. St. Benedict’s Convent, Crookston, 
Minnesota; Sacred Heart Convent, Yank- 
ton, South Dakota; Sacred Heart Con- 
vent, Garrison, North Dakota; St. Ger- 
trude’s Convent, Cottonwood, Idaho; 
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Queen Angels Convent, Mt. Angel, 
Oregon. 

The Mother Prioresses these five 
convents, together with their delegates 
and Abbot Alcuin, set themselves the 
task making rough draft the 
Declarations and Constitutions. 

When this first draft had been made, 
was suggested that read and 
studied thoroughly the members 
each motherhouse, and that final changes 
made meeting December, 1934, 
Yankton. this Abbot 
Alcuin and the Very Reverend Ignatius 
Forster, O.S.B., chaplain Sacred Heart 
Convent Yankton, whose joint efforts 
the Congregation owes its founding, sat 
with the representatives the five 
motherhouses make final changes and 
prepare the Declarations Consti- 
tutions which were sent Rome. 
When February, 1934, the document 
was ready forwarded the Sacred 
Congregation, together with the recom- 
mendation the Ordinaries the various 
dioceses which these motherhouses 
were located, was found that only three 
the group had received the necessary 
approval their respective communities 
and Ordinaries. These were Mt. St. 
Benedict, Crookston, Minnesota; Sacred 
Heart, Yankton, South Dakota; and 
Sacred Heart, Garrison, North Dakota. 

April 14, 1937, Rome bestowed the 
Decree Praise upon the new Congrega- 
tion and August that same year the 
prioresses and delegates the three 
motherhouses met Yankton elect 
officers and set motion the machinery 
the new Congregation. Mother Mary 
Monica Crookston elected Mother 
President; Mother Mary Jerome Yank- 
ton, First Visitator, and Mother Mary 
Benedict Garrison, North Dakota, 
Second Visitator. 

May 12, 1939, St. Martin’s Convent 
Sturgis, South Dakota, was aggregated 
the Congregation, followed quick 


succession three more priories, that 
Immaculate Conception, Ferdinand, 
Indiana, and St. Gertrude, Cotton- 
wood, Idaho, October 1939; lastly, 
St. Benedict’s priory Sioux City, Iowa, 
entered the Congregation October 21, 

brief resume the origin and num- 
ber members and institutions the 
seven priories belonging the Congrega- 
tion St. Gertrude the Great follows. 

Mount St. Benedict Convent, Crooks- 
ton, was founded Crookston 1919, 
from the motherhouse the Sisters 
St. Benedict Duluth. The total num- 
ber members present 217. The 
Sisters conduct three hospitals and 
schools. 

Sacred Heart Convent, Yankton, was 
founded 1880 Sisters who had come 
from Maria-Rickenbach, Switzerland, 
Maryville, Missouri, 1874. The com- 
munity numbers 390 members, and con- 
ducts schools and five hospitals. 

Sacred Heart Convent, Garrison, was 
transferred Minot, North Dakota with 
the consent the Holy See August 
20, 1942. This priory was founded 
1916 Sisters from St. Joseph’s Con- 
vent, Saint Marys, Elk County, Pennsyl- 
vania. The priory numbers Sisters, 
and conducts five schools, one hospital, 
and one home for the aged. 

St. Martin’s Convent, Sturgis, was 
founded 1889 Sisters St. Benedict 
Melchtal, Switzerland. The com- 
munity numbers 105 members, who con- 
duct six schools and three hospitals. 

Immaculate Conception Convent, Fer- 
dinand, was founded 1867 from the 
motherhouse Sisters St. Benedict 
Covington, Kentucky. The community 
has 374 members who conduct schools. 

St. Gertrude’s Convent, Cottonwood, 
was founded 1882 Sisters from St. 
Andrew’s Abbey Sarnen, Switzerland. 
The community has 145 Sisters who con- 
duct nine schools and two hospitals, 
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St. Benedict’s Convent, Sioux City, was 
founded 1897 Sisters Sacred Heart 
Convent, Yankton. The community 


numbers members who conduct two 
hospitals and infant asylum. 

The total number members the 
Congregation the present time 1,232. 
The general object the Congregation 


the sanctification its members 
through the observance their religious 
vows according the Rule St. Bene- 
dict. The special object the Congrega- 
tion the Christian education youth, 
the care the sick hospitals, and 
similar works Christian charity. 


The Vision God 


This the Vision our God: 

walks the earth everything which lives. 

His Joy the sounding the wind and sea; 

His Power moves with every insect’s wing, with 
every storm 

That shakes the ocean and the mountain top. 

His Beauty dwells deep the farthest star, 

colors delicate dawn, drops rain, 

the first smile little children’s joy, 

And the breath evening over fields grain. 

His love all eyes which look those be- 
loved, 

every heart which prays every church, 

every angel’s wing protecting spread above 
the earth, 

every blessing over brides June, 

every mother’s smile upon infant’s face. 

His Pity cloaks the pain man with Peace. 

every prison cell rests, every slum, 

every wasted life and broken dream 
snatch, 

men will, Dismases from Death, 

Apostles from blind pursuit hate. 

His Strength the rock which holds the pine 
tree 

Ten thousand feet into mountain sky, 

And the soul now stretching forth meet 

Its God final combating with Death. 


This the Vision our God: walks 

The earth made with every man made, 

And man need trace his way alone— 

Whether through clouds given glory, 
through paths 

shame, oppression, slavery, death. 
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For God through Christ knows Golgotha, 
and having known 

Time the agony man betrayed men, 

Takes care valley ever looms dark and 
deep 

But that the step God there before the man 

Who walks it. 


This the Vision our God: dwells 

Deep the weaknesses man’s own soul. 

Where others may not look, His eye hath seen 

The human clay which the thing made. 

His heart hath known the prices men have paid 

For sharing the Glory His Love. 

And hath kept our secrets well. From other 
men 

Who might have scorned see how dear 
bought 

The little victories which make God’s, 

Who might have spurned for the times 
failed, 

Our God hath shielded these many years 

Beneath the shadow His mighty wings— 

Brooding above our fragile citadel 

lovingly over Juda’s hills. 


This the Vision our God. Rise, 
must rise! 

Together the mountains let go. 

For upon the mountain top will wipe the 
tears 

Which cloud our vision. shall given 

see the Face that have always loved. 


Sister Faith Schuster, 
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The Creator the ‘Hummels’ 


OVERS art have become increas- 
ingly intrigued the past few years 
new type art which has stormed 
themarket. Gift-seeker's, collectors, con- 
noisseurs; the man the street and the 
intellectual find common ground their 
admiration for the charming 
triguing “Hummels.” These unique little 
figures, statuary, greeting cards, and 
elsewhere, had caught the American 
fancy for some time before much was 
known about the artist. 

The post-war period gradually revealed 
the fact that the artist was nun 
Germany. obscure paragraphs, some 
1947 newspapers gave the notice her 
pursuance news items, 
few feature articles, and some personal 
correspondence presents composite— 
but yet incomplete picture Berta 
Hummel, the creator “The Hummels.” 

Admiration for the works art gave 
conception the artist’s character 
which was the bits in- 
formation gleaned from many sources. 
Who could look these little children 
with their broad feet and large heads from 
which radiant faces told thinking tall 
tall thoughts without picturing the artist 
one who radiated joy, innocence, and 
all about could study 
the facial expression “The Doctor,” 
“The Musician,” “The Bootblack,” 
Librarian,” and similar representations, 
without knowing that the artist 
stood and participated the fertile 
imagination the small children who 
confided their great plans her keeping? 
Who could meditate the serene sweet- 


ness her Madonnas without experienc- 
ing some the calm and abiding joy 
the mystery Redemption? 

There something unmistakable about 
Hummel art. elusively different. 
The figures seem vibrate with life. 
This art always radiant. shows the 
eternal comprehended childish in- 
nocence. makes nature sublime all 
her birds, and bees, and flowers, loved 
little children. lifts the heavy heart 
imperceptibly from the depths gloom 
the Source all joy and happiness. 

Curiosity instinctively turns the 
producer these inspiring works. Facts 
from the life the artist leave one de- 
pressed, first, that artistic career 
such promise should have been un- 
timely ended. further thought, how 
ever, certain warmth and resignation 
crowds out the darker thoughts, tor one 
feels that the artist would not recalled 
from her reward, nor would she have 
any the chastening events 
which added her merit. 

Berta Hummel was born Massing, 
Germany, 1907 respectable and 
comfortably situated merchant store 
keeper. She was the eldest six 
children and attended the public schools 
for her elementary education. She then 
attended day school for young ladies 
opened the Religious the Sacred 
Heart her home town. From early 
childhood she had shown some artistic 
talent, and the offer scholarship 
opportunity develop this talent. 


Page Fifty-three 


ligious 
Bene- 
youth, 
olgotha, 
men, 
ark and 
the man 
ith seen 
ave paid 
other 
dear 
mes 
years 
vipe the 
loved. 


Berta had always been docile child, 
yet with mind her own. She had 
been pious without any ostenta- 
tion. Her contacts with Religious had 
been somewhat formal, consisting mostly 
classroom routine. Munich her 
talent became evident, and her per- 
sonality cheerfully mature, that she 
was asked help teach two Franciscan 
nuns who were Munich study art. 

This assignment opened for Berta 
new outlook life. Here were persons 
who lived the radiant, hidden joy she had 
felt and longed for its completeness: 
the radiance she was striving 
put into her art. She asked questions, 
she evaluated the career which was open- 
ing before her the world, she realized 
that already the merry life the youth 
Munich was beginning fasten its 
grip upon her heart. 

The struggle was not easy. Her father’s 
brother, Father Dominic Hummel, was 
artist, and the ambition equal 
even excel him had often been proposed 
her her father and the artist him- 
self. Her professors were kind her, 
the young people adored her, her artist’s 
instinct craved large field for its ex- 
pression. Besides she was the comfort 
and support many poor persons her 
village. Life looked too full promise 
for Berta cast all its offers away, even 
though life religion might later offer 
her teaching opportunities. Maturely 
she made her decision. 

God’s grace had finally won, and Berta 
Hummel became Sister Innocentia the 
Ftanciscan motherhouse Siessen, Bava- 
ria. religious habit the Sisters 
was black one-piece garment. 
white bonnet was worn under the veil 
which was pinned back the temples. 
The habit with the closely plaited coif 
was practically the same that worn 
the Benedictine nuns. was 
added the white Franciscan cord. The 
bishop had obtained permission estab- 
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lish house his diocese and the pioneers 
included Sister Innocentia. the resi- 
dence procured the bishop, the small 
community gradually grew numbers, 


the work teaching went on. 


Children loved the little Sister who hard- 
needed sit down very near 
them they recounted their joys and 
sorrows her sympathetic ear. was 
said her that her small stature, her 
beaming countenance, and her constant 
expression innocent joy not only sug- 
gested the choice her name religion, 
but made all who saw her conversed 
with her want better. The regulari- 
her features was emphasized 
high cheek bones, and luminous eyes 
showed intelligence, depth character, 
and spiritual candor. 

For decade more Sister Innocentia 
Hummel taught small children and super- 
vised their playtime. Meanwhile she 
lived the life good and cheerful reli- 
gious under the Rule St. Francis. Her 
charcoal works and paintings were used 
gifts from the community benefac- 
tors. Many her works were sold, thus 
becoming source income for the con- 
vent the clouds the Hitler regime 
began lower, and the future grew more 
uncertain. was proposed that she 
make some clay figures which the factory 
would produce multiple copies. The 
factory men were all enthusiasm and de- 
after her death, that this work 
helped them love their labor and 
resigned many hardships. 

Then the Hitler program came in- 
clude the convent. Soldiers were ordered 
take over and make the Sisters’ 
home combined hospital and barracks. 
few the Sisters were allowed stay 
and were promptly ordered prepare 
food wait the wounded. They 
ousted the other religious who were 
dered discard the religious dress and 
return the world their own 
people. Sister Innocentia was among 
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those driven out. After some months, 
however, she was allowed return 
her convent could now so- 
called she preferred live and die 
with her companions religion. 
Meanwhile the rations for the Sisters 
were reduced, but their work was not 
lightened. During this time Sister In- 
nocentia took her mind off the horrors 
this “concentration camp” working 
her art every spare moment allowed 
her. But resignation, spiritual joy, and 
talent famished body 
carry normally. The artist nun be- 
came ill with what seemed like asthma. 
specialist Munich who heard her 
condition offered send her sani- 


torium for special treatment. Sister 
Innocentia declined, again preferring 
share the fate her community. 
1947 she died tuberculosis brought 
undernutrition, after thirteen years 
spent religion. 

The parish priest and the newspaper 
her native town the time her 
funeral paid high tribute her innocence, 
her broad understanding people, her 
great charity the poor. They pointed 
out the reverent devotion young and 
old, rich and poor, the intellectual and 
the laborer, the religious and the scoffer 
for this small person whose loveliness 
character has sent her spiritual “children 
smiling all around the world.” 


Benedictine Sisters Capulin 


Sister Irene O.S.B. 


the public schools New Mexico 
and Colorado teachers, dressed the 
religious garb the Catholic Sister, have 
been familiar since the early days the 
Santa Trail. Indeed both these 
states, the public schools pre- 
ceded statehood. 

Only familiarity with the conditions 
the West and Southwest they were 
then could give one idea the trials 
aad joys these women who were more 
often than not “pioneers” the true 
sense the word. did this pioneer- 
ing cease with the vanishing the cover- 
wagon; for even the twentieth century 
has seen Sisters going into public schools 
which had been abandoned lay teach- 
financial failures, and making 
them schools which are now rated among 
the finest, considering location and 
these states. 

spite the work the Sisters 
was recently passed New Mexico 
forbidding them teach their reli- 


gious habit. consequence, many 
motherhouses have recalled their Sisters. 
Recent legislative trends Colorado 
seem indicate that may neces- 
sary for the Sisters cease teaching 
there also. Whether not the Sisters 
will leave the schools, which they have 
labored hard build up, depends 
upon the people the communities 
which they are teaching. 

Today, more than ever before, Cath- 
olics are focusing their attention upon 
the situation Sisters teaching public 
schools. glimpse into the history 
one these Colorado schools, Capulin, 
typidal other schools the state, will 
give vivid picture what the Sisters 
have accomplished the way educa- 
tion these remote sections the 
country. 

the northern part the San Luis 
Valley, nine miles from LaJara and about 
twenty-five miles northwest Antonito, 
stands the little hamlet called Capulin. 
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received its name from the Spanish 
Catholics who came settlers 1868 
from New Mexico, and who, upon their 
arrival, discovered abundance 
choke-cherries. The Spanish for choke- 
cherry capulin. Other pioneers soon 
followed because the settlement was 
made after the Indian uprisings had been 
checked this territory. 

The thought uppermost the minds 
these Spanish pioneers was that con- 
structing place worship. This was 
done while Padre Dismare, S.J., was 
pastor; and this chapel, later known 
St. Joseph’s church, was blessed the 
Right Reverend Bishop Machebeuf 
December 15, population in- 
creased rapidly that within the next 
decade the church was enlarged acom- 
modate the faithful. 


Early Catholic Action 


Catholic action was evident even 
among the pioneers, for records reveal 
that Padre Tomassine 1885 has estab- 
lished the Congregation the Children 
Mary, the Association Christian 
Mothers, and the Altar Society; 1883 
the Catholic Union Men and the 
Crusaders Divine Love 1929. 
July 1912, the cornerstone the 
present church was laid Padre Behiels, 
S.J., and blessed the Right Reverend 
Bishop Matz the presence large 
crowd the faithful July 1913. 
enthusiastic committee parish con- 
tributors and workers volunteered their 
services for the construction the edifice. 
Within two years the total cost thirty- 
five thousand dollars was realized. 

October 29, 1920, all the parishes 
the San Luis Valley, formerly ad- 
ministered the Jesuits, were taken 
over the Spanish Theatine Fathers 
from the Isalnd Majorca. The Theatine 
Fathers resided newly-built monaste- 
Antonito, and Capulin became 
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mission district, and remained until 
1939, when Reverend Peter Ribas, C.R., 
was appointed resident pastor. This 
event coincides with the coming the 
Benedictine Sisters from Atchison, Kan- 
sas, for the presence the Sisters made 
necessary that priest stationed 
the mission. 

With the exception few families, 
most the inhabitants were the 
Spanish-American type poor and ig- 
norant with many mixture Indian 
and Spanish blood, 
type people with tremendous dearth 
interest education. Large families, 
ranging from ten fifteen children, 
occupied adobe homes. Most 
the people lived small ranches, tilling 
the soil primitive fashion, raising 
various types irrigated vegetables 
herding sheep cattle the grassy 
mountain plains, for themselves for 
the more prosperous Anglo-American 
ranchers. 

The oldest records available the 
Conejos Court House state that the 
Capulin Public School, District Thirteen, 
operated early 1893. this time 
classes were conducted small adobe 
buildings for few months each year, 
with very meager attendance. Such 
subjects reading, writing, and arith- 
metic constituted the extent the school 
program, while Spanish speaking peda- 
gogs supervised the school procedure. 
Consequently, the education the pupils 
continued the mother tongue which 
definitely impeded the Americanizing 
process. The games, customs, habits 
living, and religious ceremonies their 
ancestors were traditionally carried out. 
This was decided impediment the 
development American principles 
living. 

1932, step toward better education 
was exhibited when the members the 
school board constructed attractive, 
two-story, stone building. 
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ing provided four class rooms conven- 
size and small auditorium which 
provided means social gatherings for 
the community. The windows were the 
only source which the rooms were 
lighted and the heating system consisted 
the ordinary stove. 

After five years vigorous use, the 
construction was utterly dilapidat- 
condition and had condemned’ 
Everybody’s property nobody’s proper- 
ty; hence, everyone, regardless his 
creed right, came help himself 
parts the remaining structure until not 
vestige was left except the four stone 
walls. Extravagant expenditures and 
large debt had caused the District 
discontinue functioning 1937. For 
two years the District School remained 
this deplorable condition. 


Sisters Invited Capulin 


Ascension, May 18, 1939, long 
distance telephone call came the 


Reverend Mother Lucy, Mount 
St. Scholastica, Atchison, Kansas, re- 
questing Sisters take over the work 
the Capulin mission. This appeal was 
made the Reverend John Ordinas, 
C.R., the superior the Theatine Fathers 
the United States, who the same 
time informed Mother Lucy that new 
school and home for the Sisters were 
erected WPA project. Five 
Sisters were assigned staff the Capulin 
school: Sister Placida, superior, Sister 
Eulalia, Sister Julitta, Sister Vita, and 
Sister Alphonsa. 

The Sisters reached Colorado August 
but there was house yet ready for 
them Capulin. They, therefore, re- 
mained with the Sisters Antonito until 
September 21. During this time prep- 
arations were made complete the 
structure which was begun 1933, 
priest’s residence. When the Sisters 
finally came Capulin, carpenters, 
plumbers, and electricians were still busi- 


work. Father Peter, the pastor, 
greeted them and, with hammer hand, 
indicated means sign language that 
they should adjust the shades. Father 
Peter, who had not mastered the English 
language, being Spanish descent, often 
made use signs rather than words 
convey his ideas. Without the 
nuns set about bring order out chaos. 
Dirt and rubbish were cleared away and 
temporarily installed furniture put 
place. 

School was scheduled open Septem- 
ber 25, 1939, but had postponed 
because the classrooms needed renovation 
and repairs. The desks had been col- 
lected and stored one room “perfect 
disorder.” These had transported 
the various buildings that were design- 
classrooms. One adobe building 
which had served garage was 
used two classrooms. Another room 
was the sacristy, third, the base- 
ment garage. Unsightly holes the 
floor and walls were covered with either 
pasteboard old tin prevent rodent 
visitors from making unexpected calls. 

With the actual opening school 
Monday, October 1939, there was 
enrollment ninety-two pupils, but the 
number gradually increased one hun- 
dred eighty-six. After two weeks, the 
crowded conditions the classrooms de- 
manded that another teacher procured 
and also another building. old 
vacant house, which formerly had been 
occupied secular teachers, was pre- 
pared accommodate the overflow, and 
the school board, Mr. Herman Martinez, 
president, Mr. Andrew Muniz, secretary, 
and Mr. Gallegos, treasurer, asked for 
additional teacher. Sister Walburg was 
the sixth Sister become member 
the Capulin family. Thus from the pio- 
neering 1939 began the scene which 
was develop into the modern school 
which exists Capulin today. 

During the school term 1939-1940 
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there were hardships, trials, and disap- 
pointments. Attendance was very lax, 
tardiness quite the usual thing. Few 
children attempted arrive before ten 
o’clock. Pupils would enroll about two 
months before Christmas and leave 
January. Attendance was very 
gular. When work the ranches was 
pressing boys and girls deliberately re- 
mained out school, but when work was 
scarce they reappeared. The warm class- 
room sometimes attracted them, and the 
crowded conditions their homes made 
them seek comforts elsewhere. Many 
the pupils were scantily clothed and 
some instances lacked personal cleanli- 
ness. Quite number boys from six- 
teen eighteen years age could neither 
read nor write and had never gone beyond 
the first grade. Malnutrition was pre- 
valent and was perhaps the cause 
lack interest school work and out- 
door activity. 

There were six teachers but only four 
classrooms. Where the other two were 
was the question. Finally, through 
the permission Mr. Gonzales, St. Jo- 
seph’s hall was obtained. The evacua- 
tion storage, rubbish, and dirt that had 
collected the building was the first 
major task. This was followed the 
renovating desks means fresh 
coats varnish and the installing 
temporary blackboard. When the room 
was completely furnished, there was 
space left for aisles. Nevertheless, the 
hall answered the purpose for the time 
being. 

The other room was provided tear- 
ing out the partitions three-room log 
cabin near the Sisters’ home. Used desks, 
obtained from the Antonito Public School, 
were scrubbed, scraped, and varnished 
make them presentable. This building, 
twelve feet thirty-six feet, must accom- 
modate twenty-six pupils the sixth and 
seventh grades. The teachers added 
the staff 1940 were Sister Gaudentia 
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and Sister Veronica. 

sometimes the case, government 
projects work slowly; hence was not 
until April that the announcement was 
made that the work the new building 
was However, excavation actu- 
ally took place month later. 

After systematic study the building 
plans, the Sisters discovered that they 
did not provide for expansion. Arrange- 
ments were then made the WPA 
change the plans include only school 
rather than combination school and 
Sisters’ residence originally planned. 
During the contruction the building 
many adverse circumstances occurred 
regard the plumbing, the heating 
system, and building material. Work 
even ceased for time during the winter 
1940, and the four walls stood without 
roof, open wind, snow, and storm. 
result these conditions the east 
walls became defective and had re- 
placed. Before April the next year 
the building was comparatively finished. 

With thirty dollars her purse, Sister 
Placida went Denver purchase eighty 
new desks. After consulting Mr. Ball, 
Director Public Schools Denver, and 
Miss Inez Johnson, State Superintendent, 
Sister, her surprise, found that her 
thirty dollars were sufficient for the 
purchase. Similar 
stances proved the courage and zeal 
the Sisters. 

The present school two-story edifice 
red brick, attractive and modern, and 
furnished accordance with state re- 
quirements regard heating and light- 
ing facilities. The 
thousand volumes consisting reference 
works, encyclopedias, fiction, and current 
literature. The books are catalogued 
according the Dewey Decimal system. 
The library situated the first floor 
that free access may had the stu- 
dents. satisfy the needs extra- 
curricular activity the auditorium pro- 
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vides social development various types. 
Two rooms are adequately equipped for 
the teaching courses foods and 
clothing. 

Since the state Colorado forbids the 
teaching religion its public schools, 
the subject taught morning session 
before regular opening hours school. 
This instruction entirely under the 
supervision the Sisters. For the past 
several years students have taken part 
the Diocesan Essay Contest sponsored 
the Most Reverend Bishop Willging 
the Pueblo Diocese, and have won 
honors several times. 

Music and dramatics are given place 
inthe curriculum. Private piano lessons 
and group singing are offered those in- 
terested. children’s choir organized 
and trained the Sisters sing the 
Gregorian Mass and furnish music for 
the other church festivities. Baseball, 


basketball, and volleyball are the special 
features outdoor activities. Last year 
Hot Creek District transported the 
children that school Capulin, and 
probable that other districts will 
the same. will suffice say that the 
school and church Capulin are centers 
interest the community. Progress 
has been made not only educational 
line but also the social life the people. 
The Sisters have also extended the work 
instruction into other communities 
where there Catholic school. Two 
hundred and fifty children Monte 
Vista and Jara receive catechetical 
instruction from the Sisters. Moreover, 
evident that, with the cooperation 
priests, Sisters and parishioners, perman- 
ent foundation for further Catholic cul- 
ture and American life has been esta- 


blished. 


With Other Benedictine Sisters 


the Convent the 


December was marked the reception 
two candidates, Frances Carroll and 
Bullinger, the feast the 
Immaculate Conception; and the 
opening hospital Riverdale, North 
Dakota. this town, constructed 
Army engineers for people working 
the Garrison Dam Project, thirty-bed 
hospital and the Sisters’ home, St. Ger- 
trude’s Convent. 

community news letter, entitled 
Tidings, and sent monthly all the 
missions, was begun January. Another 
project moving picture, Seeking 
God: The Benedictine Way, which was pre- 
pared this spring. depicts the various 
kinds work done the Community 
and the manner which new members 


are received and trained. Though only 
amateur production, attractive 
and informative. Pastors and principals 
requested that shown groups 
young people during and after Vocation 
Month, and their interest 
gratifying. 

St. Alexius Hospital Bismarck was 
host the North Dakota Hospital Asso- 
ciation for its convention May and 12. 
Elected vice-president was Sister Andri- 
ette Rohrenback, and re-elected treasurer 
was Sister Jane Kuck. 

St. Benedict’s Home Dickinson, 
North Dakota, being enlarged the 
addition two wings. This will enable 
the Sisters care for much larger num- 
ber old people, and will also provide 
accommodations for retired priests. 
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memorable date was inscribed the 
annals the Congregation Benedictine 
Sisters Perpetual Adoration Clyde, 
Missouri, and particularly the Kansas 
City branch the Congregation when 
the Sanctuary the Holy Spirit was 
dedicated May 17, 1949. 


most impressive step the transfer 
the community its new home was 
the removal the Blessed Sacrament 
Sunday, May 15, and the inauguration 
the Perpetual Adoration the new 
sanctuary. solemn escort was formed 
some one hundred automobiles, under 
the auspices the Eucharistic Guard 
the Knights Columbus, five hundred 
whom participated. special ar- 
rangement, right way was granted 
our Eucharistic King and His cortege, 
that the procession passed without 
any stop interruption from the old 
convent the new distance twenty 
blocks. 

The high altar the permanent chapel 
the new convent was blessed May 
16, and the first holy Mass offered upon it. 

May 17, the Most Rev. Joseph 
Marling, C.PP.S., Auxiliary Bishop 
Kansas City, officiated the dedication 
the Adoration Chapel. 


The Pontifical High Mass which fol- 
lowed the dedication was celebrated 
the Most Rev. Charles LeBlond, 
Bishop St. Joseph, whose diocese 
the Motherhouse the Benedictine Sis- 
ters Perpetual Adoration located; 
with the Rev. Kevin McGonigle, O.S.B., 
Conception Abbey, chaplain the Sis- 
ters’ convent Kansas City, deacon, 
and the Rev. Bernard Sause, O.S.B., St. 
Benedict’s Abbey, Atchison, subdeacon. 
His Eminence, Samuel Cardinal Stritch 
Chicago, presided the throne, and 
was the principal speaker the occasion. 
This was the first time that Prince 
the Church presided liturgical func- 
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tion Kansas City. 

Besides the Most Rev. Edwin 
O’Hara, the Most Rev. Joseph Marling, 
and the Most Rev. Charles LeBlond, 
the occasion was honored the presence 
the Most Rev. Gerald Bergan, arch- 
bishop Omaha, the Most Rev. Eugene 
McGuinness, Bishop Oklahoma City; 
and the Most Rev. George Donnelly, 
Bishop Kansas City, Kansas; also 
four Benedictine Abbots: The Right Rev. 
Philip Ruggle and the Right Rev. Stephen 
Schappler, retired Abbot and Coadjutor 
Abbot Conception Abbey; the Right 
Rev. Cuthbert McDonald, St. Benedict’s 
Abbey; and the Right Rev. Gerald Ben- 
kert, Marmion Abbey, Aurora, 


five-week diocesan Catechetical In- 
stitute opened St. Gertrude’s Convent, 
June 24. This institute under the 
direction the Most Rev. Kelly, 
Bishop Boise. held for the pur- 
pose improving methods teaching 
religion and unifying the course taught 
the diocese. Besides Benedictines, 
there are attendance members the 
Sisters St. Joseph, Sisters the Holy 
Cross, Sisters Divine Providence, Sis- 
ters the Immaculate Heart Mary, 
Franciscans, and Ursulines. The course 
conducted two priests appointed 
His Excellency. 

The new unit St. Gertrude’s Con- 
vent, begun the spring 1948 meet 
the needs the community, was success- 
fully completed May, 1949. The 
new cells, the spacious refectory and 
modern kitchen will facilitate the work 
the community. 


ALABAMA 


Benedictine Sisters Alabama 
taking active part movement known 
the Revision the Secondary Educa- 
tion Curriculum the Dioceses St. 
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Augustine, Savannah-Atlanta, and Mo- 
bile. Three these Sisters, from John 
Carroll High School, Birmingham, are 
serving committee chairmen: Sister 
Felicitas Nemity, O.S.B., general science; 
Sister Dorothy Flynn, O.S.B., home 
economics; Sister Mary Leo Arnold, 
biology. Serving committees 
are Sister Beatrice Slovensky, O.S.B., 
Sister Isabel Sands, O.S.B., Sister 
Martina Schaefers, O.S.B., American 
history; Sister Alphonsa Grabber, 
Sister Juliana Daly, 
home economics; Sister Mary Charles 
Daly, O.S.B., biology. Sister Mary 
Charles conducting two courses 
biology this year’s summer school 
the Catholic Committee the South, 
Loyola University the South, New 
Orleans. This her third consecutive 
year teaching that staff. 

The Story Alabama, history the 
state Mrs. Marie Bankhead Owen, 
copyright 1949, carries two articles con- 
cerning the Benedictine Sisters the 
Diocese Mobile. One historical 
sketch this community; the other, 
biographical story Mother Mary An- 
nunciata Janeway, O.S.B., 
teacher Alabama. These two articles 
were written member the com- 
munity. 


INDIANA 

1948 marked the diamond jubilee 
Rev. Mother Seraphine’s profession. 
Mother Seraphine has held the office 
Prioress for thirty-four years and reached 
her jubilee year while still active office. 
The main commemoration the event 
was held the summer 1948. One 
the many gifts which she received was 
trip Europe. May 1949, 
Mother Seraphine and Sister Mary Robert 
left for pilgrimage tour Europe, in- 
Fatima, Rome, Lourdes, and 
other places sacred historical signi- 
The pilgrim group from Indiana 


returned June 

Sisters Thomas and Frederica attended 
the meeting the National Catholic 
Educational Association Philadelphia, 
April 20-22. Sister Mary John attended 
the Music Education Convention 
Philadelphia the same time. 

Sister Clarice was charge the 
organization and preparation the first 
meeting the Organists and Music Edu- 
cators the Diocese Evansville. 

Sister Mary Therese delivered paper 
the Music Educators Diocesan meeting 
Indianapolis. Sisters Miletta, Mary 
Inez, and Celine gave demonstrations 
music instruction and choir training 
the same meeting. 

much-needed laundry building 
under construction the motherhouse 
1949. 

The Sisters Ferdinand will staff three 
newly erected schools the Diocese 
Evansville this fall. One the Mater 
Dei West High Evansville, and the 
other two are grade schools Evansville 
and Fort Branch, Indiana. The Sisters 
will also staff the new Ferdinand Parish 
High School, which still under con- 
struction. 


The whole community Sacred Heart 
Convent enjoying sum- 
mer without secular studies. Arrange- 
ments have been made for daily confer- 
ences Religious Perfection and the 
Holy Rule, with weekly instruction 
some phases Canon Law touching the 
obligations religious. These confer- 
ences are being given Fathers from 
the local St. Procopius Abbey. Along 
with this endeavor, the community 
being acquainted with the new ceremonial 
and devoting more time the liturgy 
generally. Events scheduled for the 
summer are follows: reception and pro- 
fession ceremonies July election 
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Prioress July 11, and the two annual 
retreats August 4-16. 


Navvoo, 


The Benedictines St. Mary’s Con- 
vent, Nauvoo, Illinois, will celebrate their 
Diamond Jubilee this October 15, feast 
St. Teresa. home-coming for St. 
Mary’s Academy, St. Edmund’s Hall, and 
Spalding Institute will part the 
Jubilee festivities. pageant depicting 
the history the community will also 
beincluded. intensive drive for funds 
for the construction new convent and 
chapel now progress. 

new mission school Munster, 
Indiana, will opened this fall the 
Benedictines Nauvoo. 

June 24, Feast the Sacred Heart, 
was celebrated the solemn clothing 
fourteen postulants the habit St. 
Benedict. The Most Rev. Joseph Schlar- 
man, Bishop Peoria, officiated. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Sister Regina has been appointed 
secretary the Diocesan Science and 
Mathematics Teachers’ Association the 
Pittsburgh diocese. This association, 
composed members from many differ- 
ent communities the diocese, meets 
four times year. The meetings are de- 
voted discussion problems arising 
the fields science and mathematics; 
newer and better ideas and methods 
teaching are demonstrated, and profes- 
sional growth stimulated and encourag- 
ed. The Rev. Ulric Thaner, O.S.B., St. 
Vincent’s Archabbey, Latrobe, Pennsyl- 
vania, chairman this department. 

April 1949, fourteen Oblate 
Novices made their final oblation 
impressive ceremony held Mount St. 
Mary Convent Chapel. the same 
ceremony, twelve new candidates were 
invested the Benedictine scapular. 
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total 169 women oblates, affiliated 
with St. Vincent’s Archabbey, meet each 
month for conference, conducted 
Rev. Ulric Thaner, O.S.B., moderator, 
annual day recollection conducted 
for these Oblates the motherhouse. 
The community suffered great loss 
the death three members within 
period six weeks. Sisters Andrea, 
Rosalia, and Evangelist were all actively 
engaged service the time their 
death. Sister Rosalia had been former 
prioress, and was teaching music Im- 
maculate Conception High School, Con- 


nellsville, Pennsylvania. She died after 
two days illness. 

\ 
St. MINNESOTA 

Sisters Regia, Ronayne, and Wibora 
the Convent St. Benedict, St. Joseph, 
Minnesota, left their motherhouse Sun- 
day, May 22, for Formosa, island off 
the coast China, where they will join 
several Benedictine Sisters teach 
girls’ school. Having spent eighteen 
years missionaries China, these Sis- 
ters are now returning the Chinese 
mission fields after six-months visit 
their motherhouse St. Joseph. 

The Catechetical Guild, St. Paul, Min- 
nesota, published two color workbooks 
with symbols made Sister Justina. 
These booklets, with sumbols Christ 
and the Our Father, are for very young 
children. 

Sister Rebecca, the Convent St. 
Benedict, received bachelor science 
degree pharmacy from Fordham Uni- 
versity College Pharmacy, New York, 
June graduating magna cum 

For the highest four-year average 
pharmacy Sister received the Bronx Stu 
County Pharmaceutical Association prize, 
gold medal, and for the highest four- 
year average all subjects she received Gre 
the Doctor Jacob Diner Memorial Award, 
also gold medal. 
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Sr. Marys, Co., PENNSYLVANIA 


now her ninety-eighth year, celebrated 
her sevénty-seventh anniversary pro- 
fession. Sister Edith 
observed the sixtieth anniversary her 
holy vows January 

Sisters Jean Marie, Celestine, Stella, 
and Kathleen conduct weekly religion 
classes St. Mark’s church, Emporium, 
Pennsylvania. About one hundred and 
fifty children are attendance. 

Teachers’ Conference was held 
Sacred Heart School auditorium April 
Sisters from Ridgway, Johnsburg, Du- 
bois, Bradford, Punxsatawney, Kane, 
Warren, and Kersey were attendance. 
The general topic was “Physical Educa- 
tion the This was discussed 
and demonstrated Miss Mary Louise 
Curtiss and Miss Adelaide Curtiss St. 
John’s College, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Sisters from St. Mary’s staff the Andrew 
Kaul Memorial Hospital, which recently 
received full approval the American 
College Surgeons. 


Saint MINNESOTA 


St. Paul’s Priory, canonically erected 
June 22, 1948, held its first formal recep- 
tion novices, June 13. this cere- 
mony the following young women were 
invested with the Benedictine habit: 
Rosemary Rader, St. Leo, Minnesota; 
Mildred Schmidt, Shakopee; Pauline 
Johnson, Minneapolis; Mary Lou Inhofer, 
Minneapolis; Barbara Zezza, Hudson, 
Wisconsin; and Mary Ann Bergup, St. 
Paul. 


The general chapter for the Benedic- 
tine Congregation St. Gertrude the 
Great will convene St. Martin’s Con- 
vent July, 1949. During this chapter, 
President for the congregation 


and other officials will elected. The 
President now Rev. Mother Monica, 
O.S.B., Crooston, Minnesota. 


Another unit the great expansion 
program the Sisters Sacred Heart 
Convent, Yankton, was dedicated the 
Most Rev. William Brady, D.D., 
Bishop Sioux Falls, May 15, when the 
new Benet Nurses Home was blessed. 

this dedication program, recognition 
was given Sister Juliana, who cele- 
brating her golden jubilee religious, 
thirty-five years which she spent 
director nurses Sacred Heart Hos- 
pital, Yankton. 

Sister Leonarda, art instructor 
Mount Marty, recently designed series 
verse cards consisting excerpts from 
the Holy Rule St. Benedict. The 
cards, suitable bookmarks, were print- 
Berliner and Lanigan, Nevada 
City, California. 

Sister Desideria, who doing 
graduate study St. Louis University, 
was recently appointed the National 
Board Nurse Examiners. She spent 
some time New York working in- 
tegrated tests for state board registra- 
tion and Cleveland and Akron, Ohio, 
doing executive work with the American 
League Nursing Education. 

Sister Mauritia, laboratory techni- 
cian Sacred Heart Hospital, was elected 
president the South Dakota Society 
Medical Technologists the annual 
meeting March. 

During the regular summer school ses- 
sion Mount Marty, the Rev. Walter 
Sullivan, O.S.B., St. Meinrad’s Abbey, 
Indiana, will conduct course Sacred 
Theology. Another religion course, 
study Sacred Scripture, will taught 
the Rev. Henry Huber, O.S.B., chap- 
lain Sacred Heart Convent. Father 


Walter conducted the annual summer re- 
treats for the Sisters. 
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Summer school work being done 
Sisters the Yankton community the 
following places: Alverno College 
Music and Marquette University, Mil- 
waukee; Catholic University, Washing- 
ton, D.C.; St. Louis University; Northern 


Recent 


Election reports received during the 
past few weeks announce four new 
prioresses. The newly-elected superiors 
are follows: Rev. Mother Richarda, 
St. Joseph Convent, St. Joseph, Min- 
nesota; Rev. Mother Vincent, St. Wal- 
burga Convent, Elizabeth, New Jersey; 
Rev. Mother Aemilia, Sacred Heart 
Convent, Lisle, and Rev. Mother 
Clarissa, Immaculate Conception Con- 
vent, Ferdinand, Indiana. 

Rev. Mother Richarda Peters succeeds 
Rev. Mother Rosamund Pratschner, 
prioress for the past twelve years, and 
Mother President the Congregation 
St. Benedict. Mother Richarda was born 
Minneapolis 1895, professed 1914, 
and taught for many years the Cathe- 
dral High School, St. Cloud, Minnesota, 
where she was also principal. She re- 
ceived doctorate psychology the 
Catholic University that 
time until 1947, she was dean women 
the College St. Benedict, St. Joseph, 
Minnesota, and since then again prin- 
cipal the Cathedral High School, 
St. Cloud. 

Rev. Mother Vincent 
places Rev. Mother Theresa Huber 
prioress St. Walburga’s Convent. 
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State Teachers College, Aberdeen; the 
University Nebraska; the University 
Minnesota; St. Benedict’s Normal, 
Ferdinand, Indiana; and the American 
Conservatory, Chicago. 


Elections 


Born Bayonne, New Jersey, Mother 
Vincent entered the Benedictine convent, 
Elizabeth, New Jersey, 1909. For 
many years she taught the academy 
the motherhouse. Specializing 
music the Catholic University 
America and the Pius School 
Liturgical Music, Mother 
been for the past fifteen years Supervisor 
Music the Benedictine Schools 
New Jersey. She has also served her 
community the capacity secretary 
and procurator. 


Rev. Mother Aemilia Shonka, the new 
prioress Sacred Heart Convent, Lisle, 
Illinois, succeeds Rev. Mother Genevieve 
Bishup. the time her election she 
was subprioress. From 1934 1946 
Mother Aemilia was principal Sacred 
Heart Academy, Lisle, and holds mas- 
ter’s degree from the University 
Chicago. 


Rev. Mother Clarissa, the 
elected superior Immaculate Concep- 
tion Convent, Ferdinand, Indiana, was 
for many years assistant Rev. Mother 
Seraphine. Besides serving the com- 
munity council, Mother Clarissa taught 
the academy Ferdinand. 
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The Right Rev. Cuthbert McDonald, 
0.S.B., conducted the retreat for the 
Sisters Mexico City January. 
January offered Mass the Shrine 
Guadalupe for the intention Mother 
Lucy, which time the Sisters present 
wore their habits. 

Kramer and Sister 
Gonzaga Engelhart represented Mount 
St. Scholastica the regional conference 
the National Commission Teacher 
Education and Standards, 
held Omaha, Nebraska, February 2-3. 

The Feast Scholastica was ob- 
srved pontifical high Mass, celebrated 
the Right Rev. Cuthbert McDonald, 
the St. Scholastica Chapel. 
Father Abbot was assisted the Rev. 
David Kinish, O.S.B., presbyter assistant; 
the Rev. Felix and the Rev. 
Sebastian Weissenberger, O.S.B., deacons 
ofhonor; the Rev. Malachy 
deacon; the Rev. Angelus Lingen- 
subdeacon; the Rev. Fran- 
tis Broderick, O.S.B., and Frater Martin 
Taylor, O.S.B., master ceremonies. 
Novices from St. Benedict’s Abbey were 
srvers. Solemn Vespers the feast 
were sung the Choir Chapel the 
afternoon. 

The Feast St. Scholastica was made 
especially festive for the Sisters Mexico 
City the presence the Abbot Primate, 
the Most. Rev. Bernard Kaelin, O.S.B., 
who celebrated Mass the basilica for 
them that occasion. was accom- 
panied the Rev. Alfred Koestner, O.S. 
St. Benedict’s Abbey. 

Among the delegates the tri-diocesan 


Chronicle 


music conference the Kansas unit the 
National Catholic Music Educators Asso- 
ciation held Wichita, Kansas, February 
10-12, were Sister Karlene Hoffmans, 
Sister Geraldine Jacobs, Sister Clement 
MarieHoffmans, Sister Evangeline Green, 
Sister James Marie Heiney, Sister Rober- 
Mellinger, Sister Mary Austin Schir- 
mer, Sister Charitas Walter, Sister Mary 
Joachim Holthaus, Sister Rosina Baum- 
gartner, Sister Everilda Baumgartner, 
Sister Sabina Fellner, Sister Mary Benno 
Jermain, and Sister Paula Howard. 

“The Catholic Community 
the title article Sister Jerome 
Keeler, which appears the February 
number The Catholic Educational Re- 
view. 

The first book two-year French 
course Sister Jerome Keeler was 
published February the Loyola 
Press Chicago. entitled Francais 
Vivant. The second book, Pour Lire 
Parler, which Miss Elizabeth Peters 
collaborated with Sister Jerome, will 
published soon. 

Accompanying student delegation 
the West-Central regional meet the 
Catholic Theatre Conference February 
18-20 were Sister Mary Janice Egan, 


Sylvester Coffey, and Sister Mala- 


chy Kennedy. The meeting was held 
Kansas City, Missouri. 

The Rev. Paschal Botz, O.S.B., St. 
John’s Abbey, Collegeville, Minnesota, 
celebrated the conventual Mass and gave 
the sermon February the Choir 
Chapel. 

February was marked the pre- 
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the 


sence the Rev. Mother Lucy Dooley 
her office and the community dining 
room for the first time since November 12. 

The Right Rev. Raphael Walzer, O.S. 
B., former Archabbot Beuron and now 
Saint-Wandrille France, was guest 
Mount St. Scholastica and celebrated 
Mass for the community the Choir 
Chapel February 28. 

March Sister Augusta Parle and 
Sister Clarita McGarity attended one- 
day congress called the Abbot Primate 
Sacred Heart Convent, Lisle, Illinois. 
Thirty-three houses Benedictine Sisters 
the United States and one Canadian 
house were represented. 

Following the meeting with the Abbot 
Primate, Mother Caroline Holy Name 
Convent, San Antonio, Florida, and 
Mother Ursula Queen Angels Con- 
vent, Mount Angel, Oregon, visited 
student Sisters from their communities 
the Mount. 

Sister Kathleen Brazzel and Sister Gon- 
zaga Engelhart attended the annual meet- 
ing the North Central Association 
Colleges and Secondary Schools and 
session the Midwest College and Uni- 
versity Departments the National 
Educational Chicago, 
March 29. 

The Rev. Mother Genevieve Bishup, 
First Visitator the Congregation St. 
Scholastica and Prioress Sacred Heart 
Convent, Lisle, Illinois, visited the Rev. 
Mother Lucy Dooley the Mount, 
April 2-3. 

Sister Jeanette Obrist, moderator, and 
Sister Evangeline Green accompanied 
student delegates the seventh national 
convention Kappa Epsilon, national 
mathematics fraternity, Topeka, Kan- 
sas, April 10-12. 

Attending the national convention 
the Catholic Library Association 
Detroit during Easter week were Sister 
Feeney, Sister Jane Frances 


McAtee, and Miss Agnes Fay, the 
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college library. 

The liturgy Palm Sunday was again 
carried out this year, with students par- 
ticipating the Procession. The Rev. 
Francis Broderick, O.S.B., college chap- 
lain, was celebrant the Mass, assisted 
the Rev. David deacon; 
the Rev. Sebastian Weissenberger, O.S.B., 
subdeacon; and Frater Kevin Fahey, 
S.B., master ceremonies. Chanting 
the Passion were the Rev. Pschal Pretz, 
O.S.B., the Rev. Bede Bradley, O.S.B., 
and the Rev. Walter Vollmar, O.S.B. 

Full Holy Week services were held 
the Choir Chapel. Father David was 
celebrant the Mass Holy Thursday 
and Good Friday, and officiated 
Easter Sunday. Father Fran- 
cis was celebrant the Mass Holy 
Saturday and Sunday. Those assisting 
during these days were the Rev. Arnold 
Tkacik, O.S.B., the Rev. Anthony Reil- 
man, O.S.B., the Rev. John Gruber, 
B., the Rev. Harold Watson, the 
Rev. Hilary Heim, O.S.B., the Rev. 
Alphonse Berning, O.S.B., Frater David 
Solari, O.S.B., Frater Kevin Fahey, 
B., and Frater Wilfrid Fangman, O.S.B. 

Sister Jerome Keeler, dean the col- 
lege, and Sister Ambrose Conway, prin- 
cipal the academy, represented Mount 
St. Scholastica the forty-sixth annual 
meeting the national Catholic Educa- 
tional Association Philadelphia, April 
20-22. The former participated 
panel discussion the community college. 

Two articles Sister Romana Farrell 
were published this spring: “Understand- 
ing the Adolescent” the March number 
The Catholic Educational Review, and 
“Family Ideals College” the 
Home Economics for April. 

The Rev. Francis Broderick, O.S.B., 
college chaplain, represented the faculty 
Mount St. Scholastica the annual 
congress the National Federation 
Catholic College Students, held Chica- 
the first week May. 
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The Independence-Day playlet Sis- 
ter Paula Howard, which was presented 
last year’s community picnic, was 
published the June number the 
Catholic School Fournal. entitled 
“The Mirth Freedom.” 

Sister Mary Urban Hansen played 
recital for her master’s work violin 
the Kansas City Conservatory Music, 
June She was accompanied Sister 
Chrysostom Koppes. 

The annual community retreat was con- 
ducted the Rev. Hugh Wilt, O.S.B., 
St. Vincent’s Archabbey, Latrobe, 
Pennsylvania, June 

Attending the first meeting the 
Language and Literature Section the 
American Benedictine Academy, June 
13-16, St. Meinrad’s Abbey, St. Mein- 
rad, Indiana, were Sister Jerome Keeler 
and Sister Teresa Ann Doyle. Sister 
Jerome read paper Joris-Karl Huys- 
mans, Benedictine Oblate; Sister Teresa 
Ann participated discussion Bene- 
dictine Influence Early English Litera- 
ture. 

The Rev. Bonaventure 
vice-president Mount St. Scholastica 
College, and the Rev. Anselm Llewellyn 
chant-master the Mount, are 
spending the summer Europe. Father 
Bonaventure England the interest 
Benedictine Studies, which edi- 
tor, and Father Anselm Solesmes 
France. 

Sisters and students the summer ses- 
sion participated impressive Corpus 
Christi procession June 16, following 
high Mass the St. Scholastica 
Chapel. The Rev. David 
celebrant, with the Rev. Theodore 
Leuterman, O.S.B., deacon, the Rev. Wil- 
fred Fangman, subdeacon, and the Rev. 
Harold Watson, O.S.B., master cere- 
monies. Canopy-bearers were Mr. Ed- 
ward Henry and Mr. Eduardo Betoret 
the college faculty and Mr. William 
Wolters and Mr. Patrick Goodwin, 


students the summer school. 

The Right Rev. Cuthbert McDonald, 
O.S.B., journeyed San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, mid-June, conduct retreat 
for the Sisters Mount St. Scholastica 
who are stationed Coronado, San 
Ysidro, National City, and Chula Vista. 

Sister Nordhus and Sister 
Cleopha Walz are spending the summer 
Sacred Heart Convent, Yankton, South 
Dakota, where Sister teach- 
ing course crafts and Sister Cleopha 
studying vestment-making. 

Sister Marcelline Sinott and Sister 
Agnes Claire are California this 
summer, where Sister Agnes Claire 
offering extension work history Sis- 
ters stationed the California missions. 
Antonito, Colorado, Sister Winifred 
Cornwall and Sister Leander Cogan are 
also offering extension courses history 
and science. 

exchange professor Mount St. 
Scholastica College during the summer 
session Sister Irena Uptegrove, O.S.B., 
art instructor from St. Paul’s Priory, 
St. Paul, Minnesota. Continuing the reli- 
gion series are the Rev. William Heidt, 
O.S.B., and the Rev. Paschal Botz, O.S. 
B., St. John’s Abbey, Collegeville, 
Minnesota. 

Enrolled graduate schools for the 
summer session are the following mem- 
bers the community: Sister Tharsilla 
Carl and Sister Mary Berchmans Ber- 
nadt, Denver University; Sister Raphaela 
Schmiedeler, Sister Sylvania Sister 
Mary Charles Walsh, Sister Fridoline 
Penka, Sister Irene Trompeter, Sister 
Mary Eugene Kelly, Sister Julitta Bur- 
dick, Sister Joan Apel, Sister Vivina 
Chamberlain, Sister Annette Bechler, 
Sister Mary Philip Zeller, Sister Alice 
Marie Hayes, Sister Mary Cyril Busen- 
barrick, Sister Fabiola Burns, Sister 
Dolorita Hofer, Sister Mary Gregory 

Walsh, Sister Dominica Leininger, Sister 
Richard Pendergast, Sister Pierre Cav- 
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anaugh, Sister Simplicia Buechler, Sister 
Fara Hopf, Sister Dionysia Sullivan, 
Sister Mary Lawrence Leininger, 
Creighton University; Sister Clementia 
Weber, Sister Bernita McAtee, Sister 
Suzanne Schmelzle, Sister Mary Jude 
Meerians, Sister Mary David McFarland, 
Sister Aelred Pottinger, Sister Rosaria 
Schaefer, Sister Francita Marnell, Sister 
Terence Minton, Notre Dame Uni- 
versity; Sister Andrea Rodgers, Sister 
Brigida O’Connor, Sister Juanita Pavlick, 
Sister Mary Faith Schuster, St. Louis 
University; Sister Constancia Schuetz, 
Sister Celeste Hemmen, Sister Patricia 
Ann Donegan, Sister Liguori Sullivan, 
Kansas State College, Manhattan; Sister 
Kieran Curry and Sister Malachy Ken- 
nedy, Catholic University America; 
Sister Ethelburg Leuschen and Sister 
Mary Austin Schirmer, Columbia Uni- 
versity; Sister Sylvester Coffey, North- 
western University; Sister DePazzi Mis- 
pagel, Chicago Art Institute; Sister 
Jeanne Marie Blacet and Sister Egberta 
Buening, Cardinal Stritch College, 
waukee; Sister Maurine Sullivan, Ford- 
ham University; Sister Dunstan Delehant 
and Sister Audrey Aaron, Laval Universi- 
ty, Quebec; Sister Rose Angela Farrell, 
Sister Mary Thomas Furst, and Sister 
Vera Glynn, Immaculate Heart College, 
Los Angeles. 

Thirteen candidates entered the novi- 
tiate June. They are Shirley Killeen, 
Independence, Missouri; Frances Rhodes, 
Kansas City, Kansas; Patricia Bealmear, 
Wichita, Kansas; Kathleen Cogan, Buena 
Vista, Colorado; Lois Thomas, Omaha, 
Nebraska; Diane McNamara, Inde-pen- 
dence, Missouri; Caroline Assenmacher, 


Raymond, Nebraska; JoAnne Tosh, Kan- 


Sister Oliva Metzger, O.S.B., died 
February St. Margaret’s Hospital, 
Kansas City, Kansas, where she had un- 
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OBITUARY 


sas City, Kansas; Dorothy Heideman, 


Seneca, Kansas; Ruthanne Mellott, Ed- hig 
wardsville, Kansas; Bibiana Tasset, Pratt, 
Kansas; Kathleen Conway, Chillicothe, 
Missouri. Jur 
Sisters attending the summer session 
Mount St. Scholastica include 
sentatives the Benedictine communities 
Fort Smith, Arkansas; Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania; Cullman, Alabama; 
ington, Louisiana; and Jonesboro, Ar- tim 
kansas; Franciscans from Nevada and oft 
Chillicothe, Missouri; Dominicans from 
Great Bend, Kansas; Ursuline Sha 
Paola, Kansas; Sisters the Precious 
Blood and Sisters St. Joseph, Wichita, 
Kansas; Sister Mercy from the St. 
Louis and Omaha provinces. 
Sister Mary Theresa Brentano and 
Sister Helen Sullivan are continuing their 
work with the community St. Scholas- 
tica Covington, Louisiana. While the 
former engaged expansion pro- 
gram for the academy there, the latter 
versity, New Orleans. Sister Helen 
experimenting with her book, The 
tian Approach Science, which being 
considered for publication the Science 
and Culture Series. 
Three members the community con- 
Biblique, monumental French volume 
Biblical studies which being edited man. 
Catholic University America. 
Jerome Keeler translated that section 
dealing with the Epistles; Sister Jane 
Frances McAtee, that the literary 
forms; and Sister Elizabeth Ann Brazzel, 
that the Masoretic text and the works 
St. Jerome. 
dergone operation. Her funeral was 
held February from the St. Scholastica 
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Office the Dead and solemn requiem 
high Mass. Born Sandusky, Ohio, 
April 1883, Sister Oliva entered the 
novitiate Mount St. Scholastica 
June, She made her final profes- 
sion vows January Since 
1936 Sister Oliva had been commercial 
teacher Mount St. Scholastica College 
Academy, and also served hostess 
toguests the Mount. Previous that 
time she had taught twelve other schools 
the community: Atkinson and Wahoo, 
Nebraska; Walsenburg, Colorado; Seneca, 
Shawnee, Flush, Horton, Axtell, Kelly 
Hanover, Rosedale, and Kansas City, 
Kansas. 


Sister Blandina Karmann, O.S.B., 
died March Mount St. Scholastica 
Convent, where she had been invalid 
for several years, suffering from the com- 
plications old age. Her funeral was 
held March 16. Office the Dead was 
followed solemn requiem high Mass 
the St. Scholastica Chapel. Born 
January 22, 1869, Heidencam, Bavaria, 
Germany, Teresa Karmann entered the 
novitiate Mount St. Scholastica 
1896. For more than fifty years she 
served the community, especially house- 
keeper for the Sisters teaching various 
parochial schools. Since 1938, however, 
she had been retired because failing 
health. 


Book Reviews 


The Greatest Story Ever Told; Tale the 
Greatest Life Ever Lived. Fulton Ours- 
Garden City, New York: Doubleday, 
1949. Pp. 299. 


heartening note how phenome- 
nal has been the success this 


the Life Christ. Doutbless muc 
this success due the radio presen- 
tation episodes from it, but also 
due the that speaks the language 
vigorous language the modern 
man. 

Some there are who decline read the 
book, stating that they much prefer going 
directly the Gospels. With this atti- 
tude, Mr. Oursler can have quarrel, 
for one his hopes that readers will 
beled the Gospels themselves through 
his book. 

remarkable thing about this work 
the way which exemplifies the 
all may one.” Nothing 
included which had not first been 
and Jew. felicitous 
which they arrived the 
the Lord’s Prayer. reads: 
‘but deliver from 

After reading this Greatest Story cer- 


tain characters and scenes stand out clear- 
ly. Unforgettable surely are Annas and 
Caiphas, for instance, and Our Lord’s 
the Sanhedrin. The accompany- 
ing discussion how the Sanhedrin car- 
ried out its solemn functions one the 
most valuable sections the book. 

Our Lord appealingly drawn; also 
St. Joseph. One familiar with Blessed 
Mary Agreda’s God” may 
little startled Mr. Oursler’s in- 
terpretation Our Lady’s first reaction 
the Annunciation. seems think 
that Our Lady, like St. Bernadette, would 
have welcomed “‘a little corner which 
hide” from the overwhelming dignity 
suddenly hers. 

Since can naturally never fully 
satisfied with any book (or motion pic- 
ture) about Our Lord, inevitable that 
this work too will considered have 
lacunae the one hand, and overplayed 
scenes the other. one can read it, 
though, without being conscious the 
burning sincerity which inspired it, and 
the author’s ardent desire bring God 
closer the people our times. 

Sister Fane Frances McAtee, 
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Transformation Christ: the Christian 
Attitude Mind. Dietrich von Hilde- 
brand. New York: Longmans, 1948. Pp. 406. 
$4.50. 

Transformation Christ spiritual 
classic our day. While presenting the 
classic principles Catholic asceticism 
and spirituality, makes the reader deep- 
conscious the “height, breadth, and 
his vocation Christian and 
shows how his sanctification and incorpor- 
ation Christ may effected. This 
systematic effort towards moral forma- 
are not merely ‘being’ but ‘becoming.’ 
Through ascetical practices 
gradually clear away obstacles his 
union with God, and through recollection 
and contemplation come closer 
Him. all important, according 
the author, that maintain perman- 
ent attitude sursum this 
way the supernatural becomes “‘in actual 
truth the determining and shaping prin- 
ciple, the forma our 

Although the writer wisely chooses 
omit “that aspect transformation 
Christ which related the zone 
mystical experience,” reveals the 
essence the mystical life. Such life, 
comments Dr. von Hildebrand, may 
effectively achieved through the ob- 
servance the monastic motto, ‘ora 
labora. Throughout the book the author 
tends break down artificial distinctions 
the spiritual life, such the active and 
the contemplative life, the various stages 
prayer, categories which came into use 
the time the Reformation, and seems 
prefer the medieval and monastic con- 
cept spiritual integration. Medieval, 
classic monastic spirituality, will 
recalled, tends towards unification and 
simplification harmony with the means 
and goal the life. Dispersion 
effort and distractions are reduced 
minimum and the acquiring virtue it- 
self fuses with the concentrated endeavor 
seek God.” This classical 
monastic type spirituality the author 
admirably treats his chapters entitled: 
Consciousness,” Simplicity,” 
Having laid foun- 
dation for the spiritual life and having 
established the proper relationship be- 
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tween God and man, between man and 
man, the writer proceeds discussion 
the virtues beatitudes. 
Throughout the book Dr. von 
brand metaphysical his approach, 
psychological his analysis character, 
liturgical his positive, constructive 
attitude toward spiritual growth and 
that although destined for God and 
heaven, man still this 
cannot truth,” says, unless 
realize our metaphysical situation 
whole,” taking into account both our 
being ordained eternity and the fact 
that yet are dwelling this earth.” 
The truly spiritual man whose life in- 
tegrated, says Professor von Hildebrand: 
his life not ‘ideals’ but the 
sublime and ultimate reality, the Being most 
real, the ens realissimum: co- 
operates being lifted above his nature 
Christ, and unites his will hoping that 
grace may noi work him vain. His 


response the Lord’s call, ‘Follow me’: 


ew 


has nothing superficial and anemic, nothing 
romantic and unreal it; genuine, strong 
and victorious. br: 
The liturgy, says the author, 
integral reality the and grasps 
all things according the order crea- 
tion. the liturgy the “tension be- 
tween our fallen nature the reality 
start from and the goal are ordained 
reach, our rebirth Christ, manifest 
without reserve concealment.” Aside 
from purely supernatural effect, “the 
deepest transformation our being issues 
from the Holy Sacrifice the Mass. 
Mental prayer the Divine Office help 
come closer the ‘/umen Christi, 
there love and praise. 
Conscious theme masterfully ex- 
pressed his work, Liturgy and 
ty, Dietrich von Hildebrand 
surrender Christ that the 
full actualization our proper personal 
Christ into our but fruitful “to 
transpose our life into Christ.” “be 
possessed” Him the “extreme 
antithesis 
Dr. von Hildebrand may applied 
the term “Devout Humanist,” first used, 
believe, Henri Brémond. The works 
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the confidence, and joy which result from 
living the complete life, life super- 
natural level. What “determines the 
inner wealth his His an- 
is: the degree man’s 
and the intensity his adequate 
response values.” Transformation 
Christ spiritual classic, and, like 
dassics generally, will never 
popular book. Like all classics, however, 
each reading reveals new levels 
meaning, new depths, and penetration. 


Sister Teresa Ann Doyle, O.S.B. 


Corona Sanctorum Anni Benedictini; Meno- 
Abbatia Augustini, 1948. Pp. 158. 


This work consists short lives, en- 
those Blessed, and also, trans- 
late from the preface, who life 
and after death spread the good odor 
Christ, who were both venerated their 
contemporaries saints and were cele- 
brated the praises the people 
used designate not only those men and 
women commonly known Benedictines, 
but also Cistercians, Trappists, Olive- 
tans,and others. The entries are arrang- 
calendar form, other Martyr- 
ologies. 


_One special merit the work that 
date. includes such names 
Joseph Benedict Dusmet, Pius 
Hemptinne, Columba Marmion, Mother 
Mary St. Peter, and the Spanish Mar- 
tyrs 1936. 


Here brought together one small 
information which one might 
have search for many 
different reference works, 
indicated the Bibliography. 


Sister Fane Frances McAtee, 


Twenty Centuries Catholic Church Music. 
Erwin Esser Nemmers. Milwaukee: Bruce, 
Pp. 213. $4.00. 


This book for the educated reader 
well for the special student and scholar 


who will find valuable source in- 
formation. The work clarifies many 
hazy notions with regard the much de- 
bated topic liturgical music. 


The book not much history 
Catholic Church music. account 
controversies, not seldom bitter, true 
study these principles could based 
nothing less strong than factual his- 
tory. Until now, such study was un- 
available English; hence Mr. Nemmers’ 
work fills great need. 


The first part the book reviews early 
church music the year 400. The 
three great schools Gregorian, Poly- 

honic, and Modern are treated 
ength. 


Organists will find chapter five 
special interest. The organ surveyed 
from its beginnings instrument 
enhance the divine worship. Its progress 
traced the Golden Age composi- 
tions, through the Reformation organ 
music. Stress placed upon the central 
purpose organ music church without 
‘denying independent status musi- 


Concerning his discussion American 
Catholic church music, the author writes 
the preface that “the subject virgin 
territory, and fully aware that years 
come will make additions the bibli- 
ography.” 

The chapter modern church music 
includes valuable list outstanding 
composers church music the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries 
well list the principal societies 
devoted the promoting church music. 


Besides bibliography the end 
each chapter, the book contains bibli- 
ography bibliographies, glossary 
musical terms, and list leadin 
foreign periodicals specializing 
music. 


The volume fittingly closes with text 
from the Motu Proprio Pius 
Sacred Music. After perusing this book, 
not difficult agree with Carlo 
Rossini, who writes the foreword, 
the author has come through his difficult 
test with honors.” 


Sister Celine Goodwin, O.S.B. 
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Dom Hubert Van 


Die Standing Up. 
165. 


Zeller. New York: Sheed, 1949. Pp. 

$2.00. 

This book, with its intriguing and 
first, enigmatic title, may recom- 
mended religious and laymen alike. 
Both will profit from the stern truths, 
couched modern terminology, the 
timely and salutary admonitions, the 
simple treatises expounded clearly and 
often arrestingly. Die Standing 
challenging book. gives practical 
helps such topics health, rest, work, 
and illness; ventures show the place 
emotions our life and dwells par- 
ticularly compassion; views from 
new angles such virtues faith, hope, 
charity, generosity, conformity, and sin- 
cerity; treats such periods life 
youth, engagement, middle age, and 
death; warns the reader cynicism 
and hypocrisy; considers such abstract 
ideas integration, friendship, posses- 
siveness, counselling, loneliness; and 
advocates the Gospel stabilizing 
influence, signpost for our modern 
times. 

Particularly good Dom Hubert’s 
treatment Friendship. Cicero, 
St. Francis Sales, St. Thomas, Cassian, 
the Book Proverbs, St. Augustine, St. 
Bernard, but especially St. Aelred’s 
Dialogue for source material. St. Ael- 
red’s teaching that there can 
genuine friendship between Christians 
unless Christ come make third. 
Dom Hubert has this say concerning 
the expression affection: 

There must strict austerity about friend- 
ship will leave the wrong taste. Sacrifice 
and not satisfaction the expression love, 
and the willingness sacrifice the satisfaction 
expressing affection one the highest and 
hardest forms the sacrifice can take. Friends 
should prepared forego the gratification 
either giving demanding evidence. The deep 
things man are often best safeguarded the 
most obstinate dumbness. part the price 
has pay for possessing them. 

Concerning meditation books Dom 
Hubert writes that they were introduced 
during the same hundred years that such 
things tobacco, tea, coffee, and (sur- 
prisingly) potatoes came the rescue 
fallen man. comments that they can 
not essential they would have 
been discovered sooner. 

his last chapter, Moriamur,” 
the author gives this message world 


steeped isms: 
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tion put the first thin and meet the 
world’s philosophies with toughness least 
tough dealing with ourselves, 
merely, but much more morally. excuses, 
compromises, trailing away into the land 
easy options and deadening slogans. must 
keep our eyes open all the time, and 
Christ means the Cross, and there are mists 
Calvary.... have got die, let 
die standing up. 

Sister Ethelburg Leuschen, 


Spiritual Friendship; Translation 
the ‘De Spirituali Amicitia’ Saint 
Aelred (1109-1166). Sister Francis 
Jerome, Paterson, N.J.: St. Anthony 
Guild Press, 1948. Pp. 96. $0.50. 

youth St. Aelred had read 
Amicitia and had been charmed it. 
Later on, after entering monastery, 
where learned love the Scriptures, 
reread the Amicitia and found 
insipid, because lacked Christ’s Name. 
then wished learn how sacred writ- 
ers had written friendship, but find- 
ing nothing, decided write treatise 
himself. This did, using the dialogue 
method that had been employed 
Cicero. 

The observations St. Aelred are 
sound and penetrating that, reading 
them, one comes realize why his 
treatise became classic. For example, 
says the suspicious person: 

kind curiosity accompanies and goads 
its unhappy victim contant inquietude. 
sees his friend conversing intimately with 
another, immediately thinks him traitor; 
appears well pleased with another, com- 
plains being less loved. his friend blame 
him, will interpret hatred; praise 
him, will call derision. 

The vest pocket size the Little Guild 
Classics make them inviting and 
venient carry. modern English 
translation and more scholarly edition 
Aelred’s Spirituali Amicitia, which 
seems not have come the attention 
reviewers, that the Rev. Hugh 
Talbot, O.Cit., published the 
Book Club, London, 1942. 


Sister Fane Frances 


Procession Saints. James Brodrick, 
S.J. New York: Longmans, 1949. Pp. 
$3.00. 

This different book tells the 
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the 


chosen from among other holy—and un- 
holy—men England and Ireland. Eight 
these saints were Benedictines: Aidan, 
Cuthbert, Colman, Boniface, Anselm, 
Aelred, Hugh Avalon, and Thomas 
Canterbury. The others who make 
the twelve are: Godric, hermit, and the 
bishops: Thomas Hereford, Fisher, 
and Blessed Ralph Corby, the Jesuit. 
But really baker’s dozen. 
woman marches the procession because 
“woeful lack And yet, 
show that God’s grace has not been 
sterile the stronger among the weaker 
(and then more hidden) sex, the life 
Venerable Marie the Incarnation 
added. This not yet beatified, 
has been included because she represents 
her single person the love, sacrifice and 
heroism millions wives, mothers, 
and nuns.” She was turn all these, 
and her death came while she was among 
the Canadian Hurons where she served 
missionary nun the seventeenth 
century. She came them from the 
Ursuline convent her native town 
Tours. Two hundred years later Pope 
Pius received letter from the Hurons 
who paid glowing tribute homage 
her who had brought God into their lives. 


fireside, under shady tree, the crowd- 
subway, during quiet hour be- 
fore the Blessed Sacrament. The author 
ingeniously remains the background, 
yet with scholarly nonchalance takes 
one out time, temperature, and place, 
let one hobnob with tremendously 
human and usually strong-willed souls. 
And soon the reader feels consoled that 
human. And after that decides 
strong-willed, too. 

Each saint introduced amid the 
historical, social, and religious upheavals, 
struggles, and achievements his time. 
Involved with many persons and events, 
the hero himself seems from time time 
lost the rhythmic contentious 
swinging and fro contemporaries. 
But eventually emerges all calm and 
shining. Then one realizes that was 
there all the time and became the glowing 
the confusion which surrounded him. 


One may even shocked the shad- 
ows which overhang the origin, early 
life, associates, personal reactions 


our friends the month, but one 
forced confess that the grace God 
shapes soul grandeur, not what 
ancestry, inheritance, environment 
made him be, but the alchemy 
Divine Love freely given and gratefully 
received. 


Sister Romana 


The Way the Mystics. Graef. 
Westminster, Md.: The Newman Bookshop, 
1948. Pp. 160. $2.75. 


the first place, this book for 
everyone both account the informa- 
tion which contains and because its 
lucid exposition. The author, referring 
our present day attitude toward 
mysticism, shows how the materialist 
fears and rejects obstdcle the 
way his building brave new world. 
the other hand, the timid person sees 
escape from reality. Both are wrong, 
course, although the surface Both 
appear The writer comments 
further: 

The mystic does not indulge such idle 
dreams, for knows more excellent way: 
Love alone, which stronger than death, can 
cast out fear, and the annals sanctity are the 
records its victories. not the mystics 
who run away from reality. Because they have 
found Reality, that which men usually call 
this name presents more difficulties for them. 

mystic seek with all one’s 
heart the center God. And 
hesitate imitate the mystics, 
are not excused from our ignorance 
their goal, for likewise ours. Con- 
templatives strive this life attain 
that which hope will belong all 
the next life: experimental knowledge 
God. Contemplation, furthermore, 
not work supererogration, but the 
perfection the Christian life toward 
which all must strive, for Christ has said, 
perfect your heavenly Father 
perfect.” 


The Way the Mystics collection 
formerly published essays prefaced 
illuminating introductory comment. 
chapter penance and prayer concludes 
the work. Fifteen mystics medieval 
and modern times are discussed. Where 
possible the author links two more 
contemplatives into relationship where 


revealing contrast may used. The 
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comparison St. Gertrude with St. Mar- 
garet Mary lovers the Sacred Heart 
exemplifies his use this type expo- 
sition. 

The writer this book recaptures the 
atmosphere which each mystic labored 
and reveals with startling penetration the 
personality each. addition, 
points out the peculiar influence each 
diffuses the Church, Christ’s Mystical 
Body. 

Little touches such the following are 
worth noting: 

living faith God and belief the devil 
usually together. 

Every other way but the Way leads the mystic 
astray. 

Peace and tranquillity, these are the goal 
the spiritual life. 

Leaning back armchair, cigarette hand, 
with softly crooning wireless beside him, the 
modern man will tell you that our breathless, 
noisy life penitential enough without extra 
austerities our nerves could not stand hair 
shirt. May that, perhaps, one the reasons 
God permits our time the horrors concentra- 
tion camps, air war and atom bombs? 


But the Cross precisely the centre the 
mystic and there surer and shorter way 
mystic union than through it. 


Christianity without the Cross con- 
tradiction terms, and mysticism Christianity 
its highest and purest form. 


The various terms relating con- 
templation are clearly explained while 
the author’s treatment the subject 
sanctifying grace particularly useful. 
These studies spread out before the 
reader with admirable ease and remark- 
able depth perfection. Thorough schol- 
arship accompanied unusual under- 
either high-sounding words oozy 
sentiment are other attractive virtues 
the work. 

Sister Mary Charles Walsh, 


Burnt Out Incense. Raymond, 
New York: Kennedy, 1949. Pp. 
445. $3.50. 


Commemorating the centennial Geth- 
semani, the Trappist Monastery Ken- 
tucky, the Rev. Raymond, 
has published Burnt Out Incense, the third 
book his series, ““The Saga 
Burnt Out Incense tells the tale the 
Gethsemani, “the New World’s first 
temple 
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With Thomas Merton’s 
ing autobiography, Seven Storey 
tain, drawing more and more attention 
the life the Trappists, Burnt 
Incense answers all the whys and hows 
that seep into the minds men they 

onder the fact that men, young 
Americans, are offering 
selves incense the altar God that 
their lives prayer, labor, and 
silence, they may atone for the sins 
the world. 


Using his facility romancing history, 
Father Raymond brings life the first 
five abbots Gethsemani, who with their 
community struggled establish and 
maintain Trappist monastery the 
hills Kentucky. Through this cen- 
tury slow progress Gethsemani has 

roved itself have been well named. 

has offered its chalice suffering 
the men God who have burnt out their 
lives there, the 176 gold stars whom 
the book dedicated. 


The growth Gethsemani was slow 
and any but the intrepid Trappists 
would have proved discouraging. Through 
John Green Hanning, “the man who got 
even with God,” the first American 
join the ranks the Trappists and known 
religion Brother Joachim, God has 
accepted and crowned the labors the 
monks with success. Not only Geth- 
semani filled with men seeking only 
“gallant God,” but two other 
monasteries have been established, one 
Utah, another Georgia. The com- 
munity the recent war-torn years has 
grown leaps and bounds young men, 
weary the noise and empty bustle 
their age, seek the peace and solitude 
found only the feet Christ. 


This book written Father Ray- 
mond’s usual story-telling style, and 
who have enjoyed The Family that Over- 
took Christ and The Three Religious Rebels 
will find this book equally interesting and 
enjoyable. Those who have regarded 
the Trappists dull and empty 
have this book the key open their 
minds better appreciation the 
contemplative life these silent monks 
who are drawing God’s blessings upon 
our country. 


Sister Malachy Kennedy, 
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The School the Lord’s Service. Volume II. 
Meditation, Particular Examen, and Practical 
Application for Every Day the Year, Based 
the Rule St. Benedict. the Rev. 
Bernard Sause, Ph.D., J.C.D. 

Grail Publication, St. Meinrad, Indiana, 1949, 


502 pp. $4.00. 


The magnitude and excellence this 
work modern Benedictinism now be- 
come fully evident its second volume. 
Since meant for meditation and 
gradual assimilation rather 
casual and rapid reading, appears neces- 
sary warn the reader against the in- 
adequacy such review this. 


Those who have used the first volume 
and now take its successor will discover 
that they have here book that de- 
cidedly better even than volume one. 
should expect this, since the author 
deals with the more distinctive monastic 
and Benedictine topics stability, the 
reformation life according monastic 

monastic ascetical life, and 

enedictine liturgical life. But there 

seems also improvement the 
penetration monastic doctrine itself 
and its application modern life. 


The other features this work, the 
complete text the Holy Rule St. 
Benedict, the vast and valuable bibli- 
ography, together with its thorough index, 
are found also the first volume. The 
method meditating the same; also 
the arrangement into approximately three 
pages consideration, points for examen 
and practical application for each day. 
The third and last volume, when ap- 
pears, will complete set that unique 
the history Benedictine spiritual 
writing, just unique the budding 
traditions American monasticism. Its 
major importance and individuality con- 
sists this, that collates and digests 
the great wealth monastic spirituality 
over many centuries into easily avail- 
able modern form meditations. 


Surely, Father Bernard’s great 
merit have gathered and put into our 
busy hands such vital and appealing 
incident, doctrine, and reflection many 
centuries and countries. 


Trappist will read this work with 
eyes than will black Bene- 
That only natural. But 
there the question norms monastic 


life which cannot taken for granted. 
The author does not take things for 

ranted, even though some particulars 
more study. The integrating yard- 
stick, the principle selection and in- 
terpretation material the author’s 
mind, not the not every 
feature monastic religious life actu- 
ally found, but rather ideal that calls 
for rethinking and reconstruction our 
times. all depends the norm 
doctrine: what the true form and spirit 
St. Benedict our times and civiliza- 
tion far removed from our holy founder? 
One pleased discover much frank 
self-scrutiny the standards monastic 
conversatio, stability, asceticism, and litur- 
gical life. 

One can only the definition 
and presentation conversio morum 
the reform life according principles 
monasticism (p. 144). The topical 
analysis each month’s subject opens 
our mind the profound and universal 
teaching that the Rule St. Bene- 
dict point which not self-evident 
those who require systematic approach- 
study, life, and everything else. 
What need confidence and implicit 
trust the power those monastic prin- 
ciples reform our lives and effect 
those great social achievements boast 
past ages. 

one, then, can take amiss that 
the author sees the need for return 
the monastic call (p. 106), monks wish 
wield their proper influence even 
the world. reminds the decrees 
the Sacred Congregation Religious 
recall priests periodically their en- 
closure (p. 85; see also 68). read 
about the abuses against stability (p. 137 
and 141), about the desirability 
smaller houses for effective conversion 
morals (p. 190), about the need for exer- 
cising influence education, 
the dependence perfect liturgical wor- 
ship upon the vow stability. good 
monastic family can hardly too 
numerous; evil community always 
too large, matter how small may be.” 
connection with the Rural Life Move- 
ment (p. 143), read the pertinent 
question: have Benedictines, with 
Again, one should take offense the 
warnings against secularism (e.g. 292 
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ff.) against basing education “the 
dictates accrediting agencies” rather 
than principles stability and litur- 

Really, one expects more power his 
punches against existing abuses but 
perhaps that not the way medita- 
tion. people seriously meditate the 
matter hand, things will right them- 
selves they will stop meditating. Be- 
sides, must trust also the power 
prayer and grace effect perfection 
and tradition sanctity the face 
certain loss the monastic sense. 
The reviewer feels, however, that the con- 
templative ideal the Benedictine life 
does not come its rights. True, there 
are some cogent things about solitude, 
silence, reading, leisure, meditation, and 
the Divine Office elements which build 
the contemplative life. Also, the 
author grants the general and specific 


ideal contemplation for Benedictines 
PP. ff.); yet the predominant im- 
pression one service existing 
over-active ideal. view widespread 
uncorrected abuses, need more posi- 
tive and decisive emphasis silence and 
recollection. Not every kind activity 


accord with stability and the monk’s 
way life (p. 66, bottom, pages 68-70). 
The treatments contacts with the world 
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page and adaptation externs 
page seems too lenient liberal, 
And hard the follow. 
ing statement: “It commonly agreed 
that good for all ‘get away from 
the monastery for few days’ 
(page 138). 

The analysis the art ideal leaves 

something desired (p. 108). 

ray and think and teach right, are 
eeding the classic spiritual and 
lectual sources, hard understand 
why our should, after cen- 
tury existence and with such highly 
developed schools, strangely devoid 
art. Perhaps are not looking after 
local needs education, but have become 
part bigger, standardized and 
ized pattern. 

Let conclude returning all the 
excellent features this volume, which 
stands out ascetical work touching 
every religious and spiritual value our 
filled with insights and prac- 
tical helps, that will not only serve asa 
meditation book, but also source 
solid instruction for novices, veritable 
course monastic liturgy. pray 
that the untiring patience which produced 
will bring forth further wisdom the 
third and final volume. 

Rev. Paschal Botz, 
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